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CCA SPONSORS OPENING NIGHT OF THE 18th FRESNO REEL PRIDE  

2007 GAY & LESBIAN FILM FESTIVAL  

 

 On Wednesday September 19th, Fresno Reel Pride celebrates its 18th annual gay and 
lesbian film festival with five days of films and events at the historic Tower Theatre 
and the Starline Lounge. Reel Pride is the Central Valley's largest film festival and the 
sixth oldest gay and lesbian festival in the United States. Each year, the five-day event 
attracts thousands of LGBT and straight attendees to view some of the best alternative 
and independent short films, documentaries and feature films from around the world. 
 

 Opening Night is once again sponsored by CCA this year and features writer/director 
Jonah Markowitz’s feature debut, Shelter.  Starring newcomer Trevor Wright and 
screen veteran Brad Rowe (Billy’s Hollywood Screen Kiss), Shelter is a sexy, authentic 
and highly accomplished love story that mixes sex and surf against the backdrop of 
choice between dysfunctional family and the pursuit of one’s dreams. After the film, 
opening night continues with a gala celebration with music, food and open bar. 
 

 The 2007 festival program continues through Sunday September 23rd and includes 
over 50 international award winning films representing five of the seven continents. 
The film finalists were selected from a record number of film submissions and include 
entries from Argentina, Australia, Canada, France, Germany, Hong Kong, Iceland, 
Israel, Norway, Poland, Spain, United Kingdom and the United States. 

 

 Advance tickets and festival passes are available online at www.reelpride.com, at the 
Reel Pride Box Office at 844 E. Olive Avenue or the AAA office located at 5040 N. 
Forkner Avenue after September 1st. Festival passes are available for $60, $80 and 
$125 and include priority seating and access to special events. Individual screening 
tickets range from $5 - $20.  Opening and Closing night tickets include the after film 
events. 
  

 Fresno REEL Pride Film Festival — September 19-23, 2007  — at the Tower Theatre 
(815 E. Olive Avenue) and Starline Lounge (833 E. Fern Avenue) in Fresno.  

Information Line: (559) 488-6562 or on-line at: www.reelpride.com  
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Interested in joining our Board, Events or Marketing committees? 

Contact Bev Senkowski at b_senkowski@yahoo.com  

or Jim Daggs at thatccaguy@comcast.net 

 

2007  Events Calendar 
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Mission Statement 
The Central California Alliance 
is a not-for-profit organization 
dedicated to promoting positive 
change, equal rights, social and 
networking opportunities for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and   
transgender people through  
programs of community service 
and philanthropy. 
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Celebrating 14 Years of Pride & Service 

Board of Directors: 
President 

Bev Senkowski 

Past President 

Sue Stone 

Vice President 

Lorenzo Holguin 

Treasurer 

Ron Wilson 

Secretary 

Jim Daggs 

Members-At-Large 

Ron Avedisian 

Dakota M Draconi 

Noa Kristi 

Sara Martinez 

Judy Parker 

Blue Elijah Riggs 

Caren Thomas 

Events Co-Chair 

Ellis Vance 

Marketing Committee Chair  

Julie Howe 

CCA Editor, Events Co-Chair 

Jim Daggs 

Asst. Editors 

Lee Palmer 

Ron Wilson 

Additional Photographs 

Bev Senkowski  

Jacqueline Frank 

***Fresno Gay Men’s Chorus Presents*** 

Jason & deMarco at the Tower Theatre 

National Coming Out Day  

Thursday,  October 11th 2007 (see pg 9)  

  

***CCA Grants & Awards Annual Fundraiser*** 

Saturday, October  13th  

Fred Bologna’s Historic Fresno Home (see page 8) 

***CCA Autumn Garage Sale*** 

Sat/Sun September 29th & 30th 

Jackson/Wilson Residence (see page 6) 

 

 

  

***Stride with Pride for Kids-2007*** 

Saturday, October 20th, Roeding Park  

stridewithpride.com 

  

***CCA Annual Holiday Party***  

Saturday, December  8th  

At  The Happy Holiday Home of  

Drs Richard Jennings & Peyton Bryars  
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CCA & KVPT PRESENT: 
 

“IN THE LIFE”  
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 General Contractor 
 

 3935 E. Turner 

 Fresno, CA 93702 

 559-243-0846 Phone/Fax 

 ray_hitchcock@comcast.com 
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Monday, September 3rd, 11:00pm  

on KVPT Channel 18 

"Looking Back, Moving Forward" 
 

 

 

 

"Desert Hearts"  The lesbian classic Desert Hearts paved the way 
for a new wave of independent gay and lesbian cinema. As the film cele-
brates its 20th anniversary, In the Life talks to two women who were 
behind and in front of the Desert Hearts cameras. 

 

"Christopher Durang"  Award-winning  playwright and actor 
Christopher Durang’s work has been described as sharp-satire: rebel-
lious, witty, and irreverent. The show takes a look at Durang’s life and 
influential work. 

 

"Taylor Vs. Rice"  Audiences will hear the story of 
Lorenzo Taylor, whose lifelong dream came to a halt when he was de-
nied entry into the Foreign Service because he is HIV+. This prompted 
him to file suit against U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, and the 
State Department. 

 

"Real to Reel"  Mark and Alex  Farley were born identical twin 
boys. Alex later informed his family that he was transitioning from male 
to female. This month's "Real to Reel" chronicles the Farley family's 
journey in the award-winning documentary, Red Without Blue. 

 

"Moscow Pride"  In the Life sits down with members of the 
LGBT community as they share their feelings about Gay Pride. Addi-
tionally, audiences will hear first-hand accounts of an attempt at a Pride 
celebration in Moscow, Russia in May of 2007.  
 

  * In the Life is the pioneer gay and lesbian newsmagazine on public 
television. A three-time Emmy Award nominee, In the Life blends hard-
hitting journalism and bold commentary for an inside look at gay and 
lesbian issues and culture. In the Life premiered in 1992 and became the 
country’s first regularly scheduled gay-centric television news program. 
Currently in its 15th season, In the Life is broadcast on 246 public tele-
vision stations nationwide, reaching 70 million U.S. households. Head-
quartered in New York City, In the Life is produced by In The Life 
Media, Inc., a not-for-profit, 501(c)(3) member-supported educational 
corporation. 

 

Nancy Nadler & Assoc.  

ReMax Gold  

Fig Garden Village  

5240 North Palm Ave.  

Fresno, CA 93704  
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Listen every 3rd Friday of the 
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     NEWS SHORTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD 

 

 

 

CHINA: Chinese authorities have cracked down on groups fighting HIV and AIDS, threatening 
activists, closing their offices and ordering that a conference be canceled. The government's actions 
raise questions about whether it is really committed to fighting HIV and AIDS, says New York-
based Human Rights Watch. 
 

"These individuals and groups dedicated to addressing the enormous suffering wrought by China's 
HIV/AIDS epidemic should not face police threats and harassment," Joe Amon, the group's 
HIV/AIDS director, said in a statement. The activists deserve "praise and support, not intimidation 
tactics by state security forces."  

 

The crackdown comes amid a general tightening of political control in China in the run-up to a ma-
jor meeting of the ruling Communist Party. The meeting, expected in October, is held once every 
five years and sets the political tone and direction for the country.  
 
 
BRAZIL: Brazil's public health system will begin providing free gender-reassignment operations 
in compliance with a court order. Ministry spokesman Edmilson Oliveira da Silva said the govern-
ment would not appeal Wednesday's ruling by a panel of federal judges giving the government 30 
days to offer the procedure or face fines of $5,000 a day.  

 

The 4th Regional Federal Court agreed, saying in its ruling that "from the biomedical perspective, 
transsexuality can be described as a sexual identity disturbance where individuals need to change 
their sexual designation or face serious consequences in their lives, including intense suffering, muti-
lation and suicide."  

 

The Health Ministry said it would be up to local officials to decide who qualifies for the surgery and 
what priority it will be given compared with other operations within the public health system.  
 
 
UGANDA: Ugandan gay rights advocates appealed for acceptance Friday, saying they face regu-
lar abuse by police in a country where being gay is punishable by life in prison.  

"Our message is simple and clear; let us live in peace," said Victor Juliet Mukasa, 32, head of Sexual 
Minorities Uganda. “We are human beings and should have the same rights as any other citizen of 
Uganda. We want people to see who we are, so we can dismiss these rumors that homosexuals are 
rapists and pedophiles," she said. "So many of us have been abused by police.” 
 
  

Attitudes toward gays in Uganda are typical of those across the continent, where many countries 
outlaw homosexuality and where gays are prone to prejudice and violence. A perfect example is 
found in the chilling words of government spokesman Kirunda Kivejinja who said. "There is no 
question of equal treatment for these strange fellows. Homosexuality is repugnant to the people of 
Uganda."  

�������������������������������
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LET US KNOW YOUR OPINION!  

 

If you would like to express your views regard-
ing CCA or any state, local, national, or inter-
national GLBT+ issue, just send us a letter or 
email and we will include it in our next issue - 
space permitting. Please limit your letters to 

200 words and be sure to sign them.  

 

Connections will not publish open letters, 
anonymous letters or form letters. Relevant 

poetry will be considered for publication solely 
at the discretion of the editor. 

 

Mail to: P. O. Box 16422, Fresno, CA 93755 

(Attention: Jim Daggs -  Editor) 

Or email: thatccaguy@comcast.net 

Monthly cutoff date is the 15th of the 
month. 
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SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR CCA GRANTS & AWARDS 
 

This year we are asking all CCA members to commit to making a contribution to the fund, whether or not 
they can attend the fundraiser. This year’s goal is $5,000. Will you help us reach that pot of gold at the end of 
the rainbow? You can mail your gift to: CCA, P.O. Box 16422, Fresno, CA. 93755 Attn: Fundraiser. To buy 
tickets to the Annual CCA Fundraiser OR if you can’t attend, but you want to support the good works of the 
Central California Alliance, you can pay via the Paypal link at ccafresno.org.  WE NEED YOU NOW!!! 

�������������������������������

Go for the gold! 

$1,000 

$2,000 

$3,000 

$4,000 

$5,000!!! 

2007 GOAL 
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DEAR DR. LAURA 

 

Dr. Laura Schlessinger is a radio personality who dispenses advice to people who call in to her radio show. Recently, she 
said that, as an observant Orthodox Jew, homosexuality is an abomination according to Leviticus 18:22 and cannot be 
condoned under any circumstance. The following is an informative open letter to Dr. Laura,  penned by an east coast 
resident, which was posted on the Internet: 

 

Dear Dr. Laura: Thank you for doing so much to educate people regarding God's Law. I have learned a great deal from 
your show, and try to share that knowledge with as many people as I can.  

When someone tries to defend the homosexual lifestyle, for example, I simply remind them that Leviticus 18:22 clearly 
states that to be a homosexual is an abomination. End of debate. I do need some advice from you, however, regarding 
some of the other specific laws and how to follow them:  

· When I burn a bull on the altar as a sacrifice, I know it creates a pleasing odor for the Lord - Lev. 1:9. The problem 
is my neighbors. They claim the odor is not pleasing to them. Should I smite them?  

· I would like to sell my daughter into slavery, as sanctioned in Exodus 21:7. In this day and age, what do you think 
would be a fair price for her?  

·  I know that I am allowed no contact with a woman while she is in her period of menstrual uncleanliness - Lev. 
15:19- 24. The problem is, how do I tell? I have tried asking, but most women take offense.  

· Lev. 25:44 states that I may indeed possess slaves, both male and female, provided they are purchased from 
neighboring nations. A friend of mine claims that this applies to Mexicans, but not Canadians. Can you clarify? 
Why can't I own Canadians?  

· I have a neighbor who insists on working on the Sabbath. Exodus 35:2 clearly states he should be put to death. Am I 
morally obligated to kill him myself?  

· A friend of mine feels that even though eating shellfish is an abomination - Lev. 11:10, it is a lesser abomination than 
homosexuality. I do not agree. Can you settle this?  

· Lev. 21:20 states that I may not approach the altar of God if I have a defect in my sight. I have to admit that I wear 
reading glasses. Does my vision have to be 20/20, or is there some wiggle room here?  

· Most of my male friends get their hair trimmed, including the hair around their temples, even though this is ex-
pressly forbidden by Lev. 19:27. How should they die?  

· I know from Lev. 11:6-8 that touching the skin of a dead pig makes me unclean, but may I still play football if I 
wear gloves?  

· My uncle has a farm. He violates Lev. 19:19 by planting two different crops in the same field, as does his wife by 
wearing garments made of two different kinds of thread (cotton/polyester blend). He also tends to curse and blas-
pheme a lot. Is it really necessary that we go to all the trouble of getting the whole town together to stone them?  
Lev. 24:10-16. Couldn't we just burn them to death at a private family affair like we do with people who sleep with 
their in-laws? (Lev. 20:14)  

I know you have studied these things extensively, so I am confident you can help. Thank you again for reminding us that 
God's word is eternal and unchanging.     SIGNED: Your devoted fan, 
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 MERV GRIFFIN WAS GAY 

Opinion - By Ray Richmond - The Hollywood Reporter 

 

Why should that be so uncomfortable to read? Why is it so difficult to write? Why are we still so jittery even 
about raising the issue in purportedly liberal-minded Hollywood in 2007? We can refer to it casually in con-
versation, but the mainstream media somehow remains trapped in the Dark Ages when it comes to labeling 
a person as gay. 

 

Maybe that helps explain why Griffin, who died of prostate cancer Sunday at 82, stayed in the closet 
throughout his life. Perhaps he figured it was preferable to remain the object of gossip rather than live 
openly as "one of them." But how tremendously sad it is that a man of Merv's renown, of his gregarious na-
ture and social dexterity, would feel compelled to endure such a stealthy double life even as the gay commu-
nity's clout, and its levels of acceptance and equality, rose steadily from the ashes of ignorance. 

 

I'm not at all insinuating that Griffin had a responsibility to come out. That was up to him. But what a pow-
erful message Griffin might have sent had he squired his male companions around town rather than Eva 
Gabor, his longtime good friend and platonic public pal. Imagine the amount of good Merv could have done 
as a well-respected, hugely successful, beloved and uncloseted gay man in embodying a positive image. 

 

 As it was, I loved the guy, finding him charismatic and charming. And I had more than a passing acquaint-
ance with him, having worked on "The Merv Griffin Show" as a talent coordinator/segment producer in 
1985-86 as the show was winding down. Around the office, Merv's being gay was understood but rarely dis-
cussed. We knew nothing of his relationships because he guarded his privacy fiercely, and we didn't pry. 

 

Merv's secret gay life was widely known throughout showbiz culture, if not the wider America. It gained 
traction in 1991 when he was targeted in a pair of lawsuits: by "Dance Fever" host Denny Terrio, alleging 
sexual harassment; and by assistant Brent Plott, seeking $200 million in palimony. Both ultimately were dis-
missed. 
 

Over the past 16 years of his life, however, Griffin deflected the sexuality questions with a quip, determining 
that his private life remained nobody's business. He certainly didn't owe us an explanation, but maybe he 
owed it to himself to remove the suffocating veil he'd been forced to hide behind throughout his adult life. 
Then again, Merv carved his niche in the entertainment world at a time when being gay wasn't OK, when 
disclosure was unthinkable and the allegation alone could deep-six one's career. 
 

If you're Griffin, why would you think a judgmental culture would  be any more tolerant as you grew into 
middle and old age? Even in the capital of entertainment -- in a business where homosexuality isn't exactly a 
rare phenomenon -- it's still spoken of in hushed tones or, more often, not at all. And Merv's brush with tab-
loid scandal no doubt only drove him further into the closet. 

 

While it would seem everything has changed today, little actually has. You can count on the fingers of one 
hand, or at most two, the number of high-powered stars and public figures who have come out. Those who 
don't can't really be faulted, as rarely do honesty and full disclosure prove a boon to one's showbiz liveli-
hood. 
 

Nonetheless, the elephant that was his sexual orientation never really stopped following Griffin from room 
to room. He could duck it for a while, but it would always find him. It's disheartening that Merv had to die 
to shake it for good. 



13 

 

��������������������������������

 

STRAIGHT CLAIMS ABOUT GAY MARRIAGE 

TAKEN TO  THEIR  
� � ����  

 
 

1. Being gay is not natural. Real Americans always reject unnatural things like eyeglasses, polyester, and air 
conditioning. 

2. Gay marriage will encourage people to be gay, in the same way that hanging around tall people will make 
you tall. 

3. Legalizing gay marriage will open the door to all kinds of crazy behavior. People may even wish to marry 
their pets because a dog has legal standing and can sign a marriage contract. 

4. Straight marriage has been around a long time and hasn’t changed at all; women are still property, 
blacks still can’t marry whites, and divorce is still illegal. 

5. Straight marriage will be less meaningful if gay marriage were allowed; the sanctity of Britany Spears’ 
55-hour just-for-fun marriage would be destroyed. 

6. Straight marriages are valid because they produce children. Gay couples, infertile couples, and old people 
shouldn’t be allowed to marry because our orphanages aren’t full yet, and the world needs more children. 

7. Obviously gay parents will raise gay children, since straight parents only raise straight children. 

8. Gay marriage is not supported by religion. In a theocracy like ours, the values of one religion are imposed 

��������������������������������������������  ����	��
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- by Blue Elijah Riggs 

 

 

Hello, again! When last we were together, I noted a few categories most frequently specified under 
the term “Transgender”. I also gave what I have found to be the definitions associated with these 
categories that I have found to be more accurate than other definitions I have found. Two things are 
important to bear in mind: 1) these categories fit along a continuous line of gender with much overlap 
and gray area, and 2) these categories are not intended to perfectly describe any individual. People are 
way too multi-faceted for such a simplistic explanation. 

 

The next component of this discussion that I would like to tackle is that old pain-in-the-butt argu-
ment of “Nature vs. Nurture”. This requires looking at some research. 

 

In 1995, the Netherlands Institute for Brain Research conducted a study with the intent of discover-
ing a difference in the male and female brain that might explain the root of gender. They found an 
area within the Hypothalamus (thought to control basic drives such as hunger, thirst, sex, etc.) that 
they termed the BSTc region. BSTc is an acronym for “Basel Stria Cell”; a microscopic section not 
able to be located with any other method of study than postmortem (after death). By slicing the 
brain into sections and magnifying it more than I can wrap my brain around, they found significant 
differences in this little area. According to their findings (and my understanding of it), this is the 
only area in the brain with androgen (male hormone) and estrogen (female hormone) receptors. 
Also, the BSTc region in a genetic female brain is approximately 1/3 the size and density of a genetic 
male. Homosexual males display the same size and density of heterosexual males. However, a male-
to-female transsexual (anatomically male with female gender identity) more closely resembles that 
of a genetic female than a genetic male. This study also revealed that the differences in the BSTc re-
gion were not attributable to taking hormones as an adult. It is believed that this section of the 
brain fully develops during early infancy. 

 

Does this prove that transsexuality is a product of nature? 

Unfortunately not. This study was conducted postmortem and no infant can iden-
tify as transsexual. Consequently, it cannot be absolutely determined as genetic … 
from this study. Additionally, the sample size (amount of participants) was consid-
ered small and therefore, not necessarily generalizable. It was also limited to ge-
netic males, both homosexual and heterosexual, genetic females (no sexual orienta-
tion comparisons), and male-to-female transsexuals. This study did not consider 
any others on the gender continuum. 

Nonetheless, this study places a huge question mark over the previous understandings and assump-
tions regarding the root of gender. We have more research to discuss so take a look next month. 
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Rev. Dr. Norman Broadbent, Pastor 

10am Worship & Sunday School 
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Celebrating 14 Years of Pride & Service 


