The limousines are coming to whisk you away!!'!

They are smiling because they are enjoying The 2005 CCA Limousine Wine Tour through Fresno and
Madera counties. Y ou can be a part of the fun by joining us for the 2006 tour on Saturday, April 22nd.

Sip champagne with friends as you are whisked away in your chauffeured

stretch Limousine to three wineriesin the Fresno - Madera area. Reserve
space for agroup of friends or just go it aone.

Either way, you are going to have a great time.

Use the form on page 6
or use Pay Pd at:
www.ccafresno.org.

Members: $45.00

Our h travelers posein front
""2? ¥heir trustypsteed Non- Members $ 50.00

FICKLIN
Vineyards

Time for alittle champagne

warm up as we start our trip.

From the President

On the last Sunday in February, CCA sponsored a house party and raised $1800 for Equality Californial The money will be
earmarked for the local chapter from which we have seen a recent upswing in activity under the new leadership of Jason Scott
and Becki Jones. We exceeded our expectations and are very proud and grateful for the turnout from our community.

Over 50 people werein attendance. The film “Tying the Knot”, which many had never seen before, was quite inspiring. We
then heard from board member Beverly Senkowski about her experiences fighting for marital rights.

Robin Tyler came all the way from southern Californiato help with our event and entertained/informed us ‘gratis’. She had us
all in stitches while providing insight on the current political situation with regard to Gay marriage. We are most grateful to her.
We donated $200 to her organization, The Equality Campaign, also known as www.dontammend.com

Many thanks to the organizing committee for the house party: Ron Wilson, Noa Kristy, Bev Senkowski, Caren Thomas and the
other member volunteers who worked so hard to make this event a success.

Sue Stone-President, CCA
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CCA Eventsand M eetings

April 10th- CCA Board Meeting
Interested in joining these committees?
Call Darla Bussey (559) 222-7356 or Jim Daggs (559) 224-9653

2006 Calendar

April 1 & 2,2006 - Annual Spring Cleaning Yard Sale

April 22, 2006 -Wine Country Limousine Tour

May 6, 2006 - Annual Fundraiser
June 3 & 4, 2006 - Pride Weekend and Parade
July 22, 2006 - Houseboat Float at Bass L ake
August TBA - Fresno Underground Gardens Tour
September 5, 2006 - Jade Esteban Estrada-1cons: Volume 2
October 7 & 8, 2006 - Gay Days at Disneyland Bus Tour
November TBA - Guest Speaker TBA
December TBA - Annual Holiday Party

Check 1t Out!

GSA/EQUALITY CALIFORNIA OPEN HOUSE
April 2, from 2-4pm

The Gay / Straight Alliance Network will have an Open House at their new
officelocated at 928 North Van Ness. That'sjust South of Olive, North of
Belmont on the East side of the street before the canal - the building on the
right as you enter the complex on the second floor — Room 928. The GSA
Network will be sharing this office space with Equality Californial

Y outh Council meetings are open to youth who arein ANY K-12 system
(home school, public, private, e ementary, junior high or high school) They
have lots to discuss, so if you know anyone in that age category who needs a
friend to talk to...spread the word!

For more information about this or any other Gay/Straight Alliance Network
activity, contact Robin McGehee at: robin@gsanetwork.org




CCA & KVPT PRESENT:

SINTHE LIFE”

IN APRIL IN THE LIFE FOCUSES ON THE
POWERFUL INFLUENCE THAT LITERATURE
HASON THE LGBT CULTURE. HOSTED BY
PULITZER-WINNING AUTHOR MICHAEL
CUNNINGHAM, WITH SPECIAL MESSAGES
FROM SUSAN SARANDON, JUDITH LIGHT,
WILSON CRUZ WITH PARIS BARCLAY.

* First, in “Stranger Than Fiction,” ITL examines the conflict over
books containing LGBT characters and how sexuality is often equated
with sex in public schools and libraries. In the Life spotlights this pro-
vocative topic with three of the hottest young adult fiction writers, all of
whom identify as queer.

* Next, “In Full Color,” ITL visitsthe Black Gay and Leshian Ar-
chives at the Schomburg Center in Harlem and delves into the rich and
colorful history of LGBT African-Americans

* |TL visited Texas to examine the big business of textbooks that
generates billions of dollars each year for publishing companies. It may
surprises you that it'sthe state of Texas that largely determines which
textbooks will be used in all public schools across the United States.
“By the Book” reveals arare glimpse into how these crucial decisions
are made. This segment also features an interview with former Surgeon
General, Dr. Jocelyn Elders.

* In“Odd Girl Out” ITL goes back in timeto revisit a1950's phenome-
non that occurred in the world of the drug store pulp novel. One of

these authors justly earned thetitle, “ The Queen of Pulp.” Eveninthis
pulpy landscape of love and lust, Ann Bannon’ s books stand out.

* |n thismonth’s “Real to Red,” ITL sits down with award-winning
filmmaker Debra Chasnoff to discuss the powerful effects that words
can have on youth.

* Fifteen years ago E. Lynn Harris peddled hisfirst novel from the
trunk of hiscar. Now a best-sdlling author, ITL visitsHarristo learn
more details of his remarkable journey in “Novel Pioneer.”

In the Lifeisthe TV newsmagazine of record on gay and lesbian
America. A three-time Emmy Award nominee, I n the Life blends hard-
hitting journalism, lively entertainment reports, and bold commentary
for ano-holds-barred look at gay and leshian life. A television pioneer,

the show launched in 1992 and became the country’ s first regularly

scheduled gay-themed program. Currently in it® 14th season this, In the
Lifeisbroadcast on over 130 public television stations nationwide and
is seen by more than a million people each month.

General Contractor

3935 E. Turner

Fresno, CA 93702
559-243-0846 Phone/Fax
ray_hitchcock@comcast.com
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WOMEN TWICE ASLIKELY TO BE TARGETED BY “DON'T ASK, DON'T TELL”

Women in the military aretwice aslikely to betargeted by the military's" don't ask, don't tell" ban on LGBT military personnel, ac-
cording to the Servicemembers L egal Defense Networ k. While women comprise about 15 percent of thetotal military force, they repre-
sent nearly 30 percent of all " don't ask, don't tell" discharges since 1993, Department of Defense figures show.

" Leshian-baiting goes back to the early days of World War 11, when women began volunteering for servicein what wastraditionally a
man'sworld," said retired Brigadier General Evelyn " Pat" Foote, an honorary board member of SLDN. " In Iraq today, women repre-
sent approximately 15 percent of the forcesreporting for duty and have made sacrifices equal to men," Foote said. " They should be
valued for their service and in noway held back because of gender or sexual orientation.”

Steve Ralls, spokesman for the Servicemembers Legal Defense Network, blamed the high rate of " don't ask, don't tell" investigations
against women to " retribution and revenge." Rallsnoted that the women targeted included those who could generate unfavorablere-
views of male subor dinates, who turned down sexual advances from men, or who servein nontraditional job rolesin the ar med for ces.
However, he admitted that between 2001 and 2004, " don't ask, don't tell" dischargeswere down 40 percent. " | would be surprised if
wedid see a significant increase for 2005," Rallssaid. " Although SLDN did document several malicious outingsin 2005."

Despite the military's prohibition on open service, an October 2004 study by the Urban I nstitute indicatesthat lesbians comprise 5
percent of all female service members. L esbians also tend to serve longer than other women, thereport said, noting that nearly 82 per-
cent of coupled lesbians report serving mor e than two years, compared with 74 per cent of other women.

" The lesbian community hasalong record of serviceto our country," said SLDN Executive Director C. Dixon Osburn. " We must not
treat women who sacrifice for our freedom as second-class citizens. Military leader s should send a strong message that lesbian-baiting
will not betolerated.”




(1to4 pm)




NEEDS YOU.

Several positions on the CCA Board of Directors will be-
come available in the next few months, and we are |00k-
ing to the membership for interested individualsto join
our leadership team.

If you would like to give back to the GLBT community in
Fresno by volunteering afew hours a month, we want to
hear from you.

Thisisyour opportunity to set the direction of CCA for
the next year. Do you have special skills? We have a
place for you in membership, finance, events, marketing,
awards and many other aress.

But remember, no specia skills are required to join our
team. All you need isthe desire to make a differencein
our community.

The Central California Alliance isrecognized as acom-
munity leader in the great Central Valey. Won't you help
lead us into the future? Contact Sue Stone at:
jnglwmyn@docsue.com or call Ron Wilson at 221-8132
for more information on how you can serve.







SCOTTMILLER - CCA FRIEND IN THE NEWS

Scott is a businessman and father raising two kids with his high School
sweetheart. Their thriving nursery business grew from asmall store on
Olive avenue to now include Fresno landmark Gazebo Gardens. For the
past 15 years, Scott has lived and worked within the boundaries of the
Tower District. Scott isafriend of CCA and wants the membership to
know that he is running for Fresno City Council representing District 1.

DEATH OF LOCAL ACTIVIST GRABS NATIONAL ATTENTION

In our February, Connections featured a two-page letter from Equality California staffer Mollie McKay,
which detailed the death and funeral of local gay activist Nathan Christofferson. Now, The Advocate, the
largest and most respected gay magazine in the country, has published a two part special investigation into
the death of Nathan, who died suddenly and for unknown reasons late last year.

The articles, “Faith of His Father” and “What Would Na-
than Do” appear in the March 14™ & March 28" issues.
They explore Nathan’s life and the religious beliefs of his
family, touching on the Fresno climate regarding the LGBT
community, and the recent arson, that destroyed the North
Tower Circle. We urge all CCA members to read thisrivet-
ing two-part investigation.




* QUOTESWITHOUT COMMENT *

LET US KNOW YOUR OPINION!

If you would like to express your views
regarding CCA or any state, local, national,
or international LGBT issue, just send usa

letter or email and we will includeit in

our next issue - space permitting
Monthly cutoff dateisthe 15th.

PO Box 16422, Fresno, CA 93755
(Attention: Jim Daggs-Editor)

or e-mail: thatccaguy@comcast.net

| gnorant Church Proclamation # 8,647: Gay adoption does “violence” to children.

The Boston Archdiocese® Catholic Charities said Friday it would stop providing adoption services rather than open them up to gay and lesbian
adoptive parents, as Massachusetts law dictates. This month, the state®four Catholic bishops said the law impeached the church®religious

freedom by forcing it to do something it believes to be immoral. Eight members of Catholic Charities@oard resigned in protest. Catholic Chari-
ties said it would discontinue the adoption services once it completes its contract with the state.

"They®e going to let their bigotry get in the way of helping children," said Jennifer Chridler, executive director of Family Pride Codlition, an
organization for LGBT families. "There®no good reason not to put children in the care of gay and leshian parents," Chrisler said, citing studies
that prove children raised in gay and leshian households do just as well as children in heterosexual households.

"Dignity USA is certainly disappointed that the church did not show any flexibility in meeting thisreal-life dilemma," said Debbie Waill,
executive director of Dignity USA, the organization for LGBT Catholics. "The church agency services are important and serve many needy
children, and at the same time should be offered to gay adoptive parents aswell as straight parents.”

The controversy over Catholic Charities facilitating adoptions by LGBT parentsis spreading beyond Massachusetts. The San Francisco arch-

diocese said it will reconsider the agency® practice after being reminded by its former leader -- now a powerful Vatican official -- that the
church opposes gay adoptions.

The San Francisco archdiocese will review its Catholic Charities adoption services after receiving an e-mail Thursday from Cardinal William
Levada. Levada, in hisnew role as prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, is considered the most influential Catholic officia
after the pope. Before being elected Pope Benedict XV1, Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger held the post under John Paul 11.

Levada, who was archbishop of San Francisco for five years before being appointed last year as the guardian for church orthodoxy, reminded
officialsin the e-mail that a 2003 V atican document states that " Catholic agencies should not place children for adoption in homosexua house-

holds." The Vatican®2003 document on the issue states, in part, "Allowing children to be adopted by persons living in such unions would actu-
aly mean doing violence to these children."

In protest, San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom on Monday canceled histrip to next week® V atican ceremony marking Levada®recent eleva
tionto cardina. "The idea, the principle that two loving parents of the same sex can®be great parents and that this church is now going to start

attacking adoptionsin this country and around the world was really disconcerting,” said Newsom, a practicing Catholic, who called the Vati-
can®position "corroding and divisive."

Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney has asked for a bill that would grant Catholic Charities an exception from that law -- a move that angered the
nation®largest LGBT rights organization. Joe Solmonese, president of the Human Rights Campaign, wrote the governor in aletter: "Governor

Romney, your personal political agendais standing in the way of the hundreds of needy children in your state simply looking for aloving
home,"
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GSA TRAINSTHE LEADERS OF TOMORROW

On March 6th, buses from across the state delivered over 500 energetic students to the beautiful Crest
Theatre, two blocks from the state capitol in Sacramento. There, members of the legislature’ s gay caucus
and Gay-Straight Alliance leaders welcomed them to a day of training, lobbying and camaraderie as a part
of GSA Network’s Gay Advocacy Day.

CCA Board members, Ron Wilson and Jim Daggs escorted a busload of excited Fresno/Madera students to
this unique event. Morning sessions allowed student to describe the types of abuse and discrimination they
facein their school environment. Later in the day, each student was given the chance to meet with their
legidlator and explain the need for the “ Safe Schools’ legidlation, AB 606. (Continued on next page.)

Inside the beautiful Crest Theatre 500 students march on the State Capitol Speeches begin on the Capitol steps
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FUNDAMENTALIST CHURCHES STRENGTHEN STUDENT RESOLVE

(Continued from previous page) In a scene from Stalinist Russia, a group of Ukrainian fundamentalist
churches brought their congregations out in force to scream insults and shout hatred on our GSA students.
How ironic it was to see the survivors of the murderous pogroms encouraging their five to ten year old
children to hold “God Hates Fags’ signs while screaming “Gays equal death”. For many of our students,
this was alife-changing experience.

After theraly, along line of students waited for a chance to voice their thoughts to their peers assembled
in the Crest Theatre. One after another told of moving from a state of fear to one of empowerment while
facing down the hate-filled mob. They described having their “batteries charged” by this day of both
frightening and exciting experiences. They left for their homes vowing to continue the fight for equality.

We congratulate CCA member and former Connections editor, Peter Robertson, on
his graduation from the CSUF, Craig School of Businesswith a Master of Business
Administration degree. Way to go Peter!

Rev. Lee Cruise, Pastor

10am Worship & Sunday School
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