CENTRAL CALIFORNIA ALLIANCE OPENS THE
18TH ANNUAL REEL PRIDE GAY & LESBIAN FILM FESTIVAL

It was with great pride that CCA officers, Beverly Senkowski and Lorenzo Holguin kicked off the openig night of
the 18th Annual Reel Pride Gay & Lesbian Film Festial on September 19th, 2007. President Senkowskiprssed
to the audience that the CCA membership was honorei again be the Opening Night Sponsor for Reel Rie.

Beverly explained how CCA is committed to being aglitical voice, helping to integrate groups withinour own net-
work, that offer support to our community. She expained how events like the CCA President’s Circle Binch in
June, brought together over 60 people from nearl¢0 different organizations, including one Fresno ¢y council
member. This gathering allowed them to share inforration about their organizations and each other. Shpledged
that CCA would continue our dedication to being a song voice, throughout the valley, advocating folGLBT+ is-
sues.

She then introduced CCA Vice-President Lorenzo Holgin, who detailed to the audience the amount of fencial
support CCA has provided to the GLBT+ community ove the last 15 years including:

Over $15,000 to the Reel Pride Gay & Lesbian Film éstival

$10,000 in scholarships to the GLBT+ community

$10,000 to Valley Public Television to sponsor th®LBT+ program “IN THE LIFE”

$18,000 to the Annual Fresno Pride Parade and Fegdl

Support to other organizations such as GSA NetworkPFLAG, COS Pride Club, FCC Diversity Club
CCA HAS PROVIDED OVER $100,000 TO OUR COMMUNITY—ANYOU MADE IT POSSIBLE!
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Mission Statement
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Interested in joining our Board, Events or Marketing committees?
Contact Bev Senkowski at b_senkowski@yahoo.com
or Jim Daggs at thatccaguy@comcast.net

Upcoming Events Calendar
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***Fresno Gay Men’s Chorus Presents***
Jason & deMarco at the Tower Theatre
National Coming Out Day
Thursday, October 11th 2007 (see pg 9)

***CCA Grants & Awards Annual Fundraiser***
Saturday, October 13th
Fred Bologna'’s Historic Fresno Home (see page 8)

***Stride with Pride for Kids-2007***
Saturday, October 20th, Roeding Park
stridewithpride.com

Happy Halloween

*_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_*

***CCA Annual Holiday Party***
Saturday, December_8th
At_The Happy Holiday Home of
Drs Richard Jennings & Peyton Bryars

*_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_*




Nancy Nadler & Assoc.
ReMax Gold
Fig Garden Village
5240 North Palm Ave.
Fresno, CA 93704

General Contractor

3935 E. Turner

Fresno, CA 93702
559-243-0846 Phone/Fax
ray_hitchcock@comcast.com

OCTOBERSEASON PREMIERE

A NEW FACE AND A NEW LOOK FOR IN THE LIFE

IN THE LIFE, America’s longest running — and three-time Emmy-nominated —
gay and lesbian newsmagazine prepares to launch t6TH season premiere Octo-
ber 1ST; with a fresh new look, new host, and an eiting line-up of new docu-
mentary segments.

Former IN THE LIFE personality, Katherine Linton, r eturns to introduce the
show’s new series host, Michael Billy. “In its richpublic television tradition,” says
Executive Director Michelle Kristel, “IN THE LIFE ¢ ontinues to provide accurate
and credible information to viewers craving intelligent, provocative stories about
the gay experience.”

As part of its re-branding — and in response to vieer surveys — IN THE LIFE has
also made changes in its format. Among them, IN THEEIFE is introducing its
“Hidden Histories” series. These stories focus omiportant events and people that
have shaped LGBT community, but are little known. N THE LIFE will also delve
into the issues that shape gay life by producing me segments focusing on global
issues, while continuing to spotlight influential grsonalities who’ve made a differ-
ence nationally in LGBT life, politics and culture.As part of its “Real to Reel”
series, IN THE LIFE will invite its viewers behind-the-camera, to meet the docu-
mentary filmmakers.

*The season premiere’s first story, “Schism in Episapal Church” will explore the
growing debate within the Anglican Communion over lomosexuality and tradi-
tional biblical interpretation, which may tear the American Episcopal Church
from the worldwide body. A “marriage of conveniencé says a progressive church
leader in Pittsburgh, has emerged between a coabii of conservative Episcopali-
ans and Evangelical Anglicans from Africa, Latin Anerica, and Asia; pitting

them against a majority of progressive American Egcopalians. IN THE LIFE

will look at this epic struggle to define the churb’s future from the perspective of
church leaders on both sides of the debate, and shsome light on the global im-
pact of this struggle. Openly-gay Nigerian activistDavis Mac-lyalla, will speak on
his experience in Nigeria’'s Anglican church, and wi— in spite of repeated threats
on his life — he continues to promote a message facceptance within the church.

*«Caffe Cino”, a segment on the rise of gay theatran Greenwich Village, tells the
story of a café that — prior to the 1969 Stonewatiots — opened its doors to gay
artists—allowing them to write, perform and live openly. It would later go on to
profoundly influence American theatre as part of tte “Off-Off-Broadway” theatre
movement; launching such diverse artists’ careerssaTom Eyen, Bernadette Pe-
ters, Doric Wilson, Lanford Wilson, Sam Shepard, ad Bette Midler.

*In our next story, LuLu Gets a Lift, we look at plastt surgery from a decidedly
different perspective. In a society fixed on youthlocked-in-battle against the
forces of gravity, tucking and tightening can seertike a fulltime job. But if you're
a drag queen of — let's say — a “certain age,” sagg skin can be tragedy. With
humor and unabashed candor, LulLu invites us to anser the question: to lift, or
not to lift.

*Finally, IN THE LIFE’s season premiere ends with Bauty on the Black Market,
an unflinching look at low-income transgender womerseeking hormones and
plastic surgery on the black market. Imagine that pu were born biologically
male, but inside you completely identify as femalé/our motivation for correcting
your body would be more than cosmetic. Not all trasgender people want to alter
their bodies, but many do. It's about aligning youroutside appearance with your
internal identity. For transgender women who are lav income, the ability to
“pass” as a female can make the difference in getigy a job to put food on the
table, or simply not get beaten up or murdered fojjust looking different. The
stakes are higher for trans-women, and not surprisigly, some women will go to
extreme measures to make that body correction. Thistory examines gender iden-
tity, class issues and body image through the pensal, compelling stories of four
trans-women from the New York City area.

KVPT CH 18 CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR TIME & DATE
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NEWS SHORTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD

THE NETHERLANDS: New research from the Netherlands shows that chilén raised by lesbian

couples are as well-adjusted as those raised in bebsexual families. The study shows results nearigientical

to similar research in the United States and Canadaccording to the Rockway Institute, a national ceter for
public policy and research on LGBT issues.

"Children do well in loving families, regardless ofwhether there are two moms or a mom and a dad inweed,"
Robert-Jay Green, director of the Rockway Institute said in a statement.

The analysis was of 200 couples with boys and gidgjes 4 to 8. Half the parents were heterosexuaklhlesbi-
ans. Child adjustment and parental characteristicsvere measured by questionnaires, family observatienby
researchers and diaries kept by parents recordinghie amount of time they spent child rearing, working
around the house, and working outside their home.

The results showed that lesbian biological mothensere more satisfied with their partners as a co-pant than
heterosexual mothers were. It was also shown thagdbian mothers were more committed to the task ofgpent-
ing than straight fathers.

NEW Y ORK: Iranian President Ahmadinejad, asked about executions of homosexuals in Iran, sathe
judiciary system executed violent criminals and hig-level drug dealers, comparing them to microbes ehi-
nated through medical treatment. Pressed specifidgl about punishment of homosexuals, he said: "In lan we
don't have homosexuals like in your country.” With the audience laughing derisively, he continued: "Inran
we do not have this phenomenon. | don't know who'®ld you that we have this."

LALALAND: sean Penn and Matt Damon are both attached to Gusavi Sant's biopic chronicling San
Francisco County Supervisor Harvey Milk and his asassin, fellow Supervisor Dan White. Producers Craig
Zadan and Neil Meron have pushed a film adaptatiomf the 1982 Randy Shilts book "The Mayor of Castro

Street" for more than 15 years. Production on theifm may begin as early as December. e
While Penn has not played gay on screen, he portragean ambiguous Olivia Newton-John impersonator inhe e
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2001 "Beaver Trilogy." Damon would play White, who fatally shot Milk and San Francisco Mayor George
Moscone, then committed suicide in 1985 after semny five years in prison. e

SEATTLE: David Kopay, a former NFL running back who in 1975became the first athlete in a major e
pro sport to come out as gay, has pledged $1 miltido the gay student center at the University of Wdsngton,
the Seattle Times reported Thursday. e

Kopay, now 65, said the gift to his alma mater's @enter is in the form of a testamentary pledge, tbe dis-
bursed from his estate after he dies. "Hell, yeathit's a lot of money to me." But, he said, "I owe e university
everything.”

"I struggled, and | suffered while in college becase it was a different time. But it was a wonderfutime, too. If
| had not gone through some of that stuff, | wouldft be who | am now." Kopay related "some of that stff" in
his 1977 memoir, "The David Kopay Story," which mary young gays, and even sports icons like Billie Jea
King, still cite as an inspiration to their own comngs-out.

[ IT's 9:00 PM — DO YOU KNOW WHERE YOUR SENATOR 1522 |
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IRAN SCRUBS PRESIDENT'S REFERENCE TO GAYS
FROM OFFICIAL WEBSITE

The official website of Iranian President Mahmoud Amadinejad has removed a portion of a transcript ohis speech
yesterday at Columbia University. In the scrubbed sction, part of a question and answer period, Ahmadejad said
there are no homosexuals in Iran.

In a statement released by the International Gay ah Lesbian Human Rights Commission (IGLHRC) the orgaization
noted that the comments had been removed from theglfsian language version of the site, but left in # English tran-
scription of the speech. Following an inquiry by PgeOneQ made to the Iranian embassy, the entire quem and an-
swer period has been removed from the site.

In response to a question on the execution of gaiyslran, Ahmadinejad said there were no homosexualin his country.
“In Iran we don't have homosexuals like in your country,” he said. Audience members booed and howled &he guest.
“In Iran we do not have this phenomenon, | don't krow who has told you that we have it," he added.

"The first reaction of many of us was to join in the astonished response to President Ahmadinejad'seelrly outrageous
view that no lesbian or gay people live in Iran," aid IGLHRC executive director Paula Ettlebrick. "Bu t, the whitewash-
ing of his comments from the eyes and ears of mdsanian citizens speaks to something more troublingHis denial at-
tempts to simply erase from public view the livesfomen and women who face regular abuse in his cougt Perhaps he
knows he could not credibly get away with such a aéal among his own people."

The president's website normally contains full trascripts of Ahmadinejad's speeches. According to IGHRC, no Per-
sian language papers have reported on the remark&To date, not a single Persian-language media outién Iran - in-
cluding Iran's official news agency, IRNA, and thesemi-independent news agencies, ISNA, Mehrrnews ai@rsnews,
and the Wednesday morning newspapers - has reportexh the President's comments," said IGLHRC's statemat.

STATEMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN

PRESIDENT JOE SOLMONESE

"Today's assertions by President Ahmadinejad thatlere are no homosexuals in Iran would be simply albsd were it
not for the fact that international human rights watchers have long documented some of the most hoiidfacts of perse-
cution and violence committed against gay people iman. These acts of terror have included incarcerfons, beatings,
and brutal executions. Ahmadinejad's denial that tlere are gay people in Iran shows the extent to whiche devalues the
lives of the many citizens his government has anaiutinues to violate."




LET US KNOW YOUR OPINION!

If you would like to express your views regard-
ing CCA or any state, local, national, or inter-
national GLBT+ issue, just send us a letter or
email and we will include it in our next issue -
space permitting. Please limit your letters to

200 words and be sure to sign them.

Connections will not publish open letters,
anonymous letters or form letters. Relevant
poetry will be considered for publication solely

at the discretion of the editor.

Mail to: P. O. Box 16422, Fresno, CA 93755
(Attention: Jim Daggs - Editor)
Or email: thatccaguy@comcast.net

Monthly cutoff date is the 15th of the
month.
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3 SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR CCA GRANTS & AWARDS

J’ This year we are asking all CCA members to commit to making a contributiomo the fund,

J7 whether or not they can attend the fundraisérhis year’s goal is $5,000. Will you help us

J: reach that pot of gold at the end of the rainbow? You can mail your gift to: CCA, P.O. Box Jj
16422, Fresno, CA. 93755 Attn: Fundraiser. To buy tickets to the Annual CCA Fundiser
OR if you can'’t attend, but you want to support the good works of the Central Caflornia
Alliance, you can pay via the Paypal link at ccafresno.org@WE NEED YOU NOW!!!
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California Leqislature Again Passes Leno Bill Givin
Same-Sex Couples Choice to Marry - Governor Progsiyeto

For the second time in two years, the California Lgislature has passed legislation that
would grant same-sex couples the ability to marrnyWith a 22-15 vote, the Senate on
September 7 approved AB 43, authored by Assembly mber Mark Leno, D-San Fran-
cisco, and sponsored by Equality California (EQCA.)

The Religious Freedom and Civil Marriage ProtectionAct is almost identical to the bill
the Legislature passed in 2005, but vetoed by theoBernor. California remains the only
state in the nation that has approved marriage fosame-sex couples through the legisla-
tive process.

With the work of EQCA'’s lobbying efforts, Political Action Committee and grassroots
volunteers, AB 43 picked up three new votes in thBenate this year from Senators
Ducheny, Padilla and Scott. Senators Ducheny and &t abstained from voting in 2005.
The EQCA PAC played a critical role in the 2006 eletions to increase the pro-marriage
majority in the Legislature.

The bill now goes to the governors desk for considgtion. The governor must
take action on all bills by October 14. Sadly, hbas promised to veto this bill
for the second time.

This historic vote shows that support for ending tle ban of same-sex couples
from marriage is not only holding steady, but growng.

We congratulate Assembly member Leno for his incredile leadership on this
issue and applaud the Legislature for representinghe people of California in
supporting fairness and equality.

10



C& %% & ]

0 +))% '%!* & . 1- ' ) !
R
% - 2 '% %3&4 % .

ARSONIST STRIKE AGAIN!!

Two years ago on September 26, 2005, the local gdyb North Tower Circle located at Maroa and Princeton in Fresno,
was destroyed at the hands of an arsonisOn Tuesday, September 2% 2007, at approximately 4:30am, an arsonist se
fire to a motor home which was parked in the backdt of the club. The blaze completely destroyed thmotor home and
then spread into the adjacent club.

Witnesses reported seeing someone in the parking lpist prior to the fire and notified the authorities. Due to the quick
response from the Fresno Fire Department, damage the building was isolated to back rooms in the raaof the club.
Anyone with any information is urged to contact Fresno authorities.

The original fire, two years ago, sent shock waveakroughout the gay community, when it appeared thatn arsonist
may have been targeting gay establishment in the @a. At that time, three suspicious fires were set adjacent busi-
nesses: the formeDancebuilding sustained minor damage; theNorth Tower Circle suffered major damage and a
third business was completely destroyed.

At the time we went to print, it was too early to @certain the motive behind the arson or the full ebent of the damages.
The building is owned by long-time GLBT+ communitysupporter Virgil Wiggins. Virgil planned to reopen the club,
and was in the process of repairing the damage frotie original fire when the arsonist struck the seand time. The
future of the property is unknown at this time. (Fhotos courtesy of GayFresno.com)
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Adoption Agency Pioneers for Gay Couples
By Joshua Cary — Reprinted from Gay Fresno: For theCommunity, By the Community

When the words “Gay and Adoption” are brought into ane sentence, what comes to your mind? Do you findyrself
burdened with the memories and battles of gay actism? Or do you picture yourself battling a panel ofsocial work-
ers before a court defending your right to have chiren? Well it's not as difficult as you might think; one local
agency (Families First) aims to be the local pioneencouraging the LGBTQ community in adopting children. The
agency’s local office handles cases in the centralley's tri-county area.

| spoke with a representative of Families Firstnc. and found them to be helpful and optimistic inregards to the
placement of children with the LGBTQ community. Here are some of the questions that were asked withethie-
sponses that were given.
Interview with Families First

Does using a private agency verses going througé tlounty have an impact on whether or not a childhgement is made
for the LGBTQ community?

Ideally no, but there are cases where you mighit yiwurself with a county social worker who would share the same
views of those of someone at a private agency asaurs. We go to great lengths when meeting Wétpbtential parents.
There are standard regulations and requirementsdtiathe County and Private agencies follow in regaods tamily
placement. When it comes to personal opinions yaunce it with the county and if you're assigned tmcial worker who
is pro or against gay adoption. Many private amopagencies go beyond the regulated standardsirea great place-
ment for our children.

Does the agency have any conditions with one ofbpartners/applicants that are HIV positive?
No there isn’t an issue in regards to HIV posifdagents unless they are unable to perform the sageduties physically.
There are laws out there from the ADA that reguksdeption Agencies from banning potential pareht are HIV +.

Do you have an estimate of the amount of LGBTQ yothat are waiting for an appropriate home?

No, many of the children are not at an age whesg ithentify with being gay or not. Most agenciesigioom the tri-county
area. There is a Wrap Around Program for olderdaeeframilies First Organization. Interviews arelgeat later time to
discuss the LGBTQ youth Issues. Fresno has a argeint of LGBT Families that are providing Fosted &doptions.
Fresno has been really good with the LGBT communitggards to adoption, and is very supportivehefLGBT commu-
nity.

What is your agency currently doing to attract LGHiidividuals and families?
We set up a booth at the Rainbow Pride festivalF2@0d joined the CCA. Families first is a pionigeputting out the
green flag for the LGBT community here in Fresnodelia, and Tulare Counties.

What difficulties do LGBTQ youth face in traditiorldhomes?

The same difficulties that any LGBT would have iniydome, except for the fact that in their new heitiey are sur-
rounded by loving people who want them to be thiershare their time and lives with these childr&here is damage
from the child’s past certainly, it is uncertainevh the blame lies, though difficult times do comteen fostering or adopt-
ing children, the joy shared is reward enough pégoff.

What do you find is the major reason LGBTQ youtheaplaced in the foster/adoption system?

There was no specific answer to this questionjtbmas written in several articles nationwide thaist parents would not
kick their children to the streets because theygase Sometimes it's the destructive lifestyle thiatits behavior that wind
some LGBT youth in a homeless state. There aread@epted issues than just being gay. Their seiyualay just be the
superficial obvious characteristic that lands tlaate.

Are there problems? Yes. Is it difficult in dealingwith abandoned children? Absolutely. The fact stlistands; these
are issues that all families deal with. These chitdn are given something that many children worldwie are not....A
second chance.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT “FAMILIES FIRST” SEE THEIR AD ON PAGE 3.
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LESBIAN ACTIVIST MOURNED

Yolanda Retter Vargas passed away from cancer at hbome in Los Angeles on August 18, 2007, after &at illness
which stunned family and friends. An activist and sholar, Yolanda was a major force in the early L.Alesbian move-
ment as a fierce advocate for lesbians of color. 8lto-edited and contributed to a number of signifiant books on les-
bian/gay culture and history, including the LambdaL.iterary award-winning Queers in Space: Communities Public
Places, Sites of Resistance (1997). Her most recé@md somewhat autobiographical) essay, “Sisterhoad Possible” ap-
pears in the anthology Time It Was: American Storiegrom the Sixties (Prentice Hall; 2007).

In the early 1970s Yolanda was among the lesbiangwa formed radical civil rights organizations and wa a founding
member of Lesbianas LatinaAmericas in 1974. She wasboard member at the founding conference that atimpted to
create the National Lesbian Feminist OrganizationA member of the National Conference Planning Commiee of Lesbi-
ans of Color (1978 to 1983), Yolanda was also a fuling member of Lesbianas Latinas in 1980, and laténvolved in
Lesbianas Unidas. In these years Retter remained pudly and exclusively committed to working on issuefor and about
women. She was a board member of the last Lesbiare@ter in Los Angeles, Connexxus/Centro Mujeres. Anih 1988,
through her job as Director of Women'’s Programs at @SC's Leshian Central, she appeared on The Oprah Wirey
Show.

Yolanda worked as a volunteer in the prison and pasle programs of the Gay & Lesbian Community Service Center,
was manager of GCSC'’s Liberation House in 1972, anglas director of the Pasadena Rape Hotline in 197Ih 1978 she
co-founded the “Los Angeles Women's Yellow Pages.’h8 also devoted herself as founding archivist of éhLesbian Leg-
acy Collection at the International Gay & Leshian Achives (USC) and spent many volunteer hours at théune L. Mazer
Lesbhian Archives (West Hollywood.)

Yolanda Retter added her mother’'s maiden name, Vargs, to her own in the early nineties in the Latinaradition. Her
uncle, Alberto Vargas was the famous pinup artistand her grandfather Max Vargas a renowned photograper. She
made several research trips to her ancestral Periier essays on Peruvian photography appeared in exdit catalogs and
Latin-American photography journals. And her essayon marginalized groups and archives is upcoming ia collection
from Libraries Unlimited.

Yolanda is survived by her life partner of thirteenyears, Leslie Golden Stampler. Her memorial, “Thd?ages of
Yolanda's Her Story” was held on September 29, 200t the Metropolitan Community Church in Los Angeles.
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- by Blue Elijah Riggs

Welcome back! We were in the middle of discussing research. Though maally, this might seem to
be a somewhat dry subject, the research regarding transgenderism | firto be fascinating!

Another subject of research that directly relates to the transgendezcommunity is genetics. Stock-
holm, Sweden was the location of a genetics study affecting the flow of hornesn All gene strands
stutter, that is, they repeat. This is what allows them to carry out theimissions. These researchers
found 3 genetic strands that stutter in such a way as to control a gateway that allowsetflow of es-
trogen in the brain. According to the Merck Manual of Medical Information (2nd edit.), gender
identity is well established by the ages of 18-24 months of age. Given this fact, ggndust be a
function of development rather than societal influences.

This is where the research comes in. These gene strands that cohthe estrogen gateway influence
development. A developing baby in the womb receives 2 hormonal washes. Onalglsshes gender
in the brain and the other develops sex in the body. If the estrogen gateway &des a flow of estro-
gen at both points, the brain will be masculine and the body will be femine (a flow of estrogen in a
developing fetus will masculinize the brain). The result will be agrson with a male or male-ish
identity and a female body.

Given this research, | wonder if we might hypothesize about the amotior strength of hormone in
the “wash”. If we can assume that the level of hormone released may vary fromdividual to indi-
vidual, then it stands to reason that there may be substantiation for a gendeomtinuum over a bi-
nary system.

Also given this research in conjunction with the Netherlands reseah, we might conclude that gen
der is hardwired in the brain and not a product of socialization as previousl thought. Thus, those
who fit under the transgender umbrella are not acting out, rebelling, sk or immoral. They are sim-
ply expressing their “True Selves (a beginner’s guide book to transsexuat$’.

This research is, of course, rather preliminary and does not yet prove anythgn However, it does
lend support to the legitimacy of transgender rights and the transgendestruggle for equality. See
you next time when we talk about some of the social issues that transgendepple face throughout
their daily lives.
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Rev. Dr. Norman Broadbent, Pastor

10am Worship & Sunday School
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