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PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE -  COMMUNITY LEADERS  
BRUNCH A SMASH HIT! 

 

When CCA President Beverly Senkowski was planning the annual President’s Circle event, she thought it might 
be time to do something different.  She decided to use this event to both recognize President’s Circle members and 
to bring together the leaders of the local GLBT+ community.  Her vision came to fruition when over 50 CCA 
members and representatives from nearly a dozen local GLBT+ organizations came together to enjoy a sumptu-
ous brunch at the home of Dan Jackson and Ron Wilson.  

 

Following the presentation of CCA officers,  each of the attendees took to the microphone to introduce themselves 
and briefly describe the mission of their respective organizations. We were especially pleased to have city council-
man Brian Calhoun as a guest. He took the opportunity to describe some of the challenges facing our city govern-
ment, and he then went on to answer questions of interest to our guests. 

 

This event is just one way that the Central California Alliance is attempting to bring together the diverse groups 
within the our local GLBT+ community and to help foster a spirit of unity between these organization. While 
each of us has an individual role to play in the fight for equality, this event was meant to demonstrate that we can 
draw strength through cooperation and a sense of shared purpose. CCA pledges to continue efforts such as this 
event, to forge alliances between the many members of our community.    
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Interested in joining our Board, Events or Marketing committees? 

Contact Bev Senkowski at b_senkowski@yahoo.com  

or Jim Daggs at thatccaguy@comcast.net 

2007  Events Calendar 
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Mission Statement 
The Central California Alliance 
is a not-for-profit organization 
dedicated to promoting positive 
change, equal rights, social and 
networking opportunities for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and   
transgender people through  
programs of community service 
and philanthropy. 
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Celebrating 14 Years of Pride & Service 

Board of Directors: 
President 

Bev Senkowski 

Past President 

Sue Stone 

Vice President 

Ellis Vance 

Treasurer 

Ron Wilson 

Secretary 

Jim Daggs 

Members-At-Large 

Ron Avedisian 

Dakota M Draconi 

Lorenzo Holguin 

Noa Kristi 

Sara Martinez 

Judy Parker 

Blue Elijah Riggs 

Caren Thomas 

Marketing Committee Chair  

Julie Howe 

CCA Editor, Photographer & 
Events Committee Chair 

Jim Daggs 

Asst. Editors 

Lee Palmer 

Ron Wilson 

Additional Photographs 

Bev Senkowski  

Jacqueline Frank 

***Fresno Gay Men’s Chorus Presents*** 

Jason & deMarco at the Tower Theatre 

National Coming Out Day  

Thursday,  October 11th 2007 (See pg 12)  

  

***CCA Grants & Awards Annual Fundraiser*** 

Saturday, October  13th  

Fred Bologna’s Historic Fresno Home 

Lesbian  Breast Cancer Support Group 

 every second Monday of the month at 6PM 

Wesley United Methodist Church  

***CCA Annual Meeting***  

Sunday, July 15th 3pm-5pm 

Jackson/Wilson Residence - see page 6  

***CCA Holiday Decoration Garage Sale*** 

Sat/Sun September 29th & 30th 

Jackson/Wilson Residence 

Queer Volleyball Thursdays 

 

The folks at Community Link will be hosting Queer Volleyball at 6:30 at 
Quigley Park.  This event is held every Thursday 6:30pm and every third 
Saturday of the month at 4:30pm. Quigley Park, corner of Dakota and 
Teilman (just west of Fruit). Pickup games, NOT a league. Recreation, 

not competition. All levels welcome, fun for all.  

Questions? Call Juan @ 559.486.3464.  
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CCA & KVPT PRESENT: 
 

“IN THE LIFE”  
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 General Contractor 
 

 3935 E. Turner 

 Fresno, CA 93702 

 559-243-0846 Phone/Fax 

 ray_hitchcock@comcast.com 
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Monday, July 2nd, 11:00pm  

on KVPT Channel 18 
 

ACTOR AND WRITER CHARLES BUSCH HOSTS THIS 
MONTH'S EPISODE, "GENDER REVOLUTION"  

 

Our society has always had rigid ideas about what gender should be. 
Quite simply, it is, to most, male or female. But for others, male and 
female are not so clearly defined. In 1996, In the Life first aired 
"Gender Warriors," where those with a passion for personal expres-
sion, truth, and education are highlighted. 
 

Same-sex marriage is a hot-button issue both nationwide and within 
the gay community. How is it that Betty married Hellen six years ago? 
In "Heterosexual Privilege," we hear from this couple and learn about 
their remarkable relationship. 

 

While born a woman, living as a man proved to be a means by which 
the talented and dynamic musician, Billy Tipton, could achieve success 
in the male-dominated world of jazz. 
 

The term intersex is used to describe a person whose biological sex is 
ambiguous. In "Size Matters" In the Life discovers in recent years, 
there has been a growing movement to empower intersex people to 
select the gender reflecting who they are and giving them the right to 
have that gender expression honored. 

 

How do gender roles define us? How do we navigate a society where 
there is still great disparity between men and women...economically, 
sexually, and socially? "Binary Culture," a segment from 2005, begins 
to explore these questions as we talk to people about what gender 
means to us all. 
 

On campuses across the country, students have always pushed the 
boundaries of Tradition. "Vanderbilt" takes us to V anderbilt Univer-
sity where you'll meet Everett Moran, a leader among his fellow 
LGBT students. 
 

  * In the Life is the pioneer gay and lesbian newsmagazine on public 
television. A three-time Emmy Award nominee, In the Life blends 
hard-hitting journalism and bold commentary for an inside look at 
gay and lesbian issues and culture. In the Life premiered in 1992 and 
became the country’s first regularly scheduled gay-centric television 
news program. Currently in its 15th season, In the Life is broadcast on 
246 public television stations nationwide, reaching 70 million U.S. 
households. Headquartered in New York City, In the Life is produced 
by In The Life Media, Inc., a not-for-profit, 501(c)(3) member-
supported educational corporation. 

 

 

Nancy Nadler & Assoc.  

ReMax Gold  

Fig Garden Village  

5240 North Palm Ave.  

Fresno, CA 93704  
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Join host Jeffery Robinson for 
It's A Queer Thang radio show 

KFCF 88.1FM or at 
http://www.KFCF.org 

Every 3rd Friday of the month 
From 5-6pm 
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Go for the gold! 

$1,000 

$2,000 

$3,000 

$4,000 

$5,000!!! 

CAN YOU ANSWER THIS QUESTION CORRECTLY? 
 

CCA awards thousands of dollars to deserving GLBT organizations and individuals each year. How does CCA raise 
the funds for these annual awards ,which are presented at the Talent Show each January? 

 

1. A portion of the profits from every CCA event is used for the awards. 

2. All the profit from every CCA event are used for the awards. 

3. The profit from a single annual fundraiser is the only funding for the awards. 

So which one did you choose-1, 2, or 3?   

 

Most members are surprised to find out that all of the annual awards are funded by one CCA event—the annual 
fundraiser. Over the past 13 years, the generosity of CCA members has benefited dozens of local GLBT organizations 
to the tune of many tens of thousands of dollars. Some of these recipients include: 

 

  GayFresno.com    The Gay-Straight Alliance 

   United Pride Coalition    Gay Straight Alliance  
  Golden State Peace Officers   Region IV Outreach Program  
  PFLAG      Pride Club - COS  
  All About Care/Camp Care        Destination OUT  
  Tree Fresno     Planned Parenthood  
       The Living Room    Marjaree Mason Center  
  Fresno County Library    11th Annual Mother's Day HIV Awareness Run  
  Tower District ART Party   Breaking the Silence   
  CSUF Bulldog Pride Fund   QueerFresno.com 

 

And these are in addition to our annual commitment to the Fresno Reel Pride Film Festival and the Fresno Pride 
Weekend Parade and Festival. 

 

Last year we raised over $2,000 from some 60 members who attended the fundraiser at the home of Kathy Adams 
and Robin McGehee. That means that 100% of our annual giving came from just 25% of our members! This year we 
are trying to “raise the bar” on the amount we give to these and other  deserving community organizations, by in-
creasing the number of CCA members who contribute to the fund. 
 

This year we are asking all CCA members to commit to making a contribution to the fund, whether or not they can 
attend the fundraiser. This year’s goal is $5,000-will you help us reach that pot of gold at the end of the rainbow? You 
can mail your gift to: CCA, P.O. Box 16422, Fresno, CA. 93755 Attn: Fundraiser. Or coming soon, you will be able to 
pay via the Paypal link at ccafresno.org.  
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· by Blue Elijah Riggs 

 

 Glad to “see” you again! Sorry I missed you last issue but I’m having one of those months! 
A lot has happened since last time we were together. Let’s talk about Fresno’s Pride Parade. 
 

 For those of you who were there, you saw the unveiling of a new banner by CCA. For those 
of you who weren’t there … where were you? We missed you! 

 

 The symbol on the banner, created by Dakota M Draconi and me, and sanctioned and promoted by CCA, represents a 
proud and numerous part of our community that historically has been shunned, closeted and ignored. Though this 
population has been around since the earliest recorded history, it is only in recent times that they have found a voice(s) 
strong enough to find legitimacy. This population is the community of which I am a proud member and advocate: the 
Transgender, Intersexes and associated communities. The symbol on the banner may appear at the top of this page. If 
not, take a look at it on our web site on this page: www.ccafresno.org . Be patient though, we are doing a lot of upgrad-
ing on our site so it may not be readily available. Keep checking! 
 

 Many of you may be aware of the many, many letters connected with the Gay community. Each group (rightfully) has 
attached their initial to the Gay community’s initial. Historically speaking, it started with the public acknowledgment of 
the Gay community. At that period in time, all other groups thought of as “differently oriented” were lumped into that 
category. The next to emerge publicly were the Lesbians. This changed the title of the community to Gay and Lesbian. 
All other groups were lumped in. 
 

 The next to claim public recognition were the Bisexuals. Thus the acronym GLB emerged. Transgender then claimed 
their place and we all became the GLBT. The G and L are often interchanged, primarily to break out of the mold of men 
always gaining more recognition and power than women. Next is the Intersexed. Then Queer, Questioning, Twin-
spirited, Pan-sexual, Pan-gender … and the list goes on. Consequently we have evolved into a situation where our ac-
knowledgement requires most of the alphabet (no insult intended). The general public cannot keep up. So much of the 
community has come to a place where we feel good with being understood as GLBT+. The + represents much more than 
meets the eye. 

 

 The + in GLBT+ represents the many identities on the continuums of sexual orientation and gender. It also notes that 
they/we are welcomed, included and thought of very positively. The banner is CCA’s open recognition and welcoming of 
these many communities/identities, and you will see much more of the GLBT+ wherever you find CCA and its many 
activities. 
 

 Back to the symbol! It was designed to be representative of the various gender continuums. Additionally, each person 
who looks at it will find their own interpretation and understanding. That’s a big part of the design. The background 
colors morph from shades of blue to shades of pink indicating the many and various identities within. The overlaying 
symbol shows the male symbol, female symbol and a recognizable combination of the two, all connected in one ring. 
Theses are meant to indicate that all forms of gender, from male to female and everything between and outside, are con-
nected. You can see a recognizable Transgender symbol, a recognizable Intersexed symbol, and the color morph repre-
senting all of the gender communities. You will see the symbol in your own interpretation, and that’s great! 

 

 Well, again, I apologize of missing you last month. I’ll do my best not to leave anyone hanging in the future. After all, I 
know you just wait to hear from me! Ha! Keep smiling and stay safe, and hey … I’ve only heard from a couple of you. If 
you have any questions, comments, complaints, corrections, bitches, etc. regarding my topics or column, let me know at 
www.ccafresno.org . “See” you next time! 
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Log Cabin Republican Poll  
 

According to a new poll released by GOP pollster Tony 
Fabrizio, 77 percent of Republicans believe employers 
should not be able to fire an employee based solely on sex-
ual orientation, the Log Cabin Republicans said Wednes-
day in a written statement. 
 

In the same poll, 49 percent of Republicans said they be-
lieve gays should be able to openly serve in the military 
(42 percent of them oppose it), and 43 percent support 
either marriage equality or civil unions. 51 percent of Re-
publicans polled do not support same-sex relationship 
recognition of any kind.  
 

When asked what issue Republicans believe best define 
the party, only 5 percent replied with "traditional  mar-
riage/family values."  

 

The survey was conducted via telephone and online with 
2,000 self-identified Republican voters from all over the 
United States between May 28 and June 3.  
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YEARBOOK CENSOR APOLOGIZES 
 

The Newark, N.J., city schools superintendent apologized to a gay 
student for having staffers black out a picture of the student kissing 
his boyfriend from the high school yearbook, calling the incident "a 
homophobic moment." 

 

Superintendent Marion A. Bolden said she spoke with senior Andre 
Jackson, 18, a day after she issued him a written apology that said 
she regretted the decision to censor his personal page in the East Side 
High School yearbook. "We have to own up to the fact that it was a 
homophobic moment," she said. "That's what everybody's afraid to 
say. There are sensitivity issues we need to talk about as a result of 
this."  
 

Jackson  had refused to accept Bolden's written apology, saying he 
wanted her to apologize publicly. Bolden said she arrived at the 
school Tuesday to find him reluctant to speak with her, but that the 
two spoke after she made a public apology to the assembled students.  

 

During her public remarks, she said the picture of Jackson kissing his 
boyfriend was not appropriate for the yearbook and that, if it was to 
be removed, two pictures of heterosexual couples kissing should 
have been removed as well. Jackson, who paid $150 for the page, 
and others noted that the yearbook was filled with pictures of hetero-
sexual couples kissing. The district said it would reissue an uncen-
sored version of the 2007 yearbook to any student who wants one.  
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São Paulo Gay Parade – An 11 year miracle 

 

1st Parade. June 28th 1997. Attendance: 2,000 people. 
Motto: We are many, we are in all professions. 

 
2nd Parade. June 28th 1998. Attendance: 7,000 people. 

Motto: The rights of gays, lesbians and transvestites are Human Rights. 
  

3rd Parade. June 27th 1999. Attendance: 35,000 people. 
Motto: Gay Pride in Brazil, towards year 2000. 

4th Parade. June 25th 2000. Attendance: 120,000 people. 
Motto: Celebrating the Pride of Living in Diversity. 

 
5th Parade. June 17th 2001. Attendance: 250,000 people. 

Motto: Embracing Diversity. 
 

6th Parade. June 2nd 2002. Attendance: 500,000 people. 
Motto: Educating for Diversity. 

 
7th Parade. June 22nd 2003. Attendance: 1 million people. 

Motto: Making Politics for Homosexuals. 
  

8th Parade. June 13th 2004. Attendance: 1.8 million people. 
Motto: We Have Family and Pride. 

 
9th Parade. May 29th 2005. Attendance: 2.5 million people. 

Motto: Equal rights! No more, no less. 
 

10th Parade. June 17th 2006. Attendance: 3 million people 
Motto: Homophobia is crime! Sexual rights are Human rights. 

11th Parade. June 17th 2007. Attendance: 3.5 million people 
Motto: For a world without racism, machismo and homophobia  
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Editorial 
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 We would like to introduce ourselves to those in the community who are unaware of who we are and what we do. We are 
a relatively new group in the community, having been active for only the past year. Trans-e-motion brings together youth 
and adults as a dedicated task force to bring about social change for the benefit of the transgender community. We con-
sist of several representatives from various organizations forming a coalition. We also, welcome any and all to join us; 
transgender or not. The task we have chosen is to use the arts to educate, inform and bring attention to the issues sur-
rounding the transgender population. 
 

 Last year, we hosted the first art exhibit of its kind in the Valley; dedicated to Transgender Day of Remembrance 
(November 20th). We had many pieces on display; some created by local artists and others created by people who didn’t 
know they had much artistic ability. With music, food, speakers, and a fantastic turn-out; Transgender Day of Remem-
brance was a powerful success. Many organizations contributed to our ability to succeed, and we thank all of them. 
 

 Trans-e-motion would like to extend an invitation to you! Come and join us in the fun! We have a great time together 
and make a major difference for many lives in the process. We are hosting a workshop … FREE TO ALL ! We will dis-
cuss Trans-e-motion in a little more detail, talk about the population whom we serve, and how we go about it. You’ll have 
a chance to play at some art projects. Believe me, no talent is necessary! It’s very interactive and a great experience 
 

 Trans-e-motion Workshop  

Date: July 21, 2007           Time: 11:00 – 5:00          Location: 633 N. Van Ness Ave.  (Planned Parenthood)     Cost:  $0  

Food provided- For more information or to register for the workshop, call Blue at 977-1870 (between the hours of 10 
a.m. to 10 p.m.) 

BEWARE THE “EX-GAY MINISTRY” WOLF  
IN “AIDS WALK” SHEEPS CLOTHING!  

I recently received a notice of the “Second Annual Aids Walk Fresno”, encouraging me to join in raising money for 
“one of Central California's largest AIDS Fundraisers.”  Well that certainly sounded good to me, but I wondered 
who would be the beneficiary of these funds. 

 

As I viewed their website, the first alarm bells went off when I saw the “Cornerstone Church” listed as a top team in 
the walk. In case you didn't know, the church's pastor, Jim Franklin, was one of the organizers of the infamous 
“Defense of Traditional Marriage” event at City Hall three years ago—an event CCA helped demonstrate against. 
Franklin, along with other religious fundamentalists such as G. L. Johnson of the Peoples Church, is very vocal 
about his view that homosexuality is an “abomination.” Those who choose to be gay and refuse to “pray the gay 
away” or become celibate, are on their way to hell. (Can you tell I was raised in a fundamentalist church?) 
 

Now I REALLY wanted to follow the money trail. After much searching I found that the major beneficiary of the funds raised was the “Red 
Ribbon AIDS Project” and that the project “provides individuals who have tested positive for HIV/AIDS in Fresno County with life sustaining 
services, peer counseling, prevention education as well as family support. Founded by Daniel Mendoza in July of 2003, Red Ribbon AIDS Pro-
ject is a community-based, volunteer-supported organization with local and national reach.”  

 

Hmmm...never heard of them—I’ll Google “Red Ribbon Aids Project.” BINGO! Faster than they can stone a harlot, I had my answer. Up 
popped the “PFOX” (Parents and Friends of EX-Gays and Gays) blog and the testimony of one Daniel Mendoza who wrote: “Today, it has 
been over 3 years since I have surrendered my gay life… I am currently the Director of the Red Ribbon AIDS Project…” And where is Daniel 
headquartered? 1545 Fulton Street. That's the address of Cornerstone Church offices and service center. 

 

There I had it—with a sham website, it seems that AIDS Walk Fresno is now a wholly-owned subsidiary of the “Ex-Gay ministry” of the Cor-
nerstone Church. Sources tell me that Cornerstone took the event over last year. The website for the event fails to disclose that Cornerstone is 
the REAL organizer behind the scenes. I suspect that they fear people would not support the event if their direct involvement and “Ex-Gay” 
agenda were widely known. WELL THEY ARE RIGHT!  I write this to warn all CCA members about this subterfuge. These types of funda-
mentalist organizations are not interested in you as gay, only as an “ex-gay.”   

(Opinions are those of the editor only, your comments are welcome) 
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Rev. Dr. Norman Broadbent, Pastor 

10am Worship & Sunday School 
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Celebrating 14 Years of Pride & Service 


