september 13-17, 2006
fresno

reel pride

gay & lesbian film festival

tower theatre « starline « fresno, california

REEL PRIDE PARTY KICKS OFF THE 2006 RUN!!

On Thursday, August 24th, the 17th Annual Fresno Reel Pride Film
Festival was officially inaugurated with the kickoff party and silent
auction at The Landmark restaurant in the historic Tower District.

Vip and Directors Club members were given a chance to bid on a var
such nanosovewine servers | | €ty Of silent auction items like a 4-day Baja cruise for two, new granite
countertops courtesy of Valley Stoneworks, a Philip Stein Teslar
watch courtesy of Orloff Jewelers-Fig Garden Village, and much,
much more.

Founded in 1990 by Ken Fries and CCA member and former editor of
this publication, Peter Robertson, this 5-day festival relies on

the dedication of volunteers, each of whom are passionate, dedicated
and amazing individuals.

SIMPLY FABULOUS FOOD |

This year, the festival will present nearly 40 films at two venues: the
beautiful Tower Theatre and, under the sponsorship of the Academy
Foundation of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, a
second festival venue at the Starline Lounge to screen specialized,
smaller programs

CCA is proud to be the Opening Night Sponsor for Fresno Reel Pride
and we encourage all CCA members to support this premier Fresno
LGBT cultural event. See www.reelpride.com for event information.

DADDY DADDY-BUY ME THIS! |

AND NOW FOR THE EXPENSIVE STUFF | | ISN'T IT GREAT TO BE A VOLUNTEER | | SILENT AUCTION GODDIES | | ROBIN & ELLIS ENJOY THE FUN




1993 - 2006

Celebrating 13 Years of Pride & Service

Mission Statement

The Central California Alliance
is a not-for-profit organizatior

dedicated to promoting positive

a)

2006 Events Calendar

Interested in joining our Board, Events or Marketing committees?
Contact Bev Senkowski at b_senkowski@yahoo.com
or Jim Daggs at thatccaguy@comcast.net

October 4th, 2006 - Legal Essentials (see page 8)

change, equal rights, social and Attorney J. Stanley Teixeira answers your guestions

networking opportunities fo
gay, lesbian, bisexual an
transgender people throug
programs of community servic
and philanthropy.

Board of Directors:
President
Bev Senkowski

Past President
Sue Stone

Vice President
Ellis Vance

Treasurer
Ron Wilson

Secretary
Jim Daggs

Members-At-Large
Ron Avedisian
Darla Bussey
Lorenzo Holguin
Noa Kristi
Judy Parker
Blue Elijah Riggs
Caren Thomas
Printing Services
Julie Howe

CCA Editor & Photographer
Jim Daggs

d
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Asst. Editor
Lee Palmer
Asst. Editor
Ron Wilson

October 7 & 8, 2006 - Gay Days at Disneyland
(See page 11) You're on your own—have fun!!

Wednesday, October 11th, 2006 —Jason & DeMarco
Coming Out Day Concert (See page 5)

Wednesday, October 25TH, 2006 — GAY LA
Booksigning with Dr. Lillian Faderman (see page 18)

November - Transgender Event TBA

Friday, December 8th- Annual Holiday Party
At the Home of Drs Richard Jennings & Peyton Bryers
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Nancy Nadler & Assoc.
ReMax Gold - Fig Garden Villag
5240 North Palm Ave.

Fresno, CA 93704
559. 432- 8400

General Contractor

3935 E. Turner

Fresno, CA 93702
559-243-0846 Phone/Fax
ray_hitchcock@comcast.com

CCA & KVPT PRESENT:

‘IN THE LIFE”

*This September oim the Life,America's gay and
leshian newsmagazine presetisy LIFE'S
WORK" ,an episode featuring true innovators
whose personal challanges have energized their
commitments to social change, artistic expression
and love of commumunity. This month’s episode
will be hosted by Alan Cumming.

* COWPOKES “Cowpokes" takes us to New Orleans a year after
Hurricane Katrina turned bustling neighborhoods sitent ghost
towns.In the Lifevisited a gay bar on the edge of the devastated
Ninth Ward, where viewers a group of regulars didwén flinch at
the daunting task of rebuilding ... one house, sireet, one dance at
atime

* VELOCITY...impact... gravity...danger. These are the principles
that inspireElizabeth Streh. A dancer and choreographer for the
past 30 years, she appropriately calls her Broogtydio
“S.L.A.M."—Streb Laboratory for Action Mechanics. tAction
Architect,” we see her daring choreography push dancerstagh
the edge of danger. Watch as Streb’s “action eegiienaster the
tricky physics of her imagination and boldly takigHt.

*COMING OUT is a life-changing journey for many people. But
what happens inside a family once the secret isaled? Dan
Fishback came out to his family at age fifteen, hadlidn't have a
clue how they would take to his news."My Gay Family” we
meet the Fishback’s nine years after they firstled that their
youngest son was gay.

*AFRIEND & HERO: MYCHAL JUDGE , the charismatic chaplain of
New York City’'s Fire Department, became known abthe world
after his tragic death on September 11, 2001. @uris life every-
one who knew “Father Mike” was aware of his vitglense of
humor and compassion. But many were not awarehthatas also a
gay man, struggling with his sexuality. In memofyte fifth anni-
versary of his deathn the Lifefeatures poignant excerpts from the
documentarySaint of 9/11".

* In the Life is the TV newsmagazine of record on gay and les-
bian America. A three-time Emmy Award nominee, In the Life
blends hard-hitting journalism, lively entertainmen t reports, and
bold commentary for a no-holds-barred look at gay a nd lesbian
life. A television pioneer, the show launched in 19 92 and became
the country’s first regularly scheduled gay-themed program. Cur-
rently in it's 14th season this, In the Life is broadcast on over 130
public television stations nationwide and is seen b y more than a
million people each month.



JASON AND deMARCO — “TILL THE END OF TIME”

Jason and deMarco are living proof that art imgdifie, and that music can also be inspired bybés that life has to offer on
its many levels, sometimes mystical and at timesnesuphoric. Their passionate and hopeful lynenglify a spirit that is
reflected in both their lives and music, attractingliences everywhere, and creating instant fasevbr they go. States
deMarco, "We want to create music that is veryusidle." With such an attitude, it is not surpristhgt the duo's music and
peformances have been received with critical acchkaid that this represents just the beginning aftwhsure to be a long an
prosperous career.

o

In 2005, Jason and deMarco played at numerousphrigfiie venues including the National Gay and Lasblask Force
Awards in Los Angeles (with awards presented by.HK.éng and Carson Kressley, "Queer Eye For thadbtr&uy"), and at
the Matthew Shepard Foundation's annual gala irvEeiColorado alongside singer-songwriter Rands€uil, commemorat-
ing the death of the organization's namesake, tieadded by Matthew's mother, Judy Shepard.

The duo ended 2005 performing at the Equality Galii Awards in Palm Springs and in February of@inched the New
Year with a musical performance at tHeman Rights Campaign Gadh the Waldorf Astoria in New York City, openirfuget
evening premiering their new albums title trackll'ffie End of Time", where honorees included Ang lamd Jake Gyllenhaal
from the Golden Globe Winning Film "Brokeback Moaint'.

The musical duo was also part of the Human Riglats@aign star-studded benefit two-pack CD albumbcateng marriage
equality, entitled;Love Rocks,"which also includes tracks from Christina AguilePank, The Dixie Chicks, Melissa Etheridge,
Mandy Moore, Dolly Parton, Emmylou Harris, Dido,r6& King, Yoko Ono, Cyndi Lauper and Oleta Adamsiong others.

Jason Warner (of Jason & deMarco) is the oldesirsan entertainment family. He grew up travelinighvhis mother in music
ministry, and eventually joined her. Jason tourét e professional contemporary recording graupth, in 1996, and then
with the group, The Sound, in 1997 and 1998. Haaghivaluable experience traveling with the groupslaarned about man-
agement, directing, production and booking, gettiagds-on experience in The Sound's office andstaked in Houston,
TX. Jason graduated from Lee University in ClevdlafN in 1997 with a BA degree in Music and SociploHe decided to g
solo in 1998 to form his own independent recordaigel, RIN MUSIC!, originally based in NashvilleNT

=4

Jason explains, "My Pentecostal background isdhadation of my morals, spirituality and idealbalve always loved music
that had a message that crosses over boundarfesduo has proven they are breaking through baynerile kicking down
stifling boundaries that have often limited maniestperformers.

deMarco DeCiccio (of Jason & deMarco), a nativ€ahada, discovered his love for music and theatan aarly age studying
at the Etobicoke School for the Performing Artsedayraduating with a B.A. degree in Music and Lisanges from York Uni-
versity in Canada in 1999. deMarco's debut alburm avaeries of love songs, sung in Italian, calMdlbdie." Since relocating
to the West Coast from Canada in 1999, deMarcqpbeermed in concerts and at festivals and clubmugshout Los Angeles
and across the country. deMarco has been in sehetical productions, and his face has also been on several National
commercials. Before launching their duo act, deMaves the lead in a musical entitled "Californi@®m Men", touring Italy.

deMarco notes, "People have told us that separatelgre good as musicians, but something amazipgems when we come
together and sing." Together, their vocal harmoaiesmesmerizing, laced with gorgeous harmoniedlaitimelodies, unified
by transcendent, uplifting lyrics. This combinedwtihe new edgy pop/rock direction they are takingsically is sure to make
fans swoon!

Jason and deMarco, who are a committed gay coumpé,in 2001 at Vermont Restaurant in Los Felizagi in Hollywood
through a mutual friend. After recording three aitsutogether, the two formed RIN MUSIC! into a basspartnership. Since¢
the duo has opened their own studio out of Houskdn, The pop duo appeared on the cover of "The Adt&' magazine in
July of 2004, and to much critical and popular aitol] debuted their first pop album, "Spirit Pop 1 Ztrack album of original
compositions, combing both pop and inspirationalrgs, at the John Anson Ford Amphitheatre in Hadlgd; CA. ). $1 from
every sale of the "Spirit Pop" album sold benefibe Trevor Project, www.thetrevorproject.org (1-888-TREVOR), a teen-
age suicide hotline for questioning youth.
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‘STRIDE WITH PRIDE” LGBT COMMUNITY WALK BENEFITS
CHILDRENS HOSPITAL CENTRAL CALIFORNIA




A “STRIDE WITH PRIDE” THANK YOU

On Sunday, August 27th, 20086, the first ever Stride with Pride for Kids walk to énefit Children's
Hospital Central California took place at Woodward Park in Fresno, CA. Presenwere several
groups from the LGBTQ community who participated in the event, as well as outGBTQ commu-
nity allies. A total of over $8,000 was raised to assist the families of critically dhildren hospitalized
in the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU)!!

Pam and | have already started planning for Stride with Pride for Kids 2007, irwhich we hope to
have over 2,000 walkers, and over $100,000 raised!!! By no means is this a lofty goal, because we
have received such positive feedback from participants, and volunteersia that "next year will be
even better."

Stride with Pride for Kids would like to thank the following for their contributions to the success of
the first ever Stride with Pride for Kids:

Mary Gamboa and her outstanding group of volunteers from Panda Express at lant and Fort
Washington for providing tasty rice bowls for lunch; Corky of Breaking the Silexce, and Dakota of
California State University Fresno, United Student Pride, (CSUF-UB).

Ron Wilson of Central California Alliance, (CCA), and Reel Pride, (Ron also dnated several battery
operated personal fans, as well as granola bars); Brian and DJ Ty Wood of the Gay O#is Action
League, California (G.O.A.L.), (DJ Ty Wood was an awesome MC); Steve, Russell, and Troytbé
Imperial Dove Court de Fresno Madera, Inc. for hosting a table on the course, and @bhing dona-
tions of fruit, snacks and water.

Lu'kas and Raisha and their group of youth volunteers from Open Understating Team, Loving
Ourselves and Uniting Diversity, (O.U.T.L.O.U.D.); Shannon and Heather Babc&of SingOUT for
getting Bubbles the Clown to come out to entertain; Starbucks at Herrah and Palm for donating
the very much needed coffee for our volunteers in the wee hours of theming.

Jack Frost Ice for the donation of 200 Ibs of ice!; Skip Nugent, owner of Best BiMarket in Hanford
for the contribution of soda; Glick's Meat Market in Visalia, Save Mart Supemarkets, The Ele-
phant Bar, Baja Fresh, Me n' Ed's Pizza, Elisabeth Guevara (PICU Nurse), anBubbles the Clown
for their donations to the raffle!!

Also, a special "thank you" to Dr. Seiden (PICU Physician), for photographing tke event;

Michael Olson and Robert Nunes for making the signs and for helping regit the GSA participants;
Ross and Pam Hennen, Wendy Parent and Tammy Uslemann, Ken and Diane Lewis fioeir help in
getting the event up and running the day of the event, you all are great!!!

If you have any ideas or improvements for next year, please e-mail usstidewith-
pride@sbcglobal.net

Leslie L. Lewis
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Wednesday, October 4th, 2006
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S 2305 W. Shaw, Fresno, CA. 93711 1

$ Social: 6:30pm — Dinner: 7pm — Presentation: 8pm followed by your quéisns 4

$ P4
Dinner Choices: Marinated Tri-Tip — Chicken Marsala — Pasta Primavera
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With Attorney J. Stanley Teixeira

Property Issues: Who Owns What and How
Sole ownership—Separate property
Community property—Separate property

Being a Family--To Be or Not To Be Domestic Partners
Implications of Domestic Partnership
Having Children—Adopting Children

In_case of Iliness or Death: Who Has Power
Durable Powers of Attorney
Property and Finances
Health Care
Distribution of Property Upon Death
Intestate Succession—Wills—Trust
Joint Tenancy—Payable on Death Accounts—Insurance

Estate Planning Considerations
Gifts -Taxes

Trusts vs. Court Supervision of Estate
Employment--Discrimination







MEET THE NEW PRESIDENT OF CCA
Bev Senkowski

Jacqueline Frank, my fiancé, and | live in Fresno with our cat. Several years ago warined our
own corporation and are self-employed. We moved to CA from OH over three years agananage
the finances, etc. She is a CRNA and is working at CMC. | am currently atteling FCC for photo-
journalism.

| have been active in the gay community since | came out 30 yrs ago my senior year id.Qleedless
to say it has been an adventure. | was politically active as a student at Kent Stataiversity where
activism is second nature! | served on the student council, was desitgda Who's Who, graduated
with honors, and received my bachelor's degree in Psychology. | worked in salcservices for seven-
teen years.

| raised four children with my former partner. | lectured for many years on children in the LGBT
community and now | fight for non-biological parents rights. | have marche in Washington,

DC three times with the OH delegates and next time | look forward to mafting with the CA dele-
gation.

| have been a member of the Unitarian Universalist society for the past 19 yrssérved as a delegate
to the UU General Assembly at Yale University where | worked towardsgssage of the "Welcoming
Congregation Resolution” which was designed to get congregations to aclivénteract, invite, and
welcome into their churches the LGBT community. | am a member of UlUnterweave and the UU
Legislative Ministry of CA, which is working to help enlist the UU memlkership to support marriage
equality and religious freedom.

| have been involved with Marriage Equality (MECA) for several years; firstin SF, as a chapter
leader then as a regional coordinator. | volunteered on the Executive Commi that arranged the
Equality CA/Marriage Equality National Marriage Caravan in Oct 2004. Both Jacqueline and

| traveled on the caravan from SF, stopping in eight cities for rallies, and oto Washington, DC for
a National Rally on Nat'l Coming Out Day. We were both featured speakers at this rall

| am a Red Cross disaster volunteer and want to Gulfport MS to help with Katma disaster families
last year. | am very community based. | am excited to have been selected to led@iAdnto the fu-
ture and | ask for the support of the CCA membership in this endeavor.
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“Get Out” talks with Reel Pride volunteer coordinat Ron Wilson
By Joshua Tehee, Get Out! (The FresnoBee) Statiewri

A few years ago, four or so years back, when Ron Won started volunteering at the Reel Pride Film Fstival, he might have been shocked by the re-
sponse the community gave to a festival dedicated gay and lesbian films. That's pretty much worn df

How did you get involved in Reel Pride?

Wilson: | lived in the Bay Area and came to Fresno, actuall retired in Fresno, and | wanted to get involvedn community activities. One of my friends
was, at that time, on the board of Reel Pride andanvinced me that | needed to come and volunteer.

And how did you end up in Fresno?

Wilson: My partner was born here. And he said we ned to consider Fresno. And | said, "Are you kiddin@" But, | got down here, | really enjoy it
down here. | like it a lot.

What's the importance of having a festival like thin town?

Wilson: There are probably three things that come @ the top of my head. One is that it increases thmublic's awareness that there is a gay and lesbian
community that resides in Fresno and in the CentraValley. | think that the festival itself providescultural diversity, which is certainly nothing bad.
And through the motion pictures, which is a popularmedia, they are promoting the overall community uderstanding and acceptance of the gay and
lesbian community.

You've seen firsthand, how the festival has grov@an you talk about that?

Wilson: It's grown in many ways. We have increasedudience participation and community participation. I've been very impressed by the increased
participation that we're seeing from producers, stas, directors, the actual makers of the movies, whoome and have their seminars and discussions.
I'm very impressed with the continual growth that we see, not just in the gay and lesbian communityubeverybody.

Most of the people | know who attend the festivahmlunteer to help are straight. It does seemslik's an inclusive thing.

Wilson: It's a very inclusive thing. It would be aginst the whole point if we excluded anyone. Therare members of the board who are straight. And
they work very hard because nobody wants to see tligolerance. As I've retired and since become moractive in volunteer work, one of the things
that I'm trying to promote is that no one should eer feel ashamed of who they are. You might feel aastmed of things you do, but you should never feel
ashamed of who you are.

What's been your favorite Reel Pride moment?

Wilson: Maybe the opening night last year. | was jat very impressed with that. Several of the chorusefrom town joined together to sing. It was just
very inspirational.

Favorite movie?
Wilson: You know, that was one of the other thingshat really surprised me. Until | really started attending the festival | wasn't aware there were that
many LBGT (leshian, bisexual, gay, transgendered) avies around. I've seen such a wide range of film&f course, last year we didn't show

"Brokeback Mountain," but that was the big one. "Tr ansamerica," we did show, which was a very big onéve been impressed by the wide range of
types of movies. Again, that goes to show that weeagpart of the bigger community.

It's always surprising to me to see how big thisrit is, to hear that whatever star showed up at #fter party or whatever. Did it surprise you thEtesno
would have something like this, being that we'retrseen...

Wilson: We're not seen as the gay and lesbian meco&California. Was | surprised? Absolutely. When Ifirst moved here and found out they had a
film festival, | assumed it was going to be two maes, shown in some little theater, on a night whemobody else would go out. And then to participate
and see just how big it was, | was just, | was flakergasted. And again, so proud of what these peoptave done.

We have a film festival like this that seems todide to thrive.

Wilson: We have a film festival that thrives. We hae several organizations in town that are LGBT orgaizations. Unfortunately the political climate
tries to keep them down.

From GSA (Gay-Straight-Alliance), Central California Alliance, PFLAG (Parents, Families, and Friends foLesbians and Gays), there's a whole bunch
of organizations here.

We may not necessarily be that visible to the othe@ommunity. And sometimes, it's like, why should wée? I'm not a person who walks down the
street carrying a gay flag. | don't think that's required. In fact, | think that's the whole point. | don't think we should ever have to do that.

We shouldn't be ashamed of who we are, but we shalnl't have to carry a flag so people can identify us
So where does the film festival fit in? If it's n@bout saying, we're here and this is what we'rary?

Wilson: It is about that to a certain extent. On tke one hand, in my mind, you don't want to push youagenda. On the other hand, people need to knoy
you're here.

So, it's that fine space in between. We want people be aware that there's a gay and lesbian commugi | think the film festival does that. We want to
enhance community understanding. | believe they dthat.

This is one time, one of the times -- | think thetber one is probably Pride Weekend -- where peoplean come out and not be ashamed of who they arg
and not have to be doing something, | don't know, ibarre.

It's that you can be a part of mainstream America @ing normal things, going to a parade, going to a avie festival.
(Ron Wilson is currently on the CCA Board of Diret — Ed.)
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CCA SPELUNKERS EXPLORE FRESNO'S
UNDERGROUND GARDENS
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Special Financial Bulletin from the Human Rights Qapaign

The new federal pension law signed Thursday by President Bush indes two provisions that extend
important financial protections to same-sex couples. The first provien, called "non-spousal roll-
over," allows individual's retirement plan benefits, such as a 401(k), to bednsferred to an Individ-
ual Retirement Account (IRA) for a nonspouse beneficiary -- like a dosstic partner, sibling, or any
other designated person.

In the past, same-sex partners were forced to withdraw the amount as a lungpm and faced immedi-
ate tax penalties, diminishing savings intended for retirement. The send provision, known as
"hardship distribution," allows individuals who list their same -sex partner or other nonspouse bene
ficiary under a 401(k) plan the ability to tap into their retirement funds in the case of certain medica
or financial emergencies of the beneficiary.

In the past, federal law permitted such withdrawals only for employeedegally recognized spouses 0
dependents. "This is an incredibly exciting victory that will be helful to millions of gay, lesbian, bi-
sexual, and transgender families,” said Joe Solmonese, president of the Hunfights Campaign

Solmonese said his group had fought hard to have the two provisions includedthe final version of
the measure. "Basically what this means is that these two provisions emsuhat the U.S. tax code, in
times of emergencies, is fairer to more Americans, including our camunity, and puts us on a more
equal footing with other couples,” he said.
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10am Worship & Sunday School

Rev. Lee Cruise, Pastor
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CCA PRESENTS AN EXCLUSIVE BOOKSIGNING EVENT WITH
CELEBRATED LOCAL AUTHOR LILLIAN FADERMAN

(Kirkus Reviews)
GAY L.A.: a History of Sexual Outlaws, Power Politics, anfdtick Lesbians

An exceptionally literate, overstuffed chronicle of gay Tinseltown. In altemating sections on Los Ange-
les lesbians and gay men, historian Faderman (Naked in the Promised Land, 2008, )eand freelance
journalist Timmons, respectively, deliver an exhaustive account.

Beginning in the 1880s, both groups migrated in droves from less liberal localé freewheeling, anony-
mous Southern California, and a supportive, unified community emerged even #&ns against sodomy
and “masquerading” (i.e., cross-dressing) kept guard over the city’s bedrooms

These enterprising pioneers were soon followed by vaudeville exiles whacked to Hollywood and built
its entertainment foundation. Post-Prohibition nightclubs cateredo such “sexually flexible” entertain-
ers as Marlene Dietrich, James Cagney and Mae West.

The years after WWII saw a boom in gay meeting places—beaches, bars, clubs, publicksafor men,
city streets and restaurant lounges for women—even though all of them wesebjected to aggressive,
relentless Vice Squad raids.

Small neighborhood enclaves of gays and lesbians began to materialize, creatingigefs that sparked
the mid- 60s gay organization PRIDE (Personal Rights in Defense and Eduitat), whose “Pride Night”
meetings were all-encompassing gay-empowerment events.

The interracial homophile group ONE, the social-justice-oriented Mathchine and the lesbian political
equality organization Daughters of Bilitis proved worthy precursors and pavd the way toward the
1969 Stonewall Rebellion.

The openly gay and lesbian population continued to skyrocket during the '70s, drihat lively era gives
the book’s prose a shot in the arm as the authors describe the revital@zé.A. demographic, the pink
neon discos of West Hollywood and a community center disseminating vital infmation about the
AIDS epidemic.

Among the timely issues affecting gay youth today that get spirited discuesiare the questions of gen-
der and identity. Both authors are Californians, and their love of Hollywood hstory and lore shines
bright. Vital intellectual fare brimming with fascinating history.
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