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SAY HOWDY TO OUR GSA GANG 

WELCOME TO THE OLD HOMESTEAD 

FIRST STOP--THE SALOON!!! 

CHECK ALL GUNS WITH THE SHERIFF 

HOW ‘BOUT A HAND OF POKER TIME FOR SOME GRUB  ONE LITTLE COWPOKE 

The beautiful Huntington boulevard home of Kathy Adams and Robin 
McGehee was the location of CCA’s annual fundraiser  on May 6th. The 
weather  was perfect and spir its were high as 60 plus CCA members and 
fr iends gathered for  an evening of fun, food and enter tainment. 

 

A great group of GSA student volunteers welcomed our  attendees and sold 
the dr ink and gaming tickets. Bar tender  Mark, kept the spir its flowing,  and 
the action was hot and heavy at the two black jack tables. A great “ country 
womyn”  team provided a humorous song-filled inter lude. 

 

Hewitt’s cater ing provided a bountiful “ brokeback”  buffet. Surpr isingly, the 
home-made meatloaf turned out to be the hit of the night, along with mashed 
potatoes, gravy and Caesar  salad. How better  to end the meal than with a 
choice of strawberry, almond toffee or  chocolate caramel tar t--or  even better , 
a little of all three!  

 

Through the generosity of our  members, we are please to announce that the 
evening netted over  $2,000, to be used for  CCA’s char itable projects. I t is im-
por tant to understand that most CCA monthly events, such as the Comedy 
Night or  the Wine Tour , are designed to “ break even”  in order  to keep the 
cost to our  members as low as possible. I f these events do make money, it is 
used to present other   CCA events. 

 

But the CCA Annual Fundraiser  is different: All profit from this event is 
used for  the many grants handed out dur ing our  annual Talent Night. We 
express our  gratitude to all of those CCA members whose suppor t of the 

annual fundraiser allows us to fulfill the philanthropic mission of CCA. 
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CCA  Events and Meetings 

 

May 8th- CCA Board Meeting 

Interested in joining our Board, Events or Marketing committees? 

Call Darla Bussey (559) 222-7356 or Jim Daggs (559) 224-9653 
 

2006 Calendar  
 

July 4, 2006 Fourth of July CCA Family Swim Party  

 

 

July 22, 2006 - Houseboat Float 
at Bass Lake 

 

 

 

August  19th - Fresno Underground Gardens Tour 

 

 

 

September 5, 2006 - Jade Esteban 
Estrada-Icons: Volume 2 

 

 

October  7 &  8, 2006 - Gay Days at Disneyland 

 

 

November TBA - Guest Speaker TBA 

 

 

December TBA - Annual Holiday Party 
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Mission Statement 
The Central California Alliance 
is a not-for-profit organization 
dedicated to promoting positive 
change, equal rights, social and 
networking opportunities for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and   
transgender people through  
programs of community service 
and philanthropy. 

Board of Directors: 
President 

Sue Stone 

 

Past President 

Robin McGehee 

 

Vice President 

Lorenzo Holguin 

 

Treasurer  

Ron Wilson 

 

Secretary 

Ellis Vance 

 

Members-At-Large 

Darla Bussey 

Jim Daggs 

Noa Kristi 

Kilulu Von Prince 

Jason Queen 

Beverly Senkowski 

Caren Thomas 

Pr inting Services 

Julie Howe 

 

CCA Editor  &  Photographer 

Jim Daggs 

Asst. Editor  

Lee Palmer 

Asst. Editor  

Ron Wilson 
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Celebrating 13 Years of Pride & Service 
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CCA & KVPT PRESENT:  

 

“ IN THE LIFE”   
 

 

This June on In the Life, America’s gay 
and lesbian newsmagazine presents 
“PRIDE IN ACTION,”  an episode fea-
turing three remarkable members of the 
LGBT community–a young medical 
student, a high school student, and a 
veteran actor–each of whom is making 
unique contributions to social activism. 
Hosted by political humorist and per-
former Kate Clinton. 

� � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � �
 General Contractor 
 

 3935 E. Turner 

 Fresno, CA 93702 

 559-243-0846 Phone/Fax 

 ray_hitchcock@comcast.com 

� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� � � � �� � � � �

   

    *First, in “A Bronx Tale,”  we meet John Paul Sanchez, 
known as J.P., who’s about to graduate from New York’s re-
nowned Albert Einstein College of Medicine. With his skill and 
drive J.P. could succeed anywhere, but his dream is to stay right 
where he is to serve a community in need, the community he 
grew up in, the Bronx.  

 

  * There are roughly 3,000 gay-straight alliances (GSAs) in 
high schools across the country. These student-run groups pro-
mote dialogue and tolerance. Some have been openly wel-
comed, others bitterly opposed. In “ I’m Still Emily,”  In the Life 
travels to the heartland of the nation to meet seventeen-year-old 
Emily Frerichs, the only person to publicly come out in her rural 
community. Her efforts to start a GSA offer a window into what 
it means to be young, gay, and a devout Christian in middle 
America.  

 

   * Finally, in this month’s Real to Reel segment, filmmakers 
Charles Ignacio and John Catania share their insights into the 
genius of actor and playwright Charles Busch in their documen-
tary, “The Lady in Question is Charles Busch."  

 

 

 * In the Life is the TV newsmagazine of record on gay and 
lesbian America. A three-time Emmy Award nominee, In the 
Life blends hard-hitting journalism, lively entertainment reports, 
and bold commentary for a no-holds-barred look at gay and 
lesbian life. A television pioneer, the show launched in 1992 
and became the country’s first regularly scheduled gay-themed 
program. Currently in it©s 14th season this, In the Life is broad-
cast on over 130 public television stations nationwide and is 
seen by more than a million people each month. 
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ELLIS VANCE GIVES VOICE TO CCA  AT MAYOR’S FORUM  

 

In April, CCA Board Member and Political Action Chairperson, Ellis Vance, attended an inaugural session of the 
Mayor’s Forum for Civil Understanding at the invitation of Mayor Alan Autry at City Hall. 

 

This Forum was based on the historic “Radio Forum for a Better Understanding”  that aired on KMJ from 1937 to 
1954. Mayor Autry partnered with Rev. Bryan Jessup of the Interfaith Alliance and Dr. Ron  Claassen of the Center 
for Peacemaking and Conflict Studies at Fresno Pacific University “ to bring together a group of community leaders 
for the purpose of encouraging participants to listen to one another as human beings, to lessen the strife and stridency 
on complicated issues, and to enable participants to identify common interests that might lead to mutually beneficial 
responses.”  

 

In choosing participants for the Forum, Mayor Autry sought to involve leaders, clergy, business people and citizens 
from varying perspective who were willing to listen to one another and work together as common interests were dis-
covered. Participants included members of the clergy (Christian, Jewish, Muslim, and Buddhist), the Fresno Human 
Rights Commission, Planned Parenthood, Women’s Studies from Fresno State, and members of the LGBT commu-
nity. 

 

The topic of the first Forum was “Committed Relationships: How do we name them and how do we respect and con-
structively support all the human beings involved?”  Discussion centered on the community relationship between het-
erosexual and homosexual people in Fresno. Mayor Autry stated that he had chosen this topic because, “ I care about 
every citizen of this city and I am concerned that the harsh rhetoric of political demonstrations on both sides of this 
issue hurts us all. I want to encourage a different kind of conversation through the environment of civil discussion 
that this forum will provide.”  

 

As Autry stated, “The guiding metaphor for this effort is the rich agricultural diversity of the San Joaquin Valley it-
self. There are many different crops here, each valuable in their own way and contributing to the richness of our agri-
culture. Each needs to be tended and cared for, honored and respected, as do the people who form the diverse fabric 
of our community. So let’s build the barn, till the farm, and harvest civil understanding.”  

 

The mayor further stated that the forum would seek to identify common goals that could be used to work together for 
the good of the community. His expectation was not that there would be total agreement in the group on any issue, 
but that a better understanding of differences would grow out of the opportunity for constructive intercourse. Facilita-
tor, Ron  Claassen, helped the participants consider the question, “ If we can develop some responses that address all 
of the interests of the group, would that be acceptable to you?”   

Participants articulated their positions on the issue of Committed Relationships and reasons why they held those posi-
tions. 

 

Important issues raised by the more progressive liberal participants were: 

  1. A committed relationship is a relationship between two people who love each other and are committed to 
each other for a lifetime, regardless of sexual orientation; God blesses all loving, committed relationships. 

 2. Should the Bill of Rights be for the purpose of supporting and protecting the rights of all citizens or for 
taking them away? 

 3. The government should recognize committed relationships for all its citizens. 

 4. Laws should not be based on particular religious beliefs, doctrines, or dogma;  man is fallible, God is in-
fallible. 
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5. The Bible is open to many interpretations and translations; only God knows what is true and correct. 

6. Societies who recognize same-sex commitments have not become less moral  or less stable; ie. Canada, Neth-
erlands, Belgium, Spain, South Africa. 

 

 For some in the more progressive group, there were different viewpoints on the importance of the word 
“marriage”  itself; some believing strongly that “marriage”  should be the same for same-sex commitments as it is 
for opposite-sex couples. Others did not believe the word “marriage”  was that important if the same civil and le-
gal rights were afforded to same-sex domestic partners as those of the opposite sex. 

 

 There was definitely disagreement among the participants on the issue of whether homosexuality is a choice or 
predetermined at the time of conception, with the more conservative participants believing it to be choice and the 
more liberal with the opposite viewpoint. This is a sticking point that may never be bridged until more definitive 
research in the medical and psychological fields prove beyond a doubt that “we are born that way.”  

 

 I came away believing that the process worked well and that the two afternoons spent together were profitable. If 
for no other reason, those present developed a better understanding of and respect for each other, not withstanding 
their differences. 

 

 On the other hand, it would be difficult for me to walk hand-in-hand or participate in community ven-
tures together in the future, no matter how worthwhile, if the persons I am a walking hand-in-hand with 
are seeking to deny my rights as an American citizen or proclaiming that I am not a perfect creation of 
my Creator. 
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MARY, MARY, QUITE CONTRARY 
Opinion - By Keith Boykin 

 

Mary Cheney is mad. After years of silence, the openly lesbian daughter of Vice President Dick Cheney is fed up and 
finally speaking up.  

 

 She didn©t speak up when the GOP tried to write discrimination into the Constitution. She didn©t speak up when her 
father©s friends in the Republican Party tried to use same-sex marriage as a wedge issue to win the 2004 election. And 
although she has been in a long-term relationship with her partner, she didn©t speak up when her father©s boss told the 
world that marriage should be between a man and a woman. But now she has a new book, and she©s finally ready to 
speak up. 

 

 After years of criticism, it should come as no surprise that Cheney takes off her gloves to fight back. But who is she 
fighting against? Not against the Republicans who spearheaded the gay-marriage wedge issue. Nor is she fighting 
against the party strategists who have worked hand-in-hand with the religious right to exploit homosexuality as an evil 
perversion. And she©s certainly not fighting against her famous and powerful father or his even more powerful boss.  

 

 Instead, she©s fighting against former presidential candidate Sen. John Kerry and his former running mate, Sen. John 
Edwards, because they called her what she must consider a bad name -- "lesbian."  

 

 In the category of gay people I don©t understand, Mary Cheney has now leapfrogged near the top of the list. Still, she 
has some prominent gay supporters. Former Human Rights Campaign executive director Elizabeth Birch and her part-
ner, Hilary Rosen, former CEO of the Recording Industry Association of America, wrote an op-ed in the Washington 
Post that described the publicity around Cheney©s book tour as a "teachable moment" that "has the potential to be a 
transforming moment for all Americans." I wish I could be as optimistic. 

 

 Cheney©s new book, "Now It©s My Turn: A Daughter©s Chronicle of Political Life," reportedly devotes two chapters to 
her anger and dislike of Kerry and Edwards, but only a few paragraphs about her coming out -- and never seems to find 
any problem with her father, whose administration is pushing the most anti-gay federal legislative agenda in recent his-
tory.  

 

 Although she publicly differs with President Bush on the Federal Marriage Amendment, she still reserves most of her 
criticism for the other party. That would be the party that does not control the White House, the Congress or the Su-
preme Court. So why is she so upset about the party out of power? Because Sen. Kerry and Sen. Edwards said nice 
things about her being gay, she thinks Edwards is a "complete and total slime" and Kerry is a "son of a bitch." That 
makes no sense. In fact, it sounds like someone hasn©t yet reconciled her sexuality with her politics.  

 

 With statements like "I think they have done the exact right thing in Iraq," it©s hard to take Mary seriously as anything 
more than an openly gay flack for the GOP. I don©t expect her to attack her own father or to criticize the mother who 
once denied she was a lesbian, but neither do I expect her to harbor resentment because someone said she is gay. And 
while she©s getting angry, perhaps she should look around the next White House dinner party before she starts digging 
up ancient history. 

 

 I admire and respect Elizabeth Birch and Hilary Rosen, and I think they may be right that this could be a teachable 
moment for America. But Mary Cheney seems to be the wrong person at the wrong time to get that message across. 
Said journalist and commentator Michelangelo Signorile, "I think she ultimately impacts us negatively by coming out 
and giving cover to her mother and her father, who are both supporting a president who wants to make us second-class 
citizens."  

 

 Author Keith Boykin is a former special assistant to President Clinton and now serves as president of the National 
Black Justice Coalition. 
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MEET THE CANDIDATES 

 

 Biography of Board of Directors Candidate 

 Ron Avedisian   
 

 I have been a member of the Central California Alliance, 
along with my partner Gary, since 2003.  In the past year 
I have served as a member of the Awards and Events 
Committees.  In my role as a  Certified Professional Par-
liamentarian I provided expert advice to the Bylaws Com-
mittee regarding the revision of the CCA Bylaws. 

   

 I hold a Ph.D in Health Physics and am currently em-
ployed at California State University Fresno as a Health 
and Safety Specialist.  I also am currently the Second 
Vice President of the American Institute of Parliamentari-
ans; a current board member and past president of the 
Fresno State Time Out Club; and an active participant in 
the Bulldog Foundation. 
 

CCA LOSES A DEAR 
FRIEND 

 
We are saddened to repor t the passing of CCA 
member  Gwen “ Dinky”  DeMera. Gwen passed 
away on Monday, May 1, 2006, in her  home, at 
the age of 70.  

She was a loving partner , mother  and grand-
mother . She was well known for  her  sharp mind 
and quick wit. Gwen was the life par tner  of CCA 
Board member  Julie Howe. 

CCA is accepting donations in Gwen’s memory 
to be used for  student scholarships. Remem-
brances may be mailed to CCA Treasurer  Ron 
Wilson at P. O. Box 16422, Fresno CA., 93755. 
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UNIVERSITY THEATRE TO  STAGE GAY THEMED PLAY 

 

For their  2006-2007  season, the University Theatre at California State University, Fresno announced that 
“ The Laramie Project,”  a play about the Matthew Shepard murder , wr itten by Moisés Kaufman and the 
Members of the Tectonic Theater Project and directed by professor  Brad Myers, will be staged Dec. 8-10 and 
12-16 in the John Wr ight Theatre at Fresno State. Treat a straight fr iend to an enlightening night out. 
  

 
FIRST EVER PRIDE DAY ESTABLISHED AT FRESNO CITY COLLEGE 

 

 

On May 1st, CCA  Treasurer , Ron Wilson, staffed a booth at the first FCC Pr ide Day, handing out 
informational packets to interested students. We asked the major  sponsor of this event, the Diversity 
Club, for  a statement about their  organization and this project. Here is their  reply:  

 

“ The Fresno City College Diversity Club, former ly known as Unity, was re-established by a student 
in 2004.  The club’s initial goal was to simply provide a safe space for  GLBTQ students.  The club 
still fulfills this goal but over  time the goals have expanded.  Creating a presence at Fresno City Col-
lege was something that club members wanted to accomplish and they have done just that. 

 

Fresno City College held its First Ever  Pr ide Day on May 1, 2006.  I t was sponsored by the FCC  

Diversity Club and Professor  Knight’s Intro to Lesbian &  Gay Studies class.  The day was filled with 
coming out stor ies, poems, speeches and music. 

 

 n addition to this, there were many information booths to help educate our  FCC student body and 
raise awareness about GLBTQ issues and concerns.  We also had a great turn out with lots of support 
and involvement from the community.  The success of this event was the result of a lot of hard work 
and effor t put for th by students.  The students involved with putting this event together  are incredi-
ble.  They each contr ibuted something special.  We are extremely proud of them. 

 

However, we are most proud of the sense of community felt by all who par ticipated in this event.  I t 
was a wonderful celebration, one we plan to have every year . Recently, the Diversity Club was voted 
“ Most Active Club”  on campus by College Activities at Fresno City College.  Our presence has been 
officially recognized and acknowledged.”   



9 

 

� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� � � � �� � � � �

THE BULLDOG PRIDE FUND  
AT FRESNO STATE 

Founded in the spring of 2005, the BPF is an endowment 
dedicated to providing an annuity to support students at 
Fresno State. All donations are tax-deductible to the full ex-
tent of the law. 

 

In January of this year, the Board of Directors of the Fresno 
State Alumni Association (FSAA) officially approved the 
BPF as a student scholarship. (A minimum of $5,000 in ac-
cumulated donations was required for this approval.)  

 

 Then, in February, $5,000.00 was moved from the FSAA 
general scholarship account into a “stand-alone”  BPF en-
dowment account that is being managed by Merrill Lynch. 
The interest (earnings) of this account will be used to fund 
these scholarships, while the principal will continue to earn 
interest in perpetuity for the funding of future scholarships. 

 

 Later this summer, a returning or incoming Fresno State 
student with “good academic standing”  that “has demon-
strated pride in the community”  will be selected as the first 
recipient of the BPF. This initial scholarship distribution will 
be used for the 2006-07 academic year. 

 

 Additionally, the selected student will be publicly recog-
nized at the FSAA sponsored event— the Top Dog Alumni 
Awards Gala— which will be held at the Save Mart Center 
at Fresno State on October 13, 2006. 

 

 The beneficial value of the Bulldog Pride Scholarship Fund 
is that it provides an annuity to student(s) with the interest 
that is accumulated. In other words, the principal always 
remains, but the interest (or earnings) is donated as a student 
scholarship on an annual basis. As the Fund grows it will 
provide its earnings as a student scholarship in perpetuity, or 
year-after-year.  

 

 As of May 15, 2006; the BPF has surpassed $10,000 in total 
donations. Your donation made today will give in some ca-
pacity, tomorrow and forever. Support and give. Online @ 
www.bulldogpride.org. 
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MEET THE CANDIDATES 

 

Biography of Board of Directors Candidate Blue Elijah Riggs 

 

I  have worked for  many years, both within and outside of the GLBT community to facilitate social justice and 
equity for  all people. I  came out to my fr iends in high school as a lesbian but knew that term didn’ t “ fit” . A few 
years later , with the help of a suppor tive relationship, I  began to understand myself in terms of being 
“ Transgender”  though those terms were yet unknown to me. 

 

For many years I  struggled through many agencies that were ill equip to assist me. I  realized my identity 
through those struggles and came to understand myself as a Female-to Male Transsexual. I  identify as a male 
although I  am fully aware of my Transgender status and freely discuss and educate from that premise. 

 

I  began advocating with public education regarding Transgender  issues and later  added educating service pro-
viders in Transgender  cultural competency. I  founded a committee on the California State University, Fresno 
campus called “ Coalition for  Campus Equality”  which addressed issues of Free Speech and its abuse, as well 
as campus responsibility. 

 

I  have served on the Board of Directors for  a GLBT or iented non-profit agency: Central California Pr ide Net-
work, to which I  served as a member-at-large for  1 year  and president for  1 year . I  have sat on the committee 
for  organizing the GLBT Pr ide Parade and was elected Grand Marshal in 2002 for  my work to empower  the 
GLBT community. I  have volunteered as an organizer , screener  and liaison for  a local Transgender  group that 
has since dissolved. 

 

Having received my Bachelor ’s degree in the field of social work, I  am in the process of obtaining my Master ’s. 
My goal is to continue serving the GLBT community wherever  and whenever needed and obtain a L icensed 
Clinical Social Work degree to become a therapist specializing in what is commonly referred to as “ alternative 
lifestyles” . 
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MARRIAGE EQUALITY OPPONENTS  BALLOT MEASURE FAILS AGAIN 

 

 Sacramento - For  the second time in a year , California conservative activists have failed to qualify an anti-
marr iage equality measure for  the statewide ballot, according to Equality for  All, the statewide campaign to 
defeat such measures. 

 

 Equality for  All today declared victory after  opponents of marr iage equality failed to qualify any of their  dis-
cr iminatory, anti-gay constitutional amendments for  the November , 2006 ballot.  California is the only state 
where such attempts to amend the constitution to ban marr iage and domestic partnerships for  same sex cou-
ples have been unsuccessful. 

 

 " Today, we are proud to be Californians, where opponents of equality for  California families are unable to 
gather the support they need to place an anti-equality measure on the ballot. And they©ve failed not once, but 
twice in 2006. This is a moment for  fair -minded Californians to be proud, but not to let up,"  said Dale Kelly 
Bankhead, campaign manager  for  Equality for  All. 

 

 " I t is clear  that our  strong opposition and ear ly fundraising were part of the reason these extremists have had 
difficulty gaining support for  these discr iminatory measures,"  Bankhead said, " in addition to the fact that 
Californians are tired of these divisive and costly campaigns."  

 

 " In spite of filing 14 near ly-identical initiatives, these religious and political extremists failed to qualify even 
one for  the upcoming elections,"  said Lorr i L . Jean, chief executive officer  of the L.A. Gay &  Lesbian Center , 
and executive committee member  of the Equality for  All campaign. (CONTINUED ON PAGE 15) 
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Rev. Lee Cruise, Pastor  

10am Worship & Sunday School 

 

 

GOVERNOR TO VETO GAY CURRICULUM BILL 
 

California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger©s office said this week he would veto a bill requir ing the state©s school cur r icu-
lum to include contr ibutions made by LGBT people to the state and nation. 

" The governor  believes that school cur r iculum should include all impor tant histor ical figures, regardless of or ientation,"  
Schwarzenegger©s director  of communications, Adam Mendelsohn, told the Sacramento Bee. " However , he does not sup-
por t the Legislature micromanaging cur r iculum."  

Sen. Sheila Kuehl, D-Santa Monica, the openly lesbian author  of the bill, held out hope that the governor  can be per-
suaded to suppor t her  legislation: " He hasn©t made up his mind; I  don©t care what some under ling might have said."   

The bill, SB 1437, handily passed the Senate on May 11. Kuehl expects the proposal to go before the Assembly Education 
Committee and perhaps the Appropr iations Committee before moving to the Assembly floor . 

" When it gets to the floor , I  expect to talk to the governor , and I  expect to get it through,"  Kuehl said. " For  them to take 
a position on it, I  think, is precipitous. There©s nothing controversial about it. The r ight wing has drummed up a lot of old 
fears. Once people understand what it really does, the response is usually OK."  

Geoff Kors, executive director  of Equality California, which is championing the bill, was not as optimistic, noting that 
Schwarzenegger  has refused to meet with his group on the issue.  

" The governor  is apparently pander ing to the extreme r ight wing in an attempt to attract r ight-wing Republicans less 
than two weeks before the election,"  Kors said. 

The California legislative pr imary is June 6, and two Democrats are angling to unseat the celebr ity governor .  

" I f he vetoes this bill, that will be the third str ike in less than a year , and, as the saying goes, three str ikes and you©re out,"  
Kors said, refer r ing to the governor©s vetoes of a marr iage-equality bill and a bill that would prevent the attack of LGBT 
people in political ads. 

" I t©s especially disturbing that as we are about to kick off Gay Pr ide month, he has gone on an assault of the LGBT com-
munity,"  Kors said. " His promise of a veto smacks of politics or  a complete misunderstanding."  
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Please RSVP by June 30, 2006 to Jim Daggs at: 
thatccaguy@comcast.net 

OR leave your name, number of attendees 
and your contact phone number at this message 

phone number: 224-9653 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12)  

" However , we believe it is a matter  of not if we face such a ballot measure in California, but when.  We remain 
committed to a vigorous opposition of these types of measures, whenever  they occur ,"  Jean said. " Those who op-
pose equality are already circulating petitions for  the next statewide election in June of 2008. We will continue to 
monitor  those effor ts and to educate voters about the cost of marr iage discr imination and how a repeal of the 
existing domestic par tnership protections would truly harm California families."  

 

 Proponents of placing a marr iage equality and domestic partnership ban in the state constitution have told the 
media and their  suppor ters that they expect events between now and 2008 to tr igger  support for  such discr imina-
tory measures.  I t is likely that two such tr igger ing events would include the passage of legislation to secure mar-
r iage equality in state law and a court ruling finding marr iage discr imination unconstitutional.  Marr iage legisla-
tion, sponsored by the statewide LGBT advocacy group, Equality California, was passed in 2005, but vetoed by 
Governor  Schwarzenegger .  The bill will be re-introduced dur ing the 2007-08 legislative session. 

 

 Constitutional litigation is cur rently working its way through the court system, with a state appeals cour t ruling 
anticipated in 2007, followed by review by the California Supreme Cour t.  San Francisco Super ior  Cour t Judge 
Richard Kramer  ruled in 2005 in the case of Woo v. Lockyer  that excluding same sex couples from marr iage was 
unconstitutional. 

 

 " As the effor t to achieve marr iage equality moves forward in the courts and the legislature, it is imperative  that 
all fair -minded Californians get involved by voting in every election and by speaking out against discr imination 
and in suppor t of equality for  all,"  said Geoffrey Kors, executive director  of Equality California and a member  
of the Equality for  All executive committee. 
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