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SUE &  SHERRI LEAD THE PACK 

CCA - OUT AND PROUD 

ELLIS PROMOTES POLITICAL ACTION 

 

FRESNO PRIDE TAKES TO THE STREETS 

 

Against the ironic backdrop of a radio message from the President of the United 
States which re-ignited debate of a constitutional amendment to ban same sex mar-
r iage, the Fresno Pr ide Parade &  Festival stepped out into the warm, sunny Fresno 
day to become a great success.  

 

 Over  50 floats and groups marched in the parade with thousands of people lining the 
streets and attending the festival afterwards. After  setting up our  booth, Gay Fresno 
marched down both sides of Olive Avenue and distr ibuted hundreds of Pr ide flags to 
those in attendance. They were eager ly taken by the crowd and provided a backdrop 
of Pr ide from every angle as they were waved in suppor t as the parade marched 
down the street.  

 

 The festival was equally successful, with a record number  of booths and vendors. 
Enter tainment was provided by L ipstick Conspiracy, a band from the Bay Area, 
along with local per formers including Vanessa James, Miss M illie, Ar iel, Grace 
Schaeffer , and other  local acts. 

 

 The float drawing the most attention, along with some surpr ise, was the Red Lantern 
/ Nor th Tower  Circle entry. I t was the first announcement for  many in the commu-
nity that the Nor th Tower  Circle will indeed be rebuilt and will re-open later  this 
year . More than once the float for  the Circle stopped for  an extended per iod of time 
to accept the crowd’s cheers and applause. Shouts came from up and down the pa-
rade route in suppor t of the re-opening of the Circle, which was forced to close late 
last year  due to an arsonist attack.  

By Chr is Jarvis 

Repr inted from Gay Fresno: For  the Community, By the Community 

To access the 30 minute video of the parade, please visit www.gayfresno.com 
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CCA  Events and Meetings 

 

July 26th - 5:30pm- CCA Annual Meeting-All Are Welcome 

SW corner  of  Maroa and Fairmont - Fresno - For  Info Call (221-8132) 
Interested in joining our Board, Events or Marketing committees? 

Call Darla Bussey (559) 222-7356 or Jim Daggs (559) 224-9653 
 

2006 Events Calendar  

 

 

 

July 22, 2006 - Houseboat Float at Bass Lake 

 

 

 

August  19th - Fresno Underground Gardens Tour 

 

 

 

September - Legal Considerations for Domestic Partners - TBA 

 

 

October 7 & 8, 2006 - Gay Days at Disneyland 

 

 

November  - Transgender Event TBA  

 

 

December TBA - Annual Holiday Party 
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Mission Statement 
The Central California Alliance 
is a not-for-profit organization 
dedicated to promoting positive 
change, equal rights, social and 
networking opportunities for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and   
transgender people through  
programs of community service 
and philanthropy. 

Board of Directors: 
President 

Sue Stone 

 

Past President 

Robin McGehee 

 

Vice President 

Lorenzo Holguin 

 

Treasurer  

Ron Wilson 

 

Secretary 

Ellis Vance 

 

Members-At-Large 

Darla Bussey 

Jim Daggs 

Noa Kristi 

Kilulu Von Prince 

Jason Queen 

Beverly Senkowski 

Caren Thomas 

Pr inting Services 

Julie Howe 

 

CCA Editor  &  Photographer 

Jim Daggs 

Asst. Editor  

Lee Palmer 

Asst. Editor  

Ron Wilson 
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Celebrating 13 Years of Pride & Service 
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CCA & KVPT PRESENT:  

 

“ IN THE LIFE”   
 

 

*EVERY PICTURE TELLS A STORY 
Fourteen years ago, In the Life hit the air-
waves, breaking ground as the first-ever 
lesbian and gay-themed program on public 
television. Last October, In the Life 
launched its 14th season with the original In 
the Life host, political humorist and per-
former Kate Clinton. This July, we revisit 
that episode. 

� � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � �
 General Contractor 
 

 3935 E. Turner 

 Fresno, CA 93702 

 559-243-0846 Phone/Fax 

 ray_hitchcock@comcast.com 

� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� � � � �� � � � �

    *LOOKING BACK  The season begins with "Looking Back", a 
trip through In the Life’s colorful early years, when the show 
evolved from a fledging variety show to an Emmy-nominated news-
magazine. In the Life sits down with the show’s creator John Scagli-
otti, former Executive Producer Charles Ignacio, and former Host 
Katherine Linton to hear about the hurdles and personal rewards they 
experienced in launching America’s first gay and lesbian-focused 
television program. 

 

  * A CHEF©S TALE  In "A Chef’ s Tale", In the Life brings us back 
with a present-day success story, as the show follows celebrity chef 
Anita Lo and her partner Jennifer Scism to learn the recipe for run-
ning a successful Greenwich Village restaurant while maintaining a 
healthy relationship. 

 

  * REAL TO REEL - IN GOOD CONSCIENCE   

Sometimes radicals appear in the most unlikely places. Defying a 
Vatican order to silence herself, a gutsy Catholic nun has spoken out 
against the church’s view of homosexuality for over thirty years. In 
this month’s "Real to Reel" In the Life follows this woman’s quest in 
Emmy Award-winning filmmaker Barbara Rick’s documentary In 
Good Conscience. 

 

  * BROADWAY BABY  For more than 40 years, the work of 
Broadway veteran Jerry Herman has defined the great American 
musical. In a segment drawn from In the Life’s rich history, ITL 
profiles the successful career of Broadway composer and lyricist 
Jerry Herman in "Broadway Baby". Special appearances by Tony 
Award-winning actors Carol Channing and Angela Lansbury. 

 

  * In the Life is the TV newsmagazine of record on gay and lesbian 
America. A three-time Emmy Award nominee, In the Life blends 
hard-hitting journalism, lively entertainment reports, and bold com-
mentary for a no-holds-barred look at gay and lesbian life. A televi-
sion pioneer, the show launched in 1992 and became the country’s 
first regularly scheduled gay-themed program. Currently in it©s 14th 
season this, In the Life is broadcast on over 130 public television 
stations nationwide and is seen by more than a million people each 
month. 
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INDIAN PRINCE GIVES UP RICHES TO COME “ OUT”  
 

An openly gay pr ince in India who works for  an HIV/AIDS organization in Gujarat has been publicly dis-
owned by his family.  Pr ince Manvendra Singh Gohil of Rajpipla, who comes from one of the r ichest families 
in India, has been str ipped of his title and inher itance r ights by relatives who accuse him of disobedience and 
br inging dishonor  on them. 

 

 Gohil reportedly learned the news Thursday from an announcement placed by his mother  in a local newspa-
per . The statement said: " Hence, he [Gohil] ceases to have r ights as a son over  the family proper ty and the 
power  of attorney issued to him also stands canceled. Hencefor th, no one must refer  to my name as mother  of 
Manvendra. I f any individual or  organization dares to do so, it will invite contempt proceedings against him."   
The statement issued by his mother  asserted that he is involved in activities that are " unsuitable in society."  

 

 Although he came out to his family in 2002, Gohil said his family had not expected him to go public about his 
sexuality.  " I  came out as gay to a Gujarati daily because I  wanted people to openly discuss homosexuality 
since it©s a hidden affair  with a lot of stigma attached,"  said Gohil, 40, who is chairman of Lakshya Trust, a 
nonprofit organization working to check the spread of HIV/AIDS among the gay community in Gujarat. 

 

 Gohil told The Times of India that it was " it was no longer  r ight to live in the closet. I  have no regrets since I  
have found family in the community,"  he said. 
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IS THE “ BABY BROTHER”  MORE LIKELY TO BE GAY? 

 

Having several older brothers increases the likelihood of a man being gay, a finding researchers say adds weight to the 
idea that there is a biological basis for sexual orientation.  "It©s likely to be a prenatal effect," said Anthony F. Bogaert 
of Brock University in Ontario, Canada. "This and other studies suggest that there is probably a biological basis for" 
homosexuality, he said. 

 

 S. Marc Breedlove of Michigan State University said the finding "absolutely" confirms a physical basis.  "Anybody©s 
first guess would have been that the older brothers were having an effect socially, but this data doesn©t support that," 
Breedlove said.  The only link between the brothers is the mother and so the effect has to be through the mother, espe-
cially since stepbrothers didn©t have the effect, said Breedlove, who was not part of the research. 

 

 Bogaert studied four groups of Canadian men, a total of 944 people, analyzing the number of brothers and sisters each 
had, whether or not they lived with those siblings and whether the siblings were related by blood or adopted.  He re-
ports in a paper appearing in Tuesday©s issue of Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences that having several 
biological older brothers increased the chance of a man being gay.   

 

It©s an effect that can be detected with one older brother and becomes stronger with three or four or more, Bogaert said.  
But, he added, this needs to be looked at in context of the overall rate of homosexuality in men, which he suggested is 
about 3 percent. With several older brothers the rate may increase from 3 percent to 5 percent, he said, but that still 
means 95 percent of men with several older brothers are heterosexual. 

 

 The effect of birth order on male homosexuality has been reported previously but Bogaert©s work is the first designed 
to rule out social or environmental effects.  Bogaert said he concluded the effect was biological by comparing men with 
biological brothers to those with brothers to whom they were not biologically related. 

 

 The increase in the likelihood of being gay was seen only in those whose brothers had the same mothers, whether they 
were raised together or not, he said.  Men raised with several older stepbrothers or adopted brothers do not have an in-
creased chance of being gay.  "So what that means is that the environment a person is raised in really makes not much 
difference," he said. 

 

 What makes a difference, he said, is having older brothers who shared the same womb and gestational experience, 
suggesting the difference is because of "some sort of prenatal factor."  One possibility, he suggests, is a maternal im-
mune response to succeeding male fetuses. The mother may react to a male fetus as foreign but not to a female fetus 
because the mother is also female. 

 

 It might be like the maternal immune response that can occur when a mother has Rh-negative blood but her fetus has 
Rh-positive blood. Without treatment, the mother can develop antibodies that may attack the fetus during future preg-
nancies. 

 

 Whether that©s what is happening remains to be seen, but it is a provocative hypothesis, said a commentary by 
Breedlove, David A. Puts and Cynthia L. Jordan, all of Michigan State. 

 

 The research was funded by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada. 
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Watch the KMPH FMA (Federal Marriage 
Amendment) Debate 

Gay Fresno was contacted by local television station 
KMPH  Channel 26 on Wednesday, June 7th, requesting 
our participation in an on air political debate that same 
night. The subject was the Federal Marriage Amendment, 
which had just been defeated in the Senate. The vote was 
49 for the amendment and 48 against. Not only did the 
Republican party fall far short of the 60 votes needed, but 
6 Republican Senators voted against it, indicating a shift 
in the conservative party. 

  

Currently, although states have the right to set their own 
laws regarding marriage, most of the rights granted to 
married couples comes from the Federal Government. So 
while gay marriage may be legal at this time in Massa-
chusetts, any couple married there receives only the state 
benefits applicable to marriage.  

 

There are about 1,000 other privileges through the Fed-
eral government which same sex couples in that state are 
still not entitled to, although their heterosexual counter-
parts are granted them. The Defense Of Marriage Act , 
signed by President Clinton in 1996 is the reason for that. 
This federal law allows each state to deny marital rights 
to same sex couples who were legitimately recognized 
and married in another state. It also, on the federal level, 
defines marriage as “a legal union of one man and one 
woman” , which means no federal marriage rights are be-
stowed upon any same sex couple, regardless of whether 
their particular state may have legalized gay marriage. 

  

The live debate occurred during the 10PM broadcast of 
the KMPH News. Seated at the anchor desk, Monty Tor-
res moderated the discussion between Fred Vanderhoof, a 
Clovis School Teacher and Vice Chairman of the local 
Republican Party, and myself, Chris Jarvis, a columnist 
with Gay Fresno.  To view the links in this article and 
watch the complete video of the KMPH debate, please 
visit www.gayfresno.com 

by Chris Jarvis - www.gayfresno.com   
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Heterosexual Marriage is sacred--which one?????????? 

 

 Ronald Reagan - divorced the mother of two of his children to marry Nancy Reagan, who bore him a daughter only 7       months 
after the marriage. 

 Bob Dole - divorced the mother of his child, who had nursed him through the long recovery from his war wounds. 

 Newt Gingrich - divorced his wife who was dying of cancer. 

 Dick Armey - House Majority Leader - divorced 

 Sen. Phil Gramm of Texas - divorced 

 Gov. John Engler of Michigan - divorced 

 Gov. Pete Wilson of California - divorced 

 George Will – Republican pundit - divorced 

 Sen. Lauch Faircloth - divorced 

 Rush Limbaugh - Rush and his current wife Marta have six marriages and four divorces between them. Rush has vowed to love 
and cherish so many women “until death they do part” , that the preacher crosses his fingers behind his back just before pro-
nouncing them man and “ the next one” ! 

 Rep. Bob Barr of Georgia - Barr, not yet 50 years old, has been married three times. Barr had the audacity to author and        
push the "Defense of Marriage Act." The current joke making the rounds on Capitol Hill is "Bob Barr...WHICH marriage are you 
defending?!? 

 Sen. Alfonse D'Amato of New York - divorced 

 Sen. John Warner of Virginia - divorced (once married to Liz Taylor.) 

 Gov. George Allen of Virginia - divorced 

 Henry Kissinger - divorced 

 Rep. Helen Chenoweth of Idaho - divorced 

 Sen. John McCain of Arizona - divorced 

 Rep. John Kasich of Ohio - divorced 

 Rep. Susan Molinari of New York - Republican National Convention Keynote Speaker - divorced 

 So ... homosexuals are going to destroy the institution of marriage? Wait a minute, it seems some  

Moral Majority Heterosexual Republican Hypocrites are doing a fine job without anyone's help!  

X-MEN / SUPERMAN DIRECTOR TO MAKE GAY THEMED FILM 
 

Bryan Singer, gay director of the just released "Superman Returns," is set to direct the new Harvey Milk biopic "The Mayor of 
Castro Street," based on the 1982 biography of the pioneering politician by Randy Shilts. Oliver Stone, Gus Van Sant, and Rob 
Cohen are all said to have expressed interest in directing the film, scheduled for release in 2007. 

 

Milk was the first openly gay San Francisco supervisor. He and Mayor George Moscone were assassinated in 1978 by another 
supervisor, Dan White, who was sentenced to only seven years in prison for the crimes.  Outrage following the verdict led to 
widespread rioting in San Francisco and police retaliation, then to activism and change as the tragedy unified the LGBT com-
munity. 

 

Bryan Singer told Variety, "Harvey created a concept and pride for a disenfranchised group at a point in history when the world 
was in upheaval, and he paid the highest price for it. (Milk©s) an extraordinary character, as a person in history. We©re developin-
ing a story based on him that will probably center around the latter period of his life, leading up to his assassination. He is one of 
the great role models of our contemporary society that, unfortunately, a lot of people don©t know about," he said.  
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FORTUNE 500  BENEFITS PROGRESS 
 

More than half of the major U.S. companies in the For-
tune 500 index now offer health insurance benefits to 
employees© same-sex domestic partners, according to a 
new report by the Human Rights Campaign Founda-
tion. 

 

 The foundation©s report hailed the development as a 
"milestone" for the American workplace. 

 

 As of June 1, 253 companies in the Fortune 500 offer 
domestic partner benefits. In addition, 86 percent of 
Fortune 500 companies prohibit discrimination based 
on sexual orientation, while 16 percent include gender 
identity or expression in their nondiscrimination poli-
cies, the group noted in its annual "State of the Work-
place" report. 

 

 "While protections for gay, lesbian, bisexual and trans-
gender Americans are stalled in Congress, corporate 
America continues to surge ahead," said Human Rights 
Campaign President Joe Solmonese. "This isn©t a De-
mocratic or a Republican issue. It©s an issue of basic 
fairness and good business."  

 

 The report also noted that 13 U.S. states extend do-
mestic partner benefits to employees, as do 201 U.S. 
cities and counties. 

 

 "As ©The State of the Workplace© shows, an investment 
in equal benefits is minor to the employer but priceless 
to employees," Solmonese said. "By removing barriers 
to employee success, corporate America is ultimately 
removing barriers to the success of companies across 
the nation." 
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AIDS--A TWENTY FIVE YEAR TIMELINE 

 

1981  In its June 5 edition of "Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report," the CDC issues a report about five cases of pneumocystis pneumonia 
cropping up among otherwise healthy gay men in Los Angeles. These turn out to be the world©s first reported AIDS cases. The New York Times 
reports July 3 on "Rare Cancer Seen in 41 Homosexuals"; the article on Kaposi©s sarcoma is the first media story on AIDS. 

 

1982  After having categorized the new disease as an epidemic in 1981, the CDC drops the term "gay-related immune deficiency" for the more 
accurate "acquired immune deficiency syndrome." The CDC links AIDS to blood and identifies four risk groups -- gay and bisexual men, injec-
tion drug users, hemophiliacs, and Haitian natives. Gay Men©s Health Crisis is formed in New York by Larry Kramer, Nathan Fain, Larry Mass, 
Paul Popham, Paul Rapoport, and Edmund White. Africa©s first AIDS cases are reported. 

 

1983  In March, injection drug users, gay men, and others considered at high risk are urged not to donate blood, the first case of AIDS from a 
blood transfusion having been documented in December 1982. In May, Luc Montagnier at the Pasteur Institute in France isolates the AIDS-
causing retrovirus, to be known as HIV. The National Association of People With AIDS is formed.  

 

1984  Despite community protests, San Francisco officials close the city©s gay bathhouses and sex clubs. 

 

1985  U.S. Food and Drug Administration approves the first HIV antibody test. Blood banks begin to screen donations for HIV. In April in 
Atlanta, the first International AIDS Conference is held. The American Foundation for AIDS Research is founded, with Elizabeth Taylor as 
national chairwoman. In July, it is announced that actor Rock Hudson has AIDS, bringing mainstream public awareness to the disease; he dies 
Oct. 2. "An Early Frost," the first TV movie to focus on AIDS, airs. AIDS cases are reported on every populated continent. 

 

1986  In May, U.S. surgeon general C. Everett Koop issues a report that shocks and inflames many by calling for public health measures and 
sex education to combat the growing epidemic. The first panel of the Names Project AIDS Memorial Quilt is created. Supermodel Gia Carangi 
dies of AIDS-related complications; her life and death will be chronicled in the HBO movie "Gia" in 1998. Five years of devastation Cumula-
tive U.S. AIDS cases: 42,355 Cumulative U.S. AIDS deaths: 26,710 

 

1987  In March in New York City, the activist group AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power holds its first protest. The National Minority AIDS 
Council is formed. In March, the FDA approves AZT, the first anti-HIV medication. In May, President Reagan speaks to Americans for the first 
time about AIDS. In June, the United States bars HIV-infected immigrants and travelers from entering the country. Journalist Randy Shilts pub-
lishes "And the Band Played On," his acclaimed chronicle of the epidemic. Under the direction of Sen. Jesse Helms, Congress approves legisla-
tion banning tax dollars for AIDS education materials that "promote or encourage, directly or indirectly, homosexual activities." The FDA adds 
label information to condoms, saying they help prevent HIV infection. 

 

1988  CDC officials and Surgeon General C. Everett Koop mail the brochure "Understanding AIDS" to all 107 million U.S. homes. The Na-
tional Institutes of Health establishes the Office of AIDS Research and the AIDS Clinical Trials Group. The first World AIDS Day is held 12/1. 

 

1989  National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases head Anthony Fauci proposes allowing HIV patients access to experimental drugs 
outside clinical trial settings. The CDC issues its first guidelines for the prevention and treatment of pneumocystis pneumonia. Following two 
years of protests by AIDS activists, Burroughs Wellcome lowers the price of AZT by 20 percent. 

 

1990  In April, 18-year-old hemophiliac Ryan White dies; he had received an HIV-tainted blood transfusion five years earlier. The ostracism 
White endured at his school and in his hometown became a symbol of the intolerance shown toward HIV-positive people. In May, Congress 
authorizes funding for the Ryan White Comprehensive AIDS Resources Emergency Act. Congress enacts the Americans With Disabilities Act. 

AEGIS, a comprehensive AIDS news and research Web site, is founded by U.S. nun Sister Mary Elizabeth and the Sisters of St. Elizabeth of 
Hungary. The first National Conference on Women and AIDS is held. AIDS activists boycott the Sixth International Conference on AIDS, held 
in San Francisco, to protest the U.S. ban on HIV-positive visitors. "Longtime Companion," the first feature film to deal with the impact of AIDS 
on friends and family, is released in theaters. Actor Bruce Davison is nominated for an Oscar for his performance. 

 

1991  Spurred by the case of Kimberly Bergalis, who claimed she was infected by her dentist, the CDC recommends restrictions for some HIV-
positive health care workers. Pro basketball player Magic Johnson announces that he is HIV-positive. 10 years of devastation Cumulative U.S. 
AIDS cases: 257,607 Cumulative U.S. AIDS deaths: 159,818. 

 

1992  AIDS becomes the top killer of American men ages 25-44. Mary Fisher addresses the Republican National Convention as an HIV-
positive person. In December, the CDC adopts a new set of AIDS-defining conditions after activists say the agency is ignoring symptoms spe-
cific to injection drug users and women. The new nomenclature causes a surge in the number of new AIDS cases that will be reported in 1993. 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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 1993  President Clinton creates the White House Office of National AIDS Policy. The FDA approves the female condom. Four French officials 
are jailed for allowing HIV-tainted blood into France©s blood banks. The Pulitzer Prize is awarded to "Angels in America," a play by Tony 
Kushner about the AIDS pandemic. The AIDS-themed film "Philadelphia," which focuses on an HIV-positive lawyer facing workplace dis-
crimination, is released. Tom Hanks wins the Best Actor Oscar for his performance. 

 

 1994  AIDS becomes the leading cause of death among all Americans ages 25-44. An advertisement for the fashion chain Benetton shows an 
image of former President Reagan with Kaposi©s sarcoma lesions on his face. The U.S. Public Health Service recommends the use of AZT to 
help reduce the chances of mother-to-child transmission of HIV during pregnancy and birth. Pedro Zamora, a 22-year-old HIV-positive man, 
appears on the San Francisco edition of the MTV reality program "The Real World."  

 

1995  In February, Olympic champion diver Greg Louganis tells Barbara Walters in a televised interview that he has AIDS and was HIV-
positive during his diving accident at the 1988 games. President Clinton creates the Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS. In December, 
the FDA approves saquinavir, the first protease inhibitor to be prescribed to HIV patients. The era of combination therapy begins. 

 

1996  The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS is founded. The International AIDS Vaccine Initiative is formed. In July at the 11th 
International Conference on AIDS, reports that combination therapy -- with the addition of the new protease inhibitors -- is helping extremely 
ill patients regain their health and inspires hope of the effectiveness of what are dubbed "HIV cocktails." The FDA approves the first HIV viral 
load test. Voters in California and Arizona pass medicinal marijuana laws to allow access to patients who need the drug to combat nausea and 
overcome wasting syndrome. The AIDS-themed musical "Rent," by Jonathan Larson, wins the Pulitzer Prize; the play also receives four Tony 
Awards, including Best Musical. AIDS researcher David Ho, MD, is named Time magazine©s Man of the Year. 15 years of devastation Cumu-
lative U.S. AIDS cases: 611,325 Cumulative U.S. AIDS deaths: 386,046. 

 

 1997  In February, a report states that deaths from AIDS-related complications fell 13 percent in the first six months of 1996. This first 
"significant" drop in deaths since 1981 is attributed to protease inhibitors and combination therapy. In May, a report reveals that some HIV cells 
"hide out" in specific reservoirs in the body, protected from current drugs. Combivir, the first multidrug pill (containing Epivir and AZT) is 
approved. Congress approves a bill that speeds the FDA drug-approval process. The first reports of antiretroviral side effects like "buffalo 
hump," "Crix belly," and "protease paunch" are reported. 

 

1998 Although the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services determines needle-exchange programs are effective and don©t encourage 
illegal drug use, President Clinton does not lift the ban on using federal funds for them. African-American leaders declare an AIDS-related state 
of emergency in black communities and help launch the Minority AIDS Initiative. In June, the U.S. Supreme Court rules that asymptomatic 
HIV-positive individuals are protected under the Americans With Disabilities Act. Congress approves the Ricky Ray Hemophilia Relief Fund 
Act, which authorizes payments to hemophiliacs infected through unscreened blood products between 1982 and 1987.  

(Continued on next page) 
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1998  A report is released that says U.S. AIDS deaths were halved in 1997, down to their lowest levels in a decade. AIDS falls out of the top 
10 causes of death among Americans. David Ho presents evidence at the Fifth Conference on Retroviruses and Opportunistic Infections that 
HIV most likely first infected humans in the 1940s or early 1950s. Research eventually will verify the first known AIDS death when HIV-1 is 
found in blood samples from an African man who died in 1959. The first U.S. case is traced to a teen prostitute with Kaposi©s sarcoma who 
died in 1969. 

 

 1999  Research reported in the journal Nature concludes that HIV was spread to humans by a mutated form of a similar virus that has lived in 
chimpanzees in regions of Africa, possibly for hundreds of thousands of years. The World Health Organization announces that AIDS is the 
most deadly infectious disease -- overtaking tuberculosis -- and is the fourth leading cause of deaths worldwide. Research teams working 
independently announce they have discovered cases of newly infected individuals in the United States and Europe who have highly mul-
tidrug-resistant forms of the virus. 

 

2000  The CDC reports that African-American and Latino men who have sex with men have higher HIV infection rates than white men in the 
same transmission category. The U.N. Security Council declares AIDS a global security threat. President Clinton signs an executive order to 
help developing nations manufacture or import generic versions of patented antiretrovirals. The 13th International Conference on AIDS is 
held in Durban, South Africa -- the first time the gathering is held in a developing nation. 

 

2001  The U.N. General Assembly holds its first special session on AIDS. The World Trade Organization announces an agreement to allow 
developing countries to make or import generic medications in the case of public health crises. 20 years of devastation Cumulative U.S. AIDS 
cases: 819,779 Cumulative U.S. AIDS deaths: 479,983 

 

2002  AIDS becomes the leading cause of death across the globe among people ages 15-59. Women now account for about half of all HIV-
positive adults worldwide. The U.N.-backed Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria is created. 

(continued on next page) 
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Rev. Lee Cruise, Pastor  

10am Worship & Sunday School 

2003  The FDA approves Fuzeon, the first HIV entry inhibitor. President Bush announces the President©s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief to 
fight HIV overseas. South Africa, which has the highest number of HIV-positive people in the world, announces plans to create an antiretroviral 
treatment program. 

2004  Gilead Sciences and Bristol-Myers Squibb announce a collaboration to combine Sustiva, Emtriva, and Viread into a once-daily pill. The 
first two attempts fail, but a potential success will be announced in early 2006. A formulation of Videx is the first generic anti-HIV medication 
approved for U.S. sale. Andy Bell, lead singer of the pop group Erasure, announces he is HIV-positive and tells his story in an HIV Plus cover 
story. 

2005  Roche announces it will stop marketing Hivid and Fortovase due to low demand; these are the first two anti-HIV medications to be de-
commissioned. AZT©s patent expires, and four generic versions are approved for the U.S. market. The World Health Organization announces 
that its "3 x 5" initiative -- begun in 2003 to get 3 million HIV-positive people in poor nations on antiretroviral therapy by the end of 2005 -- 
will not reach its target. HIV Plus contributing editor and award-winning journalist LeRoy Whitfield, who made a strong stand about not initiat-
ing anti-HIV therapy, dies of AIDS-related complications at 36. 

2006  Congress receives a bill to reauthorize the Ryan White Act that would shift federal funding formulas. If passed, it will leave some of the 
nation©s hardest-hit cities, such as San Francisco, Los Angeles, New York, and Washington, D.C., expecting ominous shortfalls in funding for 
public HIV resources. 

 

25 years of devastation Estimated cumulative U.S. AIDS cases: 1,025,000 

A Dream Came True For CCA Members 
Robin McGehee and Kathy Adams  

 CCA congratulates them on the birth of their daughter  

 Jackson Leonia McGehee-Adams   
 born Saturday, June 24, 2006  4:15pm   

 8 pounds, 12 ounces - 21 inches 
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STRAIGHT FATHER FIGHTS FOR GAY MARRIAGE 
 

As a student at William and Mary College, Aaron Toleos made gay men and lesbians the butt of jokes or the subject of 
witty, caustic songs -- that is, when he actually considered them at all. Some 15 years later, Toleos says his journey from 
"clueless frat boy" to "pro-gay family man" is complete. 

 

 As the co-director of KnowThyNeighbor.org, a Web site that publicizes the names and addresses of supporters of same-
sex marriage bans in Massachusetts and Florida, Toleos not only has a vehicle for fighting marriage equality foes, but 
also a platform to speak out for gay rights. 

 

 A straight married man with two young kids may seem an unlikely champion for gays, but Toleos, who lives in Massa-
chusetts, says fatherhood itself helped galvanize his thinking. "As I got older, I began to educate myself, but it wasn©t 
until after I became a parent that I decided to help gays and lesbians fight for their rights," Toleos said. 

 

 "When my oldest started in preschool, I noticed several kids had two mommies, and it made me think about what it 
would be like to go into a store and be faced with a petition that would destroy my own family. If I weren©t a father, I 
don©t think I would have been impacted by the issue," he said. 

 

 Two years ago, while working on a Massachusetts legislative campaign, Toleos met Thomas Lang and his husband, 
Alexander Westerhoff. The candidate lost, but the three men remained friends. Last summer, when Tom called with the 
idea to fight a ballot measure aimed at changing the state Constitution to ban same-sex marriage and civil unions, 
Toleos jumped at the chance to do the Web development for the site. "I like to joke with my straight friends that Tom is 
my new ©gay partner,© " Toleos said. 

 

 Toleos, who works as the webmaster of North Shore Community College in Danvers, Mass., said the purpose of Know-
ThyNeighbor.org is twofold -- to root out signature fraud and to engage petition signers in meaningful dialogue about 
the issue. 

 

 Two years after it became the first state to grant full marriage rights for gays and lesbians, Massachusetts continues to 
be ground zero in the battle. People on both sides of the debate acknowledge the very real possibility that thousands of 
same-sex couples could see their marriages invalidated. Though the overall political impact of KnowThyNeighbor.org is 
still unclear, Toleos believes the site is already succeeding through peer pressure. 

 

 "When your next-door neighbor comes over and says, ©Did you know you signed a petition that will hurt me?© it©s a 
shocking and uncomfortable moment and it brings the issue home," Toleos said. "It©s transformative when you©re called 
to account for sponsoring legislation that would take rights away from real people."  

 

 "Aaron is often more on message about marriage equality than I am," Lang said. "I can be a little hesitant because I un-
derstand the delicate dynamics of the Massachusetts media, but he keeps pushing me to be politically gay-gay-gay all 
the time."  

 

 Lang said he plans to approach equality organizations in Colorado, Illinois and other states to work in conjunction with 
the Web site. Despite the polls that show increasing public support for same-sex marriage, Lang said he is "scared to 
death" of people voting on the issue. "I know of many people who have been duped into signing the (Massachusetts) 
petition," Lang said. "The polls are too simplistic. People often have no clue what they©re signing or what they©re voting 
for."  

 

 Toleos, on the other hand, is more encouraged by the movement to protect marriage equality and believes it will prevail 
as long as gays, lesbians and their straight allies don©t become complacent. "The more you stand up for civil rights, the 
more allies you get, and that snowball effect is already happening in Massachusetts."  

 

 "This is the civil rights movement of our generation," Toleos continued. "I ask people, ©Do you want to be part of the 
last generation to suppress their (gay and lesbian) rights, or be the first generation to support them?© " 
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