LAMBDA LETTERS/KATHRYN STEVENS SCHOLARSHIP

On March 24th, the Fresno Unitarian Universalist Church wasfilled with
membersand friends of CCA attending a presentation by Lambda L etters
speaker Boyce Hinman.

| Great participation

Following agreat dinner buffet, provided by Hewitt@ Catering, Boyce out-
lined the major legidative items pending, on both the state and federal level,
and their affect on the LGBT community. He covered thework of Lambda
Lettersin forming and guiding LGBT friendly legislation. Boycethen fielded
anumber of questions from the animated group of CCA members and friends

The highlight of the evening was the presentation, by board member Ellis [ Speaker Boyoe Fiinman

Vance and president Sue Stone, of the Kathryn Stevens Memorial Scholar ship
to Gay/Straight Alliance student leader Frankie Martinez.

Frankietold the audience that he intendsto use the $1,000 scholar ship to fur-

ther hisdream of attending Brown University and becoming a physician. This

“out” student leader expressed hisgratitude for the support shown by CCA,

his friends and family members who came to see him receive this honor. [ Scholarship awar ded

THE CCA YARD SALE HASANOTHER SUCCESSFUL YEAR!

Thisyears CCA Yard Salewas a great success, thanksto the generous donations of the CCA mem-
bership. The two-day event netted over $2,000 to be used for the operation, events and outreach of
the Central California Alliance.

Weare also grateful to those who donated their timeto makethisyearly event run smoothly: Charles
and Cory Estes, Chris Skolil, Henry Quiroga and Jim Daggs. A special thanks goesto CCA Treas-
urer, Ron Wilson and Dan Jackson who, again thisyear, provided their home asthe site of the sale.
Thisprimelocation on Maroa near Shaw has been a big factor in the success of thelast threeyard
sales.

Wethank all of you who stopped by to offer financial and moral support for thisyear’ssale. If you do
any spring or fall house cleaning during the year, remember to start saving itemsfor the CCA 2007
Yard Sale. Seeyou there next year!

Treasuresawaiting sale | | Our fantastic volunteers Searching for deals The Money Man L ook what | found




1993 - 2006

Celebrating 13 Years of Pride & Service

Mission Statement

The Central California Alliance
is a not-for-profit organization
dedicated to promoting positive
change, equa rights, social and
networking opportunities for
gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender people through
programs of community service
and philanthropy.

Board of Directors:
President
Sue Stone

Past President
Robin McGehee

Vice President
Lorenzo Holguin

CCA Eventsand M estings

May 8th- CCA Board Meeting
Interested in joining our Board, Events or Marketing committees?

Call DarlaBussey (559) 222-7356 or Jim Daggs (559) 224-9653

2006 Calendar
May 6, 2006 - Annual Fundraiser
June 3 & 4, 2006 - Pride Weekend and Parade
July 22, 2006 - Houseboat Float at Bass L ake
August TBA - Fresno Underground Gardens Tour
September 5, 2006 - Jade Esteban Estrada-Icons: Volume 2
October 7 & 8, 2006 - Gay Days at Disneyland
November TBA - Guest Speaker TBA
December TBA - Annual Holiday Party

Check It Out!

Thefirst ever Pride Day at Fresno City Collegel

cm::a\;:gn It isgoing to be held on Monday, May 1st, from 10-2pm in the Free Speech

Area, between the bookstore and the cafeteria on the FCC campus. The event
Secretary is being hosted by FCC's Diversity Club and the Introduction to Gay and Les-
Ellis Vance bian Studies class taught by Melissa Knight.

Members-At-Large The Diversity Club recently recognized the "Day of Silence" with a group of

Darla Bussey students standing around the fountain on campus with blindfolds over their
Jim Daggs eyes and words about hate crimes and other abuse written on their shirts
Noa Kristi
Kilulu Von Prince They have invited organizations like CCA, EQCA, gayfresno.com, Westcare,
Jason Queen Planned Parenthood, Stonewall Democrats, GSA, PFLAG, and Redl Pride as
Beverly Senkowski well as some of the Churches, to represent themselves. CCA will be staffing

an information table and students will be reading "coming out" stories.
Caren Thomas

Printing Services
Julie Howe

The event is open to everyone; you do not have to be a student to attend. The
Diversity Club hopes this will become an annual event on campus!

CCA Editor & Photographer
Jim Daggs
Asst. Editor
Lee Pamer
Asst. Editor
Ron Wilson




CCA & KVPT PRESENT:

“INTHE LIFE”

Emmy® Award winning talk show host and mother
of four, Rosie O@onnell, recently taped a host shoot
for In the Life, the monthly Gay and L eshian news-
magazine on public television. Ms. O'Donnell hosts
"FAMILY TIES', an episode that exploresthe
diverse and complex world of family within the
LGBT community.

*FAMILY TIES" featuresthree powerful segments that couldn't be
more different from one ancther yet show how families, regardless of
the sexual orientation of the parents or children, are more alike than they
are different. O'Donnell says of her own family experience, “Kelly and |
are constantly reminded as we raise our two sons and two daughters that
thejoys, chalenges and frustrations of family life are universal.”

* Revered singer/songwriter Toshi Reagon allowsfor arare glimpse
into her lifein “Passing it On”. Reagon opens up about the adoption of
her brother’ s daughter and shares how the bond of family extends far
beyond that of blood relatives. "[It] isreally important to continuously
pass down to other generations what you know”, Reagon says. “My
Mom (legendary Bernice Johnson-Reagon) passed that down to me.”

*"A Civil War” follows two women (one, aformer lesbian and the
child's biological parent, the other, the child's non-biological parent)
through the turmail that is caused when parents battle over custody of a
child between state lines. Child custody fights are commonplace but
with two mothers now residing in separate states and fighting for cus-
tody of aminor child, this particular case holds significant political and
social ramifications for the LGBT community. “ Says Janet Miller -
Jenkins, the child’' s non-biological parent; “It never entered my mind
that | wouldn't be considered a parent to my daughter.”

* Finally, in acontinuing effort to highlight excellent documentary
filmmaking, In the Life examines the film “Paternal Instincts’ in this
month’s “Real to Reel” segment. Filmmaker Murray Nossel documents
the story of one gay coupl€'s journey to create a family with the help of
asurrogate mother. Nossel shares the seven-year process behind the
creation of hisfilm.

In the Lifeisthe TV newsmagazine of record on gay and lesbian Amer-
ica A three-time Emmy Award nomineg, | n the Life blends hard-hitting
journalism, lively entertainment reports, and bold commentary for ano-
holds-barred look at gay and lesbian life. A television pioneer, the show
launched in 1992 and became the country’s first regularly scheduled
gay-themed program. Currently in it's 14th season this, In the Lifeis
broadcast on over 130 public television stations nationwide and is seen
by more than a million people each month.

General Contractor

3935 E. Turner

Fresno, CA 93702
559-243-0846 Phone/Fax
ray_hitchcock@comcast.com







FINALLY! LGBT CABLE TELEVISION COMESTO THE VALLEY

CCA has been along time supporter of GLBT television in the Central Valley. For years now, CCA has
proudly sponsored “IN THE LIFE”, the country’sfirst regularly scheduled gay-themed program, seen by
over amillion Public Television viewers monthly.

But one problem we have had is program placement outside of the “prime time” viewing slots. Many stu-
dents and early-rising working viewers can't afford to trade sleep time for TV watching at midnight on a
weekday. Y ou may not be aware that two more options have entered the Valley’s cable viewing lineup:

1. Using Comcast Cable' s “On Demand” movies option, you can now view feature length gay and lesbian
content movies on a*“ pay-for-view” basis-usually with a $3.99 charge.

2. Logo TV dlipped quietly into town as Comcast’ s channel 146. Logo offers afull range of television
viewing options. Examples include: “The Click List: the 50 greatest GLBT films”; Mulholland Drive
David Lynch's surreal take on the destructive allure of Hollywood; The complete “ Tales of the City”,
Armistead Maupin's award-winning Tales of the City that vividly depicts life in San Francisco during
the 70's and 80's; Round Trip Ticket is a globe-trotting travel magazine series that ditches the usual sites
and well-worn paths to seek out the entertaining and little-known alternatives in one international loca-
tion each week; Transgeneration is produced by Sundance Channel and takes an intimate look at the
lives of four transgender college students, about to undergo a sex change operation. All thisplus GLBT
themed CBS news, music videos, the GLAAD Awards, “In The Life” and many other program choices,
make LOGO TV the new entertainment hot spot for CCA viewers.




BILL WOULD REQUIRE TEACHING OF GAY CONTRIBUTIONS TO SOCIETY

The state Senate will consider a bill that would require California schools to teach students about the contributions gay people
have made to society -- an effort that supporters say is an attempt to battle discrimination and opponents say is designed to use the
classroom to get children to embrace homosexuality. The bill, which was passed by a Senate committee Tuesday, would require
schools to buy textbooks ““accurately" portraying ~the sexual diversity of our society." More controversially, it could require that
students hear history lessons on "“the contributions of people who are lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender to the economic, politi-
cal, and social development of Californiaand the United States of America.”

Though it'sa Cdliforniabill, it could have far-reaching implications, not only by setting a precedent but also because Californiais
the nation's largest textbook buyer and as such often sets the standards for publishers who sell nationwide. The bill could aso
bring sex wars roaring back into state politicsin an election year in which gay-rights advocates had already purposefully relegated
same-sex marriage to the legidative back burner, and as signature-gathering efforts for propositions rolling back gay rights had
begun to dow.

“We're totally opposed to inserting sexual orientation into textbooks in our schools. Thisismore than just accepting it, it's forcing
our kids to embrace it, almost celebrate it,” said Karen England, executive director of the public-policy group Capital Resource
Institute, which believes teaching about sexual orientation should be left up to parents. " Thisis not about discrimination. Califor-
niaisone of the most friendly gay, leshian and transgender states in the nation," England said. ~"Thisis abold and out-front at-
tempt to do what | think has always been the goal of a small but very loud group."

The bill's author, Sen. Sheila Kuehl, D-Los Angeles, rejects the criticism. ~“We've been working since 1995 to try to improve the
climate in schools for gay, leshian, bisexual and transgender kids, as well as those kids who are just thought to be gay, because
there is an enormous amount of harassment and discrimination at stake," she said. Kuehl points to research she says concludes that
gay students might do better in school and be less at risk for suicide, truancy or drug and alcohol abuse if they saw their own lives
more accurately reflected in school textbooks and if the issue were more openly discussed in classrooms.

““Teaching materials mostly contain negative or adverse views of us, and that's when they mention us at al," said Kuehl, one of the
Legidature's six openly gay lawmakers. A Senate analysis of her bill noted that one of the few times homosexuality is routinely
discussed in classroomsisin relationship to pathology. “"In textbooks, it's as if there's no gay peoplein Californiaat al, so forget
about it," she said. The hill expands on the existing state education code that already requires inclusion in the curriculum of the
historical role and contributions of members of ethnic and cultural groups.

But central to the coming legidative floor debates will no doubt be questions about how gay issues might be woven into American
history. The answer is till up for debate -- as is which historical figures might be outed in the process, and how textbook authors
would decide their relevance. “"We're not suddenly going to say, “So and so was gay' when they never said that," Kuehl cautioned.
“But if you're teaching Langston Hughes poetry, you get a twofer because he was admittedly gay and he was black. So you could
say he was a gay, black poet and talk about that."

Aegjaie Sellers, executive director of the Billy DeFrank LGBT Center in Santa Clara, said she thinks required gay-history lessons
for students are afantastic idea. “~Gays throughout history should be recognized. This is not something new, this goes back to the
18th and 17th and 16th century," said Sellers. ““The decriminalization of history could go back hundreds of years. There are cer-
tainly people who have made positive contributions to American history but all we ever hear is the tragic stuff." ““Who knows;,"
Sellers asked, ““that the author of "Americathe Beautiful,' Katharine Lee Bates, was gay?"

England says she doesn't really care, because a person's contribution to history doesn't hinge on sexual orientation. *°I don't careiif,
or who, whatever historical figure they want to say is gay," England said. ~If we're discussing history, who someone had sex with
isinappropriate. | don't think most Californians want history and socia sciences taught through the lens of who in history slept
with whom." Sellers said she thinks the need for gay history and other lessons may vary from school to school. ““There are some
schools that have gay-straight alliances where students feel heard and where teachers believe gender identity is not optional, that
you're born with it. And it seems teachers there support and reflect that in their teaching-others don't."

Whether the bill becomes law and if gay-history lessons become mandatory might quickly become Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger's
call. The bill passed the Senate Judiciary Committee by a vote of 3-1. The bill, SB 1437, requires only a mgjority vote in the Asse-
sembly and Senate, meaning that it could pass even if lawmakers -- Republican and Democrat -- voted the same way they did for
last fall's gay-marriage bill. That bill passed, but the governor vetoed it.
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NEEDS YOU.

Several positions on the CCA Board of Directors will become
available in the next few months, and we are looking to the
membership for interested individuals to join our leadership
team.

If you would like to give back to the GLBT community in
Fresno by volunteering a few hours a month, we want to hear
from you. Thisis your opportunity to set the direction of CCA
for the next year.

Do you have special skills? We have a place for you in mem-
bership, finance, events, marketing, awards and many other
areas. But remember, no special skills are required to join our
team. All you need isthe desire to make a difference in our
community.

The Central California Alliance is recognized as acommunity
leader in the great Central Valley. Won't you help lead usinto
the future? Contact Sue Stone at: jnglwmyn@docsue.com or
call Ron Wilson at 221-8132 for more information on how you
can serve.

MILITARY NURSE SUESAIR FORCE

The American Civil Liberties Union is suing the U.S. Air Force Re-
serves to challenge the discharge of a decorated flight nurse who had
been in aleshian relationship for several years.

The ACLU sued in Seattle's U.S. District Court to bar Maj. Margaret
Witt's discharge based on the Supreme Court's 2003 Lawrence v.
Texas decision, which struck down laws prohibiting consensual sex
between adults of the same gender. "Our basic legal theory is that
Maj. Witt is being discharged from the Air Force for doing something
that she has a congtitutional right to do," ACLU staff attorney Aaron
Caplan told the News Tribune of Tacoma, Wash.

"Thisis one of the few [cases] that have been filed after the Lawrence
v. Texas decision,” said Steve Ralls, spokesman for the Servicemem-
bers Legal Defense Network, which advocates ending the Pentagon's
"don't ask, don't tell" policy on gays in military service. Ralls believes
thisisthefirst time this particular court has heard a challenge to "don't
ask, don't tell" since Lawrence v. Texas was decided.

The military'sinvestigation into Witt's persond life, Ralls said, began
with atip that would have a"difficult time sustaining a test of credibil-
ity in court,” which he said is crucia to a successful "don't ask, don't
tell" discharge. Witt was in acommitted relationship with afemale
civilian from 1997 to 2003. She joined the Air Forcein 1986 and
earned several honors while serving in the Persian Gulf, including the
Air Force Commendation Medal for saving the life of a Department of
Defense employee.

"I just want to do my job," Witt told the News Tribune. "1 want to be
out there with my military family, for the soldiers who need me. It's
kind of awaste of anurse right now."




GLBT “"GENERATION GAP” POSESNEW CHALLENGES

A growing generation gap existsin the LGBT community, posing a challenge for social workersand activists, according
to a new publication by the Institute for Gay and L esbian Strategic Studiesin Amherst, Mass.

" A generation turnsaround in five yearsnow," said Janis Bohan, a co-author of the study. The experiences of leshian,
gay, bisexual and transgender people growing up have changed in such aradical way that it is difficult for people five
yearsolder to fully understand what has happened to the previous generation, Bohan found.

"Ininterviewswith LGBT youth and adults, we found a noticeable gap in communications acr 0ss gener ations," noted
Glenda Russell, another co-author. " LGBT adultstend to project their own experiences onto today@ young people, when
in fact the lives of today@ young people ar e often quite different.”

One example of thisgeneration gap, noted in the study, was the alter native proms or ganized by LGBT adultsfor their
counter parts among high school youth. Theresearchers believe these proms ar e actually designed to meet the needs of the
adult organizer swho missed their own promsrather than those of today@ young people.

Theresearchersbelieve LGBT adultstend to focus on the suffering and isolation of LGBT youth, even though many such
teens are actually doing well. " The only youth adults only see arethe onesin trouble. What we®e not noticing isthe youth
who are not struggling, who have support groups. . . and aredoing just fine," said Bohan. Bohan noted that young

L GBT people sometimes complain that no one is doing anything about discrimination, unawar e of the decades of prior
activism.

Russell saysthat the study isimportant because " if we don® pay attention to both sides of thisage spectrum, wearein
danger of losing important continuity of who we are as a people and losing the lessons that only come from the continuous
understanding of history." " The good newsisthat both sides can learn from each other," Bohan said. " LGBT adults
should bewilling to follow the lead of young people, and young L GBT people should be willing to use adults as mentors.”

Y oung people often provide a fresh per spective on issuesthat is both less constrained by past strategiesfor problem solv-
ing and lessreliant on older -- and perhaps incorrect -- assumptions about the degree of homophobia, thereport notes. It
concludesthat L GBT adults have greater experience and resour ces and are more familiar with the historical roots of the
LGBT movement. The challenge, the resear cher s note, isto createintergenerational contact. Among their suggestionsis
the creation of youth panelsthat feature positive stories of coming out.

1,000 SAME-SEX MARRIAGES IN SPAIN

More than 1,000 same-sex couples have been married in Spain since last summer when the marriage equality law took
effect, according tointernational newsreports. A high-ranking official in Spain@ruling Socialist Party, Pedro Zerolo,
made the announcement.

Zerolo, who isgay and married, said that 800 same-sex marriage cer emonies have been performed, but the number only
accountsfor the country@civil registriesthat are computerized, which is about half. " Asof today, there should be more
than 1,000 same-sex couples married and about the same number of applications going through," he said.

He added that since the law took effect in June, mor e than 10 per cent of the marriages taking place each month havein-
volved same-sex couples. Spain wasthethird country to grant civil marriage rightsto same-sex couples, after the Nether-
lands and Belgium. A few weekslater Canada became the fourth country to do so.




CHURCH SCHOOLS HAVE
EQUALITY RIDERSARRESTED

Two dozen peoplewere arrested at the Brigham Young
Univer sity campus recently on trespassing char ges after
creating a makeshift memorial to LGBT Mormonswho
have committed suicide over their church@treatment.

Fifteen of the arresteeswere part of the Equality Ride,
an outreach group that istrying to bring " a message of
inclusion" to conservative religious collegesthat dis-
criminate against LGBT students. The other ninewere
current or former students of BY U, which isowned by
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.

Theactivistscarried liliesand formed a procession to
the campus gates, wher e names of individuals who com-
mitted suicide wereread aloud, an Equality Ride
spokesper son said. One by one, the activists crossed onto
campus and lay down on the grass until police asked
them to leave, escorted them off campus and gave them
summonses on the trespassing charges. Thelilieswere
left behind asa memorial.

"Theliliesare symbalic of both lifeand death," said
Haven Herrin, Equality Ride co-director. " [t@ particu-
larly fitting during the Christian Holy Week that we
remember those whose lives wer e not able to bloom be-
cause of the despair they felt from their church@ teach-
ings on homosexuality."

The church has excommunicated membersfor being
openly gay. Thearrestsfollow a similar incident in
which five pro-gay activists wer e escorted by police off
campus.

The Utah University wasthe 13th stop on the 20-stop
Equality Ride. Members of the group were also arrested
during stops at Regent, Liberty and Oral Roberts uni-
versities -- all conservative Christian schools. Therideis
coor dinated by Soulforce, a national group dedicated to
ending " spiritual violence' against LGBT people.




LET USKNOW YOUR OPINION!

If you would like to express your views regarding CCA or any
state, local, national, or international LGBT issue, just send us
aletter or email and we will include it in our next issue - space
permitting. Please limit your letters to 200 words and be sure
to sign them. Connections will not publish open letters,
anonymous letters, form letters or poetry.

Mail to: P.O. Box 16422, Fresno, CA 93755
(Attention: Jim Daggs-Editor)
or e-mail: thatccaguy@comcast.net
Monthly cutoff dateisthe 15th.

*GAY THEMED” NETWORK “LOGO” REJECTS “"GAY THEMED” CHURCH AD

PlanetOut reports that an ad touting the gay-inclusive policy of the 1.3 million-member United Church of Christ has been re-
fused by at least 17 broadcast and cable outlets, including the Big Four TV networks and the gay-themed cable channel Logo.
The denomination’s 30-second "ejector” commercial begins with a shot of an African-American mother in a church pew, trying
to calm afussing baby. As fellow worshippers become more impatient with the baby, someone in the wings pushes an gjector
button, sending mother and baby flying from the pew.

A gay couple, an Arab American, aperson using awalker and others get gjected as well. The humorous spot suggests that the
United Church of Christ welcomes people who may not find afriendly reception at other churches, atheme underscored by the
announcer, who says, "No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you're welcome here."

In an embarrassing turn of events, the gay-themed cable channel Logo, which is owned by Viacom and operated by MTV, re-
jected the ad, saying that MTV's policy of standards and practices "does not accept advocacy or religious advertising that ap-
pears to disparage any organization, denomination or individual." The policy appliesto al MTV Networks' channels, which
include MTV, VH1, Comedy Central, Logo and Nickel odeon, the company said in a written statement. The ad is airing
throughout April on CNN, aswell ason A&E, AMC, BET, the Hallmark and History channels, TBS, TNT, E!, Lifetime, Si-TV
and Azteca America.

The Protestant denomination disputes the suggestion that its ad disparages other religions. Church leaders maintain that the ads
are merely an attempt to reach out to those, especially LGBT people, who may feel rejected by other denominations. Last week,
the church launched a letter-writing campaign to urge Logo executives to accept its latest ad. "Viacom'srefusal to air this new
commercia is an example of an apparent policy that failsto allow for afull range of religious expression in the United States,"
the denomination's action alert stated.

The United Church of Christ has spent $1.5 million on the ad and air time, according to Ron Buford, director of the church's
four-year Stillspeaking Initiative, which touts the denomination's policy of inclusion. The gjector ad is the third in the series, but
not the first to be rejected by networks. The church's similarly themed "bouncer" ad, in which gays and other minority groups
were prevented from entering a church, was also given thumbs-down by the major broadcast networks and several cable outlets.

A Logo spokesman told the PlanetOut Network that MTV's standards and practices department does not have a blanket policy
of rejecting religious ads, and noted that it has accepted ads from the United Methodist Church and the Church of Latter-day
Saints as well as an earlier ad from UCC.

The Commercial Closet, a Web site which monitors TV ads for signs of homophobia or gay stereotyping, has praised al three
UCC ads for treating homosexuality, bisexuality or being transgender as a nonissue. Mike Wilke, founder of the Commercial
Closet, suggested that Viacom's ad policies are not written consistently but stopped short of criticizing Logo or its parent com-
pany. "l imagine this was not an easy decision (for the network) to make," he said. "L ogo has taken a particular positioning for
itself in the marketplace by rejecting anything confrontational in format, and movies on the network are edited for language.”

Jeff Lutes, executive director of Soulforce, was less sanguine about the decision, and denounced MTV's policy as a "dangerous
double standard about religion in the media." "Ads that promote the truth about God's inclusive love for all people are rejected
because they say they might be disparaging to another religion, while Christian fundamentalists are free to disparage LGBT
people over the airwaves and their outrageous lies go unchecked," Lutes said.
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GAY MAYOR OF PARISVISITS MAYOR OF GAY SAN FRANCISCO

The mayor of Paris arrived in San Francisco on Wednesday to kick off athree-day visit marking the 10th anniversary
of the sister-city relationship between the two cultural hubs.

Whilein town, Bertrand Delanoé will meet with local |eaders to talk about interests shared by the cities, including
how to combat homel essness and discrimination and a desire to connect their growing digital mediaindustries. De-
lanoé, 55, is aso one of the few high-profile politicians in France to be openly gay.

A statement issued by Mayor Gavin Newsom announcing Delanoé's visit focused on what Paris and San Francisco
can learn from each other The visit is Delano€'s first trip to San Francisco in an official capacity, but he has been to
the city before becoming mayor in 2001. He has a packed agenda, which includes attending the opening of the San
Francisco Internationa Film Festival at the Castro Theatre this evening, followed by an official city dinner hosted by
Newsom at the Getty mansion in Pacific Heights.

He also will tour Google's headquartersin Mountain View, George Lucas' Letterman Digital Arts Center in San
Francisco's Presidio, and have lunch at French restaurant Le Central with former Mayor Willie Brown, who traveled
to Parisin 1996 for the signing of the sister cities agreement. hortly after arriving on Wednesday afternoon, Delanoé
toured a photography exhibition of the 1906 earthquake at the Palace of the Legion of Honor, which was modeled
after the 18th century Palais de la Légion d'Honneur in Paris.

In Paris, the fact that Delanoé is openly gay is a nonissue, his aides said Wednesday. He made his sexual orientation
public when ajournalist asked him about it before he was € ected mayor. Delanoé will meet with Newsom at City
Hall and then participate in sessions dealing with homel essness, discrimination and digital media. The mayors are
expected to sign amemorandum of understanding establishing Paris and San Francisco as "Digital Sister Cities," an
agreement aimed at linking new-technology businesses in the two cities
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|RONIC: STRAIGHT STUDENT WINS GAY HARRASSMENT SETTLEMENT

TONGANOXIE, Kan. -- A small-town teenager who was bullied for years by classmates because they
believed he was gay was awar ded $440,000 in a settlement with the local school district, hislawyer
said. Thursday@ settlement ended a long-running battle between the Tonganoxie School District and
18-year-old Dylan Theno, who sued in May 2004, claiming he was harassed with homophobic surs
from seventh grade until he quit school in hisjunior year.

Under the terms, the school district and itsinsurance company will pay Theno $440,000, said his at-
torney, Arthur Benson. " | expect this case will have profound effects nationwide in dealing with
schoolyard bullying and harassment,” Benson said. " I nsurance companies will have a very power ful
economic incentiveto see that districtsCanti-harassment policies ar e aggressive and effective."

Theno@ lawsuit contended that the district enforced its sexual harassment policy when a female stu-
dent was harassed, but didn®in Theno@ case. Callsto the school district and its attorney, Steven
Pigg, were not immediately returned. Tonganoxie, 20 mileswest of Kansas City, has about 2,700 resi-
dents. A federal jury in August had found in Theno@ favor, but thedistrict appealed and a judge or -
dered afederal mediator to try to settle the dispute.

Theno, who testified that he isn@ gay, recently earned his GED and attends a vocational-technical
school in Kansas City. " | feel great,” he said about the settlement. "1 mean, you have all that lifted off
your shouldersat once. The school district hasfinally been held accountable for their actions.”
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LAPD TO MARCH AT THE SUMMER GAY GAMES

The Los Angeles Police Department has become the first major law-enfor cement sponsor of the Gay Games V11 in Chi-
cago, the department announced Thursday. Police Chief William Bratton said that he will allow officersto march in uni-
form during the gamesCopening cer emony, and the agency will recruit new officers at the games.

Thedecision marksthefirst timethe department hasrecruited outside Southern Californiain four years. Gay Games
attendees can take thefirst step in the hiring process, awritten test, on July 18, 19, 20 or 22 at the Chicago Hilton. At
least 12 L os Angeles officer s have signed up to compete in the games and plan on wearing their police uniforms during
the eventsCopening ceremony.

The department will also be prominent in many of the promational and marketing materials for the games, according to
Gay Games V1| Executive Director Brian McGuinness. " | think this showsjust how far things have progressed, We®@e
moving beyond mer e tolerance to outright acceptance and support from all areas of society.” The LAPD has perhaps
made the big leapstoward tolerancein recent years. Since the early 1990s, the LAPD has shifted from being hostile to-
ward lesbian and gay officersto becoming what many see as a national model for integrating openly gay cops. Today,
mor e than 150 gay L APD officersare out, serving in virtually every division.

The LAPD participation in the Gay Games demonstr ates the department@ commitment to creating an open and inclu-
sive wor kfor ce, according to Officer Michael Jolicoeur, the gay and lesbian coordinator for LAPD recruitment. " LAPD
will continue to aggressively reach out to men and women from all races, economic backgrounds, and religious and sex-
ual orientation.” McGuinness added that heis courting the Chicago police department and other nearby law enfor ce-
ment departmentsto participate.

Gay Games VI, to be held July 15-22, 2006, is a festival of sporting eventsfor lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
athletes. Morethan a tournament, the Gay Gamesisa gathering of the " inter national sportsand arts community that
changes lives, attitudes, and the very natur e of competition,” said McGuinness.

Rev. Lee Cruise, Pastor

10am Worship & Sunday School
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LGBT FAMILIES STAND OUT AT WHITE HOUSE EGG ROL L

Thegoal of the Family Pride Coalition wasto createa
visible LGBT presence at the April 17 White House
Easter Egg Roll, and the group succeeded with flying
colors. Family Pride brought together about 100 families
to participate in the annual White House tradition, and
news outlets across the country, including the Washing-
ton Post, the Houston Chronicle, the Los Angeles Times
and awiddy syndicated Associated Press story, printed
stories and photos of same-sex couples and their children
taking part in the festivities, decked out in rainbow leis
to help them stand out in the crowd,

"1 think it helped in some small way advance the conver -
sation we®@e having in this country about gay and lesbian families and about who we are," said Jennifer
Chrider, executive director of Family Pride.

Since Family Pride@ plansto bring LGBT familiesto the Easter Egg Roll became public last January, some
Christian conservative critics, most vocally Mark Tooley of the I nstitute of Religion and Democracy, had ac-
cused Family Pride of trying to politicize the event Y et Kevin Patton-Hock, who traveled to D.C. from Somer -
villewith hispartner, Arthur, and their sons, Mao, 6, and Chet, 5, said that culture war politics were noticeably
absent from the event. Patton-Hock said the LGBT familieswere part of a diver se collection of familiesthat par-
ticipated in the event, and he said the presence of LGBT families proved an educational experiencefor their
straight peers

" For those peopleit wasvery instructive," said Patton-Hock " | think therewasalot of [straight parents] look-
ing [and thinking], @h, what are they like?®looking to seewhat a gay family is."

Patlon-Hock and Chrisler both confirmed press accountsthat there were a handful of protestors standing out-
side the event but said they had littleinteraction with any of the families attending the Easter Egg Roll

To ensurethat they were ableto receive ticketsto the event, which wer e given out on afir st-come, fir st-served

basis starling April 15, many LGBT parents began lining up outside the White House the night before. Patton-
Hock said he planted himself in line at about 8 p.m. April 14 while his partner and their children stayed over-

night at a local friend@home. He said some parents set up tentsfor the night, while otherstried to catch a

couple hour s€eleep on the sidewalk.

Yet lining up the night before did not guarantee LGBT families a prime spot at the Easter Egg Roll. Thefirst
familieswith Family Pridereceived invitationsto arrive at noon, three hours after the official kick-off to the
event, which was attended by President George W. Bush and First Lady

Laura Bush. By the time Family Pride Coalition families _reallowed into the event the president and first lady
wer e long gone. White House Press Secretary Scott McClellan told press April 17 that the morning had been
reserved for volunteer sfrom youth organizationslike Big Brothers, Big Sisters, 4-H, Campfire USA, Citizen
Corps, YMCA, and Youth Service America. When asked why LGBT familieswailing over night were given

ticketsfor later in the day McClellan told presstherewas nothing out of the ordinary about setting aside the
first ticketsfor special guests

(Continued on next page)

14



(Continued from previous page)

@vdl, | think you@e covered the egg roll probably thelast few years, and one of the things that we have started a
tradition of is designating sometime for special groupsto come and participate in the Easter Egg Roll. Go back
to May of - or go back to 2003; | think we set aside time for military families and their children to participatein
theeggroll. And thisyear there®a special group that we set aside the morning timefor,” McClellan said, ac-
cording to the White House transcript of that day@ press briefing.

In 2003 the event was actually closed to the public, and the tickets werereserved exclusively for the children of
military families. In 2004 and 2005 the event was open to the public and families were able to obtain ticketsfor
the start of the event. Chrisler said Family Pride has no complaints about the president and first lady leaving

beforethearrival of LGBT families. " Our number one goal was participating, and so wewerethrilled to bethere
whenever we got our timed entry dots. For alot of our parents noon was an easier time, frankly, to get our kids
there," said Chridler.

Chridler, who attended with her partner, former Massachusetts State Senator and former Human Rights

Campaign Executive Director Cheryl Jacques, and their 4-year-old twin boys Timmy and Tommy, said the bot-
tom linewasthat the Easter Egg Roll was a great event for parentsand their kids. "It wasareally fun time. It is
an incredible event There® just so much for the kidsto do 1t@ amazing to be on the White House lawn just be-
cause of what it symbolizesfor our country," said Chrider." Our kidshad a blast."
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