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PLEA FROM A CSUF STUDENT 

 

I am calling upon all of those who still receive this e-mail to open your ears and hearts to my cause.  I am sure that many of you are aware that 
every Tuesday and Thursday, the Fresno State  LGBT community is being targeted and in many ways, harassed.  Picket signs saying “Sodomy, 
it’s to DIE for”   “Adam and Eve not Adam and Steve”  and even further, signs that suggest that AIDS is an ideal combatant of homosexuality, 
are just supplements to the sermons that condemn homosexuals to hell and present the community as immoral, filthy, and valueless.   

 

I do not know what course we should take, but to walk away silently as I am socially and religiously bashed for my identity is something that I 
do not wish to bear any longer.  Please e-mail me at rlagrama@csufresno.edu with your name, number and e-mail address.  My plan is to simply 
have a meeting, find out what our message is, and go from there.  Please forward this message to anyone who may be interested in joining the 
cause. The change I am seeking is dependent on your support -  RJ Lagrama 

PREACHER MEETS PROTESTERS 

By Natalie Garcia - The Collegian 

Heated debates continue in the Free Speech Area as some students prepare an opposing demonstration. The Free Speech Area has become a 
stage of sorts for Preacher Anthony Munoz. Sometimes bringing multiple signs and supporters, he comes to Fresno State to spread his interpre-
tation of the Bible to students. 

  

The campus Free Speech Area is receiving attention with students protesting some preachers’  way of spreading the Word. The preachers may 
soon receive company. Several students, including Breanne Slimick, a women studies major, are organizing a demonstration, Monday in the 
Free Speech Area. 

 

Women’s studies professor Catherine Forbes, said the demonstration is designed to protest the manner the preachers spread their message. 
“People are gathering at 1 (p.m.) to counter what some people consider hate speech.  The hate speech from the preachers,“  Forbes said, “ is  

directed towards lesbians, women, Muslims and others.”   

  

Recently, there have been two alternating preachers on campus, Matt Bourgault and Anthony Munoz. Both have received strong receptions 
from students.  Students exchanged words with the preachers, with both sides attempting to out-shout each other. The Shouting quickly esca-
lated into a few students standing directly in front of the preacher holding posters to block their view. 

  

The preachers stepped up their activities after a female student paced directly in front of them, holding posters as they took their turns preach-
ing to Fresno State students.  “You know the word women on campus need to learn; submit,”  Bourgault said. “You don’ t understand that men 
are stronger in their minds, their wills.”   

 

Although some students shouted back at him, most of the passersby simply looked on.  “They’ re idiots. I’m not against God or anything, but 
these guys are way off the deep end,”  Dwayne Joyner, Fresno State senior, said. “They’ re hurting themselves. They’ re just making people 
mad.”   

 

Bourgault and Munoz have angered more students than just Joyner. One of the reasons for the outrage is their tendency to judge a student body 
they aren’ t familiar with some students said. “The Bible says thou shall not judge and that’s what these guys are doing,”  Jason Crawley, fresh-
man, said. “They have no clue who these kids are.”   Some students find the ideological message and how the preachers deliver it to students 
debatable.  “ I am not keen to their approach. I think they are very insensitive to those around them,”  Eric Niett, director of Campus Crusade for 
Christ, said. 

  

Bourgault first came to Fresno State to preach a couple of years ago. Before that he did missionary work in countries such as Jamaica, Ukraine 
and Mexico, as well as in North America.  “The message is to repent to return to Jesus Christ for cleansing and forgiveness,”  Bourgault said.  
Bourgault said he was not always a godly man.  “ I was a drunk,”  Bourgault said. “ I went to college. That’s where I got saved.”  Bourgault cred-
its a Christian student at his college for his salvation. 

  

College may be where Bourgault found his purpose in the world, but some college Christians said the don’t feel he is returning the favor.  
David Dixon, a CRU member said, “He makes a mockery of Christ.”  Another CRU member agreed.  “ It’s not what God would want; he 
preaches love not condemnation,”  Carrie Moore, a CRU staff member, said. “They do give Christians a bad name.”  

Munoz declined to comment.  [Editor’s note: as we went to press, counter-demonstrations were being organized.] 
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CCA  Events and Meetings 
February 27, 2006 - CCA Events Committee Meeting 

March 1, 2006 - CCA  Marketing Committee 

March 6, 2006 - CCA Board Meeting 

Interested in joining these committees? 

Call Darla Bussey (559) 222-7356 or Jim Daggs (559) 224-9653 
 

2006 Calendar  
March 4, 2006 - Comedy Night 

March 24, 2006 - Mr. Boyce Hinman - Lambda Letters Update &  the 
First Annual Kathryn Stephens Scholarship Award ($1,000)  

Apr il 1 &  2, 2006  - Annual Spr ing Cleaning Yard Sale 

Apr il 22, 2006 -Wine Country L imousine Tour  

May 6, 2006 - Annual Fundraiser  

June 3 &  4, 2006 - Pr ide Weekend and Parade  

July 22, 2006 - Houseboat Float at Bass Lake 

August TBA - Fresno Underground Gardens Tour 

September 5, 2006 - Jade Esteban Estrada-Icons: Volume 2 

October 7 &  8, 2006 - Gay Days at Disneyland Bus Tour 

November TBA - Guest Speaker TBA 

December TBA - Annual Holiday Party  

Check I t Out  
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Mission Statement 
The Central California Alliance 
is a not-for-profit organization 
dedicated to promoting positive 
change, equal rights, social and 
networking opportunities for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and   
transgender people through  
programs of community service 
and philanthropy. 

Board of Directors: 
President 

Sue Stone 

 

Past President 

Robin McGehee 

 

Vice President 

Lorenzo Holguin 

 

Treasurer  

Ron Wilson 

 

Secretary 

Ellis Vance 

 

Members-At-Large 

Darla Bussey 

Jim Daggs 

Noa Kristi 

Kilulu Von Prince 

Jason Queen 

Beverly Senkowski 

Caren Thomas 

Pr inting Services 

Julie Howe 

 

CCA Editor  &  Photographer 

Jim Daggs 

Asst. Editor  

Lee Palmer 

Asst. Editor  

Ron Wilson 
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Celebrating 13 Years of Pride & Service 



3 

 

� � � � � ��� � � � ��� ��� � � � � � � � � � � �

  

CCA & KVPT PRESENT:  

 

“ IN THE LIFE”   
 

IN MARCH, IN THE LIFE REVISITS “ 524,000 AND COUNTING”   

� � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � �
 General Contractor 
 

 3935 E. Turner 

 Fresno, CA 93702 

 559-243-0846 Phone/Fax 

 ray_hitchcock@comcast.com 

We are embarking on a quarter century since the 
first diagnosis of AIDS in America. The lives lost 
are now reaching over “ 524,000 AND COUNT-
ING.”  On this edition of In the Life, we explore just 
how far we have come in the war against AIDS. 
Two-time Emmy Award-winning actress Sharon 
Gless (Cagney & Lacey, Queer as Folk) hosts. 

In the Life is the TV newsmagazine of record on gay and lesbian Amer-
ica. A three-time Emmy Award nominee, In the Life blends hard-hitting 
journalism, lively entertainment reports, and bold commentary for a no-
holds-barred look at gay and lesbian life. A television pioneer, the show 
launched in 1992 and became the country’s first regularly scheduled 
gay-themed program. Currently in it©s 14th season this, In the Life is 
broadcast on over 130 public television stations nationwide and is seen 
by more than a million people each month. 

 

  *  In the Life begins with an in depth look at " THE STATE OF 
AIDS"  in America. In the beginning, public perception viewed AIDS as 
the “gay illness,”  an epidemic specific to gay men, rapidly wiping them 
out one by one. Now 25 years later, the perception of AIDS has changed 
and new HIV medications are offering people longer lives. The serious-
ness of the crisis has seemed to disappear while HIV statistics continue 
to rise. Interviews include leading medical expert Dr . Howard 
Grossman, the Center for Disease Control©s Deputy Director Dr . Ron 
Valdiserr i, and author/AIDS activist Lar ry Kramer .  

 

  *  Methamphetamine, better known as “Crystal Meth,”  has swept the 
nation. It©s cheap, easily accessible, and extremely addictive. Its use in 
one facet of the LGBT community is particularly alarming because it 
dramatically increases the risk of contracting HIV. In " HIGH ANXI -
ETY,"  In the Life speaks with four gay men who intimately know the 
highs and heartaches of crystal meth. 

  

  *  There are close to one million homeless teens in the United States. 
Nearly half of them are from the LGBT community. Often, they are 
forced into unprotected survival sex that contributes to 20,000 young 
people each year becoming infected with HIV. In " VULNERABLE 
YOUTH,"  In the Life hits the streets from New York to Los Angeles to 
hear the realities about being gay and surviving on the streets  

  

  * In this month©s " REAL TO REEL,"  In the Life goes behind the 
scenes of the Haitian documentary “Of Men and Gods.”  This provoca-
tive film explores the nature of homosexual orientation within the con-
text of Voodoo under the shadow of AIDS. 
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CCA AWARDS 
 On January 24th, at the 6th Annual Talent Night, CCA presented six cash awards to deserving local  

organizations. These funds will be used to assist with their outreach programs to the LGBT community. 
Here is a listing of the awards: 
 

 $500 to Queer Fresno for Co-Sponsorship of the annual “18+” youth event. 

 $400 to the COS Pride Club for assistance in putting on “Equality for All”  Day. 

 $200 to Equality California to advertise and organize “National Coming Out”  Day. 

 $200  to gayfresno.com to assist in purchasing a digital camera for their website. 

 $500 to the Gay Straight Alliance to assist in putting on “Expression Not Suppression”  Conference. 

 $400  to PFLAG to assist with outreach and marketing. 

 

On March 24, 2006, CCA will present the $1,000 Kathryn Stephens Award to GSA student Frankie  

Martinez. Frankie is serving as a student advisor to the Events Committee and hopes to attend Brown  

University next year. Frankie is a great example of today’s politically aware, community active gay youth. 

Please join us at the presentation during the Boyce Hinman, Lambda Letters event at the Unitarian 

Universalist Church on the 24th. For more information on this event, please see the article on page 12. 
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GAY FAMILIES HIPPITY HOP TO THE WHITE HOUSE 
 

WASHINGTON -- Outrageous bonnets and dresses may not be all that gets attention this Easter, when thousands of children -- including those 
with same-sex parents -- will gather on the White House lawn for the annual Easter Egg Roll. A group of gay rights organizations is urging gay 
and lesbian parents to join the April 17 event, to highlight the similarities between themselves and heterosexual families. While the event is 
months away, the potential participation of gay families has already garnered White House attention. 

 

 The Family Pride Coalition has been sending e-mails to its members since November, urging them to come to Washington with their families 
for the event, which is traditionally open to the public and always draws national media attention. Already, more than 100 LGBT families have 
said they will be coming, from as far away as California. "I think it really tugs at the heartstrings of most parents," said Jennifer Chrisler, the 
coalition©s executive director, "All we want is to participate fully with all of the same rights and privileges as other parents."  

 

 The idea came from some of the organization©s members, who went to the egg-roll event in previous years and saw it as a good place to show-
case gay families. It is one of the largest family events in the country each year. Started by President Rutherford B. Hayes in 1878, it has be-
come an annual White House tradition. But the event is sponsored by the White House and often includes participation from either Laura Bush 
or senior administration officials, so a large influx of gay participants is not likely to be welcome. 

 

 Other gay groups have been spreading the word of the event, including Soulforce, a Christian gay organization. Their participation caught the 
attention of the conservative Weekly Standard magazine earlier this week, which suggested the gay groups would be "crashing" the egg roll. 
When asked Wednesday if the administration would work to block the participation of gay families, White House spokesman Scott McClellan 
said a decision would be made closer to the event©s date. "I©ve seen a couple of reports about it; I don©t know how extensive that reporting has 
been," he said. "But this has been a family event for a long time, and the president always looks forward to this event."  

 

 Chrisler said she expects most of the gay families will come from the Northeast, and that she hopes they will all wear a special pin or hat to 
identify themselves. A special event for the families from same-sex households is also in the works. Many of the details have not been worked 
out, but Chrisler said the theme of the groups© participation will be "Love makes a family." But despite the coordination, she stresses this will 
not be a political event. "All we are doing is showing up with our kids and rolling an egg down the White House front lawn," she said. 

 

 That is, if they can get inside. Under standard plans, anybody can wait in line for free tickets to the event on the Saturday before the egg roll. 
The Family Pride Coalition hopes to have gay parents in line early Friday evening, to be guaranteed tickets, and it is seeking additional volun-
teers to wait in line as well. Last year, 16,000 tickets were distributed, but the event was closed early due to inclement weather. The event was 
limited to families of military servicemen and -women in 2003, and gay community leaders suggested a special circumstance may be invoked 
again to indirectly block the Family Pride Coalition©s participation. Chrisler conceded that is a likely possibility, but added: "There isn©t any 
place inappropriate for us to be with our families." 

 

“ DON’T ASK, DON’T TELL”  CONTINUES TO TAKE A TERRIBLE TOLL  

 

A recent analysis of U.S. military discharges under the "don©t ask, don©t tell" policy reveals that 244 medical specialists were fired for being 
gay or lesbian during the first 10 years of the ban. The California-based research group that released the data Wednesday said the volume of 
discharges is another example of how the military©s gay ban "hampers military readiness."  

 

 "The consequences of shortfalls in medical specialists during wartime are serious," said Aaron Belkin, director of the Center for the Study of 
Sexual Minorities in the Military. "When the military lacks the medical personnel it needs on the front lines, it compromises the well-being not 
only of its injured troops, but of the overextended specialists who have to work longer tours to replace those who have been discharged."  

 

 The 244 medical personnel discharges represent approximately 2.4 percent of the more than 10,000 gay and lesbian firings from 1994, when 
"don©t ask, don©t tell" was instituted, through 2003. They include physicians, nurses, biomedical laboratory technicians and other highly trained 
medical specialists -- many of whom were trained at taxpayer expense. 

 

 "You don©t just go out on the street tomorrow and pluck someone from the general population who has an Air Force education, someone 
trained as a physician, someone who bleeds Air Force blue, who is willing to serve and that you can send to Iraq tomorrow," Beth Schissel, a 
gay former military health professional, told the Associated Press. She graduated from the Air Force Academy in 1989 and then went to medi-
cal school. 

 

 Last year, the Government Accountability Office said it cost the Pentagon approximately $200 million to replace and retrain the gay and les-
bian personnel discharged during the first 10 years of "don©t ask, don©t tell." A bill now in the House, sponsored by Rep. Marty Meehan, D-
Mass., with 107 co-sponsors, seeks to repeal the military ban. 
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By Chris Jarvis 

There’s a new edition to the Tower District, the independent bookstore 
Out Of The Closet Book & Gift Emporium. Tucked at the corner of 
Olive and Farris, between Palm & Olive, the store specializes in Les-
bian/Gay/Bisexual/Trans publications. I sat down with Charlotte Jenks, 
managing partner of the store, and asked what made her decide to open 
her own business. 

 

“Well, I closed Central California Pride Network. We just could not 
get enough grant money to keep it open. So I looked around to try to 
figure out what I wanted to do. I realized I was really burned out from 
being a social worker”  Faced with the decision of what to do with her 
free time, Charlotte turned her attention to the things she herself en-
joyed. 

 

“Pam and I are both avid readers, and it’s really awful when you go to 
places like Borders or Barnes and Noble and they have the same old 
books every time. So we said to each other ‘Would you like to do 
that?’  and we decided we did, just that quick.”  She joined forces with 
Bambi Heckmann, Gail Carpenter and her brother, Joe Jenks. 

  

 Out Of The Closet offers a wide variety of books, including fiction 
(mystery, erotica, romance & general), non-fiction and academic 
books, travel guides, magazines & periodicals. 

 

 They don©t stop at books however, and carry a large selection of mer-
chandise. You’ ll find jewelry (Celtic/Pagan/Christian), candles, in-
cense, essential oils, custom made cards, pride supplies and gifts, stick-
ers and flags. They also stock clothing items such as a selection of 
sarongs. There are large tapestries hanging on the walls which are for 
sale, and their stock of magazines include the Advocate, Out and bear 
related publications, as well as calendars. There’s a bulletin board and 
table space to post flyers and notices. While they don©t currently stock 
CD’s or DVD’s, they plan to do so in the future. 

 

 Out Of The Closet is also reaching out to the community to offer the 
store’s space for group gatherings. “We allow several groups to meet 
here after hours because there isn©t anywhere else for them to get to-
gether. Pride parade meets here, the Golden State Bears have had their 
game night here where they play cards and watch movies, and Out 
Loud, a young group just starting to develop, meets here as well. Cur-
rently Out Of The Closet hosts both a poetry reading and a book dis-
cussion group once a month. The first poetry reading was successful, 
with people reading either their own poetry or published works. 

 

 Out Of The Closet is located at 35 E. Olive Avenue in the Tower. You 
can check out the store’s website at www.outbookstore.com , or call at 
559-233-5041. Current hours of operation are Tue-Thu 10am-6pm, Fri 
10am-8pm, Sat-Sun 11am-5pm. The store is closed on Mondays and 
holidays.  

Courtesy of Gay Fresno: For the Community, By the Community 
http://www.gayfresno.com 

CCA ADVERTISER CLOSE UP: 

“ OUT OF THE CLOSET”  
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10am Worship & Sunday School 

� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� � � � � ��� � � � �

Rev. Lee Cruise, Pastor  
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I am a member of the GLBT justice committee, which at the current 
time has been focused on avocation for transgender people in our 
community and training regarding transgender issues.   

We are looking for a few people who would be willing to be trained 
and make themselves available to advocate for and support GLBT 
victims of crime as they navigate their way the through the police 
and judicial system.   

This is particularly onerous for transgender people.  We are open to 
all volunteers, but those with a social work background would be 
particularly qualified. If you are able and willing, please contact me, 
Sue Stone, President, Central California Alliance, at: 
jnglwmyn@docsue.com or call the CCA hotline at 265-7117. 
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LET US KNOW YOUR OPINION!  

 

If you would like to express your views    
regarding CCA or any state, local, national, 
or international LGBT issue, just send us a 

letter or email and we will include it in     
our next issue - space permitting.    

Monthly cutoff date is the 15th. 
PO Box 16422, Fresno, CA 93755 

(Attention: Editor ) 

 

 

 

 

 

� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� � � � � ��� � � � �

 

To know what you prefer , instead of humbly saying 
" Amen"  to what the wor ld tells you you ought to prefer, is 
to keep your  soul alive.  ~Rober t Louis Stevenson 

Do not follow where the path may lead.  Go, instead, 
where there is no path and leave a trail..   

~Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Who would give a law to lovers?  Love is unto itself a 
higher  law.  ~Boethius, The Consolation of Philosophy, 
A.D. 524 

I f God had wanted me otherwise, He would have created 
me otherwise.  ~Johann von Goethe 

*   QUOTES WITHOUT COMMENT *  

 

 

CAUTION: SELF-APPOINTED  “ HOLY”  MEN CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO YOUR HEALTH!! !  
 

Gay.com U.K. repor ts a leading Russian Muslim leader  has threatened a violent protest if a Gay Pr ide parade takes place 
in Moscow this spr ing.  

 

 Chief Russian Mufti of Russia's Central Spir itual Governance for  Muslims, Talgat Tajuddin, told the Inter fax news 
agency, " Muslims' protests can be even worse than these notor ious rallies abroad over  the scandalous car toons."  

 

 " The parade should not be allowed, and if they still come out into the streets, then they should be bashed,"  he said. 
" Sexual minor ities have no r ights, because they have crossed the line. Alternative sexuality is a cr ime against God."  

 

 Russian LGBT leaders announced in July that they would try to hold Pr ide celebrations in Moscow on May 27, 2006 -- 
the anniversary of the abolition of Soviet laws against homosexuality in 1993. The Russian capital has never  had a Pr ide 
parade before. 

 

 Nikolai Alekseev, one of the organizers of Moscow LGBT Festival and Pr ide, responded to the threats and said, " The 
position of Talgat Tajuddin is unacceptable."  " What is ter r ible is that he used the cur rent situation in the wor ld con-
nected with the publication of car toons, to incite hatred towards those who have absolutely no connection to that."  

 

 On Wednesday, leading Russian Rabbi Ber l Lazar  suggested that a Gay Pr ide parade " would be a blow for  morality."  

 

...AND NOW FROM OUR AMERICAN MULLAHS… 

 
“ This conduct [homosexuality] is anti-social, and it is pathology. I t is a sickness, and it needs to be treated. I t doesn’ t need 
to be taught in the classroom as a prefer red way of life...”  Pat Rober tson 

 

 " Someone must not be afraid to say, 'moral perversion is wrong.' I f we do not act now, homosexuals will 'own' Amer-
ica!...I f you and I  do not speak up now, this homosexual steamroller  will literally crush all decent men, women, and chil-
dren who get in its way...and our  nation will pay a ter r ible pr ice!"  Jer ry Falwell 

 

 “ When you see the r ise of blatant open homosexuality and lesbianism, what you also know is God has given a society 
up...and we’ re at the mercy of the elements, the mercy of war , the mercy of economic disaster .”  Pat Rober tson 
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LAMBDA  LETTERS  SPEAKER  BOYCE HINMAN AND PRESENTATION  
OF THE KATHRYN STEPHENS SCHOLARSHIP  

 

 

 Don’ t miss our CCA special presentation by Lambda Letter Project’s Boyce Hinman on March 24th,  

 at the Unitarian Universalist Church in Fresno. In addition, CCA will present the first $1,000 Kathryn 
Stephens Memorial Scholarship to student Frankie Martinez for the purpose of supporting his college  

expenses. 

 

 Mr. Hinman is the founder and Chief Lobbyist for the Lambda Letters Project and has been with it since 
its founding in 1988. Prior to that, he worked for the state for 22 years. He has been in civil rights advocacy 
since the early 1970’s and served briefly, on the  Board of Directors of  The Society For Individual Rights 
in San Francisco.  

 

In the mid 1970s, he was Chief Lobbyist for the Peninsula Group of Concern.  That group persuaded the 
County of San Mateo to add sexual orientation to its human rights ordinance. For three years in the 1970s, 
he served as an openly gay man on the Board of Directors of the Northern California Conference of the 
United  Church of Christ. 

 

By attending this meeting you will learn about bills and issues important to the following groups: GLBT, 
HIV/Aids, People of Color, Women, and also focus on the anti Gay Marriage bills pending in the state and 
nationally. Mr. Hinman will cover these and other topics during his presentation: (1.) Key bills that were 
passed and signed in 2005. (2.) Key new bills of interest introduced in 2006. (3) An update on the anti-same 
sex marriage initiatives. (4.) A review of Lambda Letters and its services and an invitation to join Lambda 
Letters. 

 

Location: Unitarian Universalist Church at Millbrook and Ashlan, Fresno. Program: 6:30-7:30 pm for din-
ner and socializing, 7:30-8:00 for welcome, introductions, announcements, and presentation  of the Kathryn 
Stephens Award, 8:00-9:00 pm for Boyce Hinman speech and a question and answer period. 

Cost: $10.00 - For reservations you can call Ron Wilson at 221-8132, you can mail the order form, or you 
can register online using PayPal at www.ccafresno.org. Reservations required by Wednesday, March 22nd. 
 

Lambda Letters  - Kathryn Stephens Scholarship Night Ticket Order  Form 
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JUST LOOK AT ALL OF THESE HAPPY FACES!! !  

 

They are smiling because they are enjoying THE 2005 CCA Limousine Wine Tour through Madera 
county. You can be a part of the fun by joining us for the  2006 tour on Saturday, April 22nd. Sip  

    Champagne with friends as you are whisked away in your chauffeured  

    stretch Limousine to three wineries in the Fresno - Madera area. Reserve 
            space for a group of friends or just go it alone. 

            Either way, you are going to have a great time. 

           Watch for details in 

           next month’s edition. 
    

Our well-dressed drivers stand  
ready to pamper you 

CCA members and friends 
stop at the Quady Winery 
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Saturday March 4, 2006 - Hosted by Amy Shuklian 

From San Francisco - Chantal Carrere and Mike Uryga 

Fagan©s Irish Pub - 2039 Kern St. at Van Ness - Food & Drink available 

Doors open at 6:30pm - Show starts at 7:30pm - Under 21 welcome 

$15.00 Members & Member sponsored tickets - $20.00 Non-members 

CCA Comedy Night Ticket Order  Form 


