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Interested in joining our Board, Events or Marketing committees? 

Contact Bev Senkowski at b_senkowski@yahoo.com  

or Jim Daggs at thatccaguy@comcast.net 

 

Upcoming Events Calendar 
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Mission Statement 
The Central California Alliance 
is a not-for-profit organization 
dedicated to promoting positive 
change, equal rights, social and 
networking opportunities for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and   
transgender people through  
programs of community service 
and philanthropy. 

1 9 9 3   -   2 0 0 7 

Celebrating 14 Years of Pride & Service 

Board of Directors: 
President 

Bev Senkowski 

Past President 

Sue Stone 

Vice President 

Lorenzo Holguin 

Treasurer 

Ron Wilson 

Secretary 

Jim Daggs 

Members-At-Large 

Ron Avedisian 

Dakota M Draconi 

Noa Kristi 

Sara Martinez 

Judy Parker 

Blue Elijah Riggs 

Caren Thomas 

Events Co-Chair 

Ellis Vance 

Marketing Committee Chair  

Julie Howe 

CCA Editor, Events Co-Chair 

Jim Daggs 

Asst. Editors 

Lee Palmer 

Ron Wilson 

Additional Photographs 

Bev Senkowski  

Jacqueline Frank 

***CCA Annual Holiday Party***  

Saturday, December  8th  

At  The Happy Holiday Home of  

Drs Richard Jennings & Peyton Bryars  

***CCA 8th Annual Talent Show*** 

Tuesday, January 22nd  

At  Roger Rockas’ Dinner Theatre  

In Fresno’s beautiful Tower District  
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 General Contractor 
 

 3935 E. Turner 

 Fresno, CA 93702 

 559-243-0846 Phone/Fax 

 ray_hitchcock@comcast.com 

������������������	������������

 

Nancy Nadler & Assoc.  

ReMax Gold  

Fig Garden Village  

5240 North Palm Ave.  

Fresno, CA 93704  

 

IN THE LIFE  
KVPT/Channel 18  

website: www.kvpt.org 

Encore Presentation: Breaking New Ground 

Sunday, November 18 2007, 11:00 PM 

CALLING ALL TALENT!!!  

CCA’s Eighth Annual Talent Show is 

just around the corner and we are 

looking for all types of local talent: 

Singers, Dancers, Instrumentalists-you 

name it-we want it. Sexual orientation 

is not a consideration for this event, 

nor do you have to be a CCA member 

Again this year CCA is privileged to have 

the special services of show producer and 

perennial Master/Mistress of Ceremonies, 

Dennis Potts. 

This usually sold-out event will again be 

directed Fred Bologna, who is widely 

known in the Fresno arts community for 

his work with Roger Rocka’s Dinner 

Theatre and the Fresno New Wrinkles 

Showcase at Fresno City College, to name 

just two of his many accomplishments. 

If you or someone you know would like to 

be considered for this event, contact 

Dennis Potts at: alohaboss@aol.com 
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     NEWS SHORTS FROM AROUND THE VALLEY  
AND THE WORLD 

 

 

 

 
HOGWARTS, U.K.: Harry Potter fans, the rumors are true: Albus Dumbledore, master wizard 
and Headmaster of Hogwarts, is gay. J.K. Rowling, author of the mega-selling fantasy series that 
ended last summer, outed the beloved character on a recent Friday night while appearing before a 
full house at Carnegie Hall. 
 

After reading briefly from the final book, "Harry Potter and the De athly Hallows," she took ques-
tions from audience members. She was asked by one young fan whether Dumbledore finds "true 
love." "Dumbledore is gay," the author responded to gasps and applause. 

 

She then explained that Dumbledore was smitten with rival Gellert Grindelwald, whom he defeated 
long ago in a battle between good and bad wizards. "Falling in love can blind us to an extent," Rowl-
ing said of Dumbledore's feelings, adding that Dumbledore was "horribly, terribly let down." Dum-
bledore's love, she observed, was his "great tragedy." 

 

Not everyone likes her work, Rowling said, likely referring to Christian groups that have alleged the 
books promote witchcraft. Her news about Dumbledore, she said, will give them one more reason. 
 
 

SACRAMENTO, CA.: Same-sex couples in California continue to be denied the dignity, bene-
fits and responsibilities of marriage with the governor's recent veto of legislation that would have 
given all committed couples the option to marry. Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger  vetoed the Religious 
Freedom and Civil Marriage Protection Act (AB 43), authored by Assemblymember Mark Leno, D-
San Francisco, and sponsored by Equality California.   
   

Statement by Equality California Executive Director Geoff Kors 
"Gov. Schwarzenegger refused to lift the cloud of discrimination that hangs over millions of Califor-
nians and their families. With the people of California increasingly in support of marriage for same-
sex couples and the Legislature once again affirming fairness and equality, the governor stands 
alone in perpetuating discrimination against same-sex couples. With the stroke of his pen, he has 
denied countless loving couples the joy and validation he and the First Lady experienced when they 
got married. Equality California will not rest until we have achieved full equality for the entire les-
bian, gay, bisexual and transgender community." 
 

Equality California is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, grassroots-based, statewide advocacy organization 
whose mission is to achieve equality and civil rights of all lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
(LGBT) Californians. Please visit their website at eqca.org.� 
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LET US KNOW YOUR OPINION!  

 

If you would like to express your views regard-
ing CCA or any state, local, national, or inter-
national GLBT+ issue, just send us a letter or 
email and we will include it in our next issue - 
space permitting. Please limit your letters to 

200 words and be sure to sign them.  

 

Connections will not publish open letters, 
anonymous letters or form letters. Relevant 

poetry will be considered for publication solely 
at the discretion of the editor. 

 

Mail to: P. O. Box 16422, Fresno, CA 93755 

(Attention: Jim Daggs -  Editor) 

Or email: thatccaguy@comcast.net 

Monthly cutoff date is the 15th of the 
month. 
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CITY HIKES BOY SCOUTS’ RENT OVER GAY BAN 
 

The Boy Scouts of America's refusal to bend its rules to permit gay scouts will cost the 
organization's local chapter $200,000 a year if it wishes to keep its headquarters in a 
Philadelphia city-owned building on Logan Square.   

Representatives of the Boy Scouts of America's Cradle of Liberty Council were notified 
that to remain in their 79-year-old landmark headquarters, they needed to pay the city a "fair market" rent, 
Fairmount Park Commission president Robert N.C. Nix said. Currently, the rent is $1 a year. 
 

The city decided on the rent proposal after it was unable to reach a compromise with the local scout council 
in talks that have gone on since May. "Once we know what the Cradle of Liberty Boy Scouts want to do, we'll 
probably want to weigh in with the city about how to proceed," Nix told the park commission. Barring a reso-
lution, the Cradle of Liberty Council - about 64,000 scouts in Philadelphia and parts of Delaware and Mont-
gomery Counties - must vacate the property at 22d and Winter Streets after May 31. 
 

"It's disappointing, and it's certainly a threat," said Jeff Jubelire r, a spokesman for Cradle of Liberty Coun-
cil, referring to the rent's impact on the scouts' chances of staying on the site. Jubelirer said that $200,000 a 
year in rent "would have to come from programs. That's 30 new Cub Scout packs, or 800 needy kids going to 
our summer camp." Nevertheless, Jubelirer said, scouting officials will ask City Solicitor Romulo L. Diaz Jr. 
for details on the real estate appraisals that yielded the $200,000 rent figure. 
 

Cradle of Liberty officials have said they could not renounce the scouts' long-established policy of not open-
ing membership to atheists or openly gay people without running afoul of their charter with the scouts' Na-
tional Council. City officials have said they could not legally rent taxpayer-owned property for a dollar a year 
to a private organization that discriminates. 
 

The land belongs to the City of Philadelphia but has been leased since 1928 for that token sum to the scouts, 
who built the landmark Beaux Arts building. That lease came into question only after a U.S. Supreme Court 
ruling in 2000 in a New Jersey case involving an openly gay scout who was barred from serving as troop 
leader. The high court in Boy Scouts of America v. Dale ruled, 5-4, that the scouts, as a private organization, 
have a right of "expressive association" under the First Amendment to set their own membership rules. 
 

The scouts have long required members to swear an oath of duty to God, and their rules prohibit member-
ship by anyone who is openly homosexual. For that reason, scouting officials initially greeted the Supreme 
Court's ruling as a victory. That mood quickly evaporated, however, as local government officials around the 
nation began reexamining long-standing preferential relationships with scouts. Unlike the scouts, public offi-
cials are also bound by a line of Supreme Court opinions barring taxpayer support of any group that dis-
criminates. 
 

In Philadelphia, officials wrestled for months for a way to let the scouts remain at their longtime headquar-
ters. At one point in 2005, the city and scouts seemed poised to agree on a policy statement adopted by New 
York scouts. That statement, while not renouncing the bars against atheist or gay members, affirmed that 
"prejudice, intolerance and unlawful discrimination in any form are unacceptable." 
 

But last year, Diaz wrote Cradle of Liberty Council officials to say the suggested policy statement could not 
be reconciled with the city's own anti-discriminatory fair-practices ordinance. Again, both sides began trad-
ing proposals. That ended May 31, when City Council voted 16-1 to authorize ending the lease with Cradle of 
Liberty Council. The resolution was introduced unexpectedly by Councilman Darrell L. Clarke and passed, 
16-1, with no debate. 
 

Both Clarke, a Center City Democrat whose district includes the scouts building, and Diaz, a prominent 
member of the city's gay community, said they hoped the resolution would spur talks to resolve the dispute. 
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HILLARY CAME TO FRESNO 
(Snapshots by  CCA member Peter Robertson) 

 

Bulldog Pride Fund Presents 
 $3,000 in Student Scholarships�

�
�

The 2007-08 Bulldog Pride Fund scholars— Jared 
Lindo, Sara Martinez and Adrian Quintero—were 
each be presented $1,000 scholarships on Oct. 18, 

2007, at the Fresno State Alumni Association's Top 
Dog Alumni Awards Gala held at the Save Mart 
Center. Each scholar was also presented a small, 

bronze bulldog with their awards. 
Lindo (Class of 2009) is a junior majoring in civil 
engineering, Martinez (Class of 2008) is a senior 

studying social work, and Quintero (Class of 2008) 
is a senior with a double major in criminology and 

Chicano Latin American studies.  
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LILLIAN FADERMAN HONORED  
 
ONE Gay & Lesbian Archives recently honored renowned lesbian histo-
rian and CCA member— Lillian Faderman, Professor Emerita of Eng-
lish, California State University, Fresno—  on Oct. 13, 2007 at a gala 
event held in Los Angeles. 

 

Dr. Lillian Faderman joined the faculty of the English Department in 
1967 after completing a Ph.D. in English Literature at UCLA. During the 
past 40 years, Dr. Faderman has developed into  
an internationally known scholar of history and literature who has made 
significant contributions to our understanding of lesbian and ethnic his-
tory and literature. She has more than 150 published articles in literary 
journals and book chapters.  
 

Her books have earned her honors, such as six Lambda Literary Awards, 
two American Library Association Awards, and several lifetime achieve-
ment awards for scholarship, including Yale University’s James Brudner 
Award, The Monette/Horowitz Award, the Publishing Triangle Award, 
the One National Gay and Lesbian Archives Culture Hero Award, and 
the American Association of University Women’s Distinguished Senior 
Scholar Award. Some of her books have been named as “notable Books of 
the Year” by New York Times.  
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JUST BY EXISTING REEL RIDE CHANGES PEOPLE 
By Shana Kaspian 

Reprinted from Gay Fresno: For the Community, By the Community 

R eel Pride is undeniably more than just a film festival. This is a venue where films that wouldn't be 
shown anywhere else in Fresno are seen, but Reel Pride also offers people a chance to meet and en-
joy the company of other members of the LGBT community in a healthy, proactive, inclusive envi-
ronment. What is even more distinctive about this four day film event is that it is not overtly politi-

cal, yet it succeeds at supporting LBGT people and changing their image in the eyes of those outside the com-
munity in a quieter, but no less impacting way.  For some, it can be a life changing experience. 

 

  
Film goers Francisco Solaria and Oy Homfombaph both turned out to enjoy the 
festival this year. First-time festival attendee Francisco said his first impression 
of the festival was that it was "welcoming and comfortable" even though he was 
initially reluctant to attend. Francisco explained he'd repeatedly heard positive 
things about the festival but had never made a point of attending until Oy in-
vited him. 

 

 Oy, a film enthusiast, has been coming to the festival for the last four years. "I 
come out for the films and to support the gay community," said Oy, "I just feel 

comfortable." Oy said she is "very selective" about film and added that the films just keep, "getting better and 
better."  

 

 Oy's experience also illustrates how a grassroots community event like this has the power to change people 
outside of the LGBT community. "We bring our straight friends and they love it.  I brought a friend to the 
festival last year, a white guy who didn't know much about gay life. He saw a movie and he was like, 'Wow, I 
didn't know you had a life and love. I always thought being gay was about sex'. I said, 'Of course, we're nor-
mal; we're just like you!'"  

 
Much like Oy, Sabastian Ardemagni, a fourth year festival patron cites that 
crowds turn out for more than just the films. "The films are the main thing to 
come for, but there's also the energy and the crowds.  It's so nice to be in a really 
positive, light environment with other gay people." He also adds that he can't 
love every film no matter how hard he tries. "I saw part of a movie about Indian 
lesbians making curry in Glasgow Scotland. I walked out towards the end. I 
guess I feel there's some disparity among gay films; that you sort of have to like 
every gay film just because of its content."  

 
Still, many supporters of the festival assert that the event encourages them to 
watch films about subject matter that isn't familiar to them with positive per-
sonal and community results. Five year Reel Pride volunteer, Ron Wilson says, 
"I think all the films have an impact one way or another. I may not always like 
the message, but they all have a message. It's important that we broaden our 
horizons, that the guys look at the girl films and the girls look at the guy films." 
He adds, "I think it's just as important that all of us look at what I call the plus 
films. I knew nothing, and I mean I knew nothing about the transgender com-
munity until I saw some of these films. They really give us the education we need 

amongst ourselves and with this education comes acceptance. As long as there's ignorance around us nothing 
changes." 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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(Continued from previous page) 

One of the most notable changes in the Reel Pride film audience over recent years has 
been the increasing numbers of younger patrons and Gay Straight Alliance involve-
ment. Central High School G.S.A. President Kayla Jennings came to Reel Pride for the 
first time this year. "I really like the fact that the people who directed and acted in the 
films were gay. You don't see that very often in the mainstream media." Kayla also 
noted that she and other young people who turn out for the festival are often simply en-
couraged by seeing the adult festival attendees. "It's so good to see people who are suc-
cessful, in long lasting relationships and realize that we don't have to become a stereo-
type. The older lesbian couples...I just thought they were adorable." She added laugh-
ing, "Oh, and the gay guys, they were great too!" 

 
 It's easy to simply think about this local event as another addition to a burgeoning Fresno art scene, or 
maybe just as a reason to dress up and go out, but Reel Pride clearly operates as an environment that 
changes the way people think about LBGT issues. As Kayla sums it up," I believe that being around other 
gay people, teens or adults, people of all ages, shows you the whole spectrum of our culture. But, more than 
anything, it shows you that you are not alone." Even if that wasn't our first goal in creating or supporting an 
event like this, it certainly is more than enough reason to preserve it for years to come. 

GAY STUDY -  WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP? 
 

My name is Benjamin Donner and I am a clinical psychology doctoral student at the University of Massachusetts, Boston.  I am cur-
rently carrying out my dissertation research on gay identity development across cultural groups in the United States.  I am so very 
impressed by your mission and work, and thought you might be willing and/or able to help distribute my survey to individuals inter-
ested in contributing to cultural equality within t he psychological literature, both within and outside of the Gray Alliance family.  
 
As you may know, academic studies into the developmental experiences of gay, bisexual, and questioning men are extremely scarce.  It 
is my hope that this research project will shed greater light on those experiences that may be unique to specific cultural groups of 
GBQ males in the U.S. so that clinicians and organizations are ultimately better equipped to both assist and appreciate our strengths 
and needs.  With that in mind, I would greatly appreciate your distribution of my internet survey to individuals who might be willing 
to participate.  Participants must be biological males, age 18 or over, residents of the United States, and attracted to other biological 
males.  The survey should take between 10 and 15 minutes to complete.  All responses will be entirely anonymous - email and IP ad-
dresses will not be requested or even identifiable - and will be kept in the strictest of confidence.  If you're willing to share it with oth-
ers, the survey can be found online at the following link:  

 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=rjif1K1SdRN_2bBC3hVcT6Pg_3d_3d  

 
Should you have any questions, concerns, or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me at benjamindonner@gmail.com .  I hope 

you'll choose to help.  And of course, thank you for doing the very important work that you already do!  

Respectfully Yours, 
Benjamin Donner, M.A., Clinical Psychology Doctoral Candidate, University of Massachusetts, Boston  
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FOR THE BIBLE TELLS ME SO 
By Steven Collier — Reprinted from GayFresno.com 

 

�� or the Bible tells me so is a wonderful documentary. It has won several awards, such as, the HBO Audi-
ence Award at the Provincetown Film Festival and the Audience Award for best documentary at the Seattle 
International Film Festival. I personally wanted to see the film because I am heavy on religion and have had 
some drawbacks because of my sexuality. This film gradually addressed all my concerns and none of my 
drawbacks plague me any longer. 
 

For the Bible tells me so starts off with singer Anita Bryant giving a televised speech against homosexuality. 
She is then struck in the face with a pie by an activist. The audience cheered. I guess there is something 
grand about seeing an oppressor get what they deserve. There was quite an expressive audience at the 
screening I went to. They cheered often when revelations about homosexuality were given. I also cheered in-
side. 
 

I have been a Southern Baptist since I was eight years old. I remember that I always wanted to go to church. 
I loved God and I knew he loved me so there was nothing else I wanted to do more than to honor and please 
him. As I grew older I started to have feelings for guys. These feelings conflicted with the teachings of my 
church and that put me on a spiral. As I grew older I knew that I was bisexual and I started to fear that I 
was no longer going to enter the kingdom of heaven. I cried and prayed many times with hopes that a revela-
tion would come to me. I convinced myself that I am how God made me although I still harbored hatred for 
myself and a lot of doubt about my beliefs due to the teachings of my church. 
 

I didn’t know how to effectively interpret the Bible. I took what was taught to me as fact. After watching For 
the Bible tells me so I have come to realize that what I was being taught was another person’s interpretation 
of the Bible. There were a lot of well established experts giving insight on the Bible and its teachings on ho-
mosexuality. One expert was Archbishop Desmond Tutu. Archbishop Tutu is known for his wisdom and his 
acceptance of homosexuality. There were other members of the clergy from various denominations including 
Judaism and various Christian denominations. They collectively believe that homosexuality doesn’t go 
against God. 
 

Most of us know the passages in the Bible that are used to oppress homosexuals. The religious leaders in the 
film debunk the mainstream views of these passages. They use sound reasoning and logic to define what the 
passages are really saying. There is always more than one side to a story and this film features experts that 
show you other sides to the stories that we hear and read.  
 

This film has a wealth of information and I learned a lot from it. It has helped me come to terms with my ori-
entation and my religion. Another great aspect of this film is that it delves into the lives of religious families 
that changed their views on homosexuality because of a gay family member. 
 

Dick Gephardt, senior council for the law firm DLA Piper, best known as the former house majority leader 
and presidential candidate is featured in the film. His daughter Chrissy is a lesbian and the film talks about 
her coming out and how her father was accepting of it. The film does a great job of showing the ins and outs 
of coming out to a religious family. Not only are the Gephardt’s religious, Dick is known for his strong family 
values.  
 

I recommend this film for those that are conflicted with their sexuality and their religion. I would go on to 
recommend it to those that are just conflicted and are looking for direction. This film does a great job of pre-
senting a case for religious acceptance of homosexuality.  



16 

 

������������������	������������

 

 

 
HOMECOMING “PRINCES” ELECTED IN DAVIS  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, introducing the royalty of Davis Senior High School's junior class: Brandon Raphael 
and his prince, Kiernan Gatewood. For what appears to be the first time in school history, the Davis Senior 
High student body has elected a gay couple into homecoming royalty. With each boasting a white sash declar-
ing his title as "Prince," the two 16-year-olds rode through the city of Davis on a recent Friday afternoon in 
the school's annual homecoming parade. They stood in the back of a pickup truck, arm-in-arm, smiling 
warmly despite the rain. 
 

"People were so excited for us," Gatewood said of the couple's victory, announced a few weeks ago. "We were 
a little surprised, but Davis ...is a liberal town," interrupts his boyfriend of four months, Raphael. "Go 10 
miles in any other direction and you'll get some other feeling." Indeed, the news might surprise few in Davis, a 
city embraced and, at times, mocked for its liberal leanings. But students and adults cheering on the boys rec-
ognized their election as a meaningful milestone. 

 

Lai-San Seto, advocacy coordinator for the San Francisco-based Gay-Straight Alliance Network, said the 
Davis Senior High homecoming election is not the first case of gay students bucking tradition. But it remains 
far from the norm, Seto said. And usually by the time she hears about such things, they've become a contro-
versy within their community. "It's a sign that LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer) people 
are getting recognized everywhere," she said. "LGBTQ are considered vital members of the school commu-
nity and are able to participate in school events in the same full way that their straight fellow students are able 
to."  Seto applauded the Davis Senior High student body for their acceptance -- and the school administration 
for being "open-minded." 
 

In the weeks since officials announced the homecoming court, there's been no public outcry -- not by campus 
leaders, not by students and not by the community. Students said they were encouraged that the election was 
not an issue for campus administrators. They said they were less surprised that a gay couple would win than 
they were that officials allowed it to happen. "I thought the administration would have more to say about it," 
Raphael said. 
 

"I think it's just such a good thing for our school. Just knowing that the other kids recognize them as a couple 
and would vote for a gay couple to be prince and prince of homecoming. ... I don't know, I just think it's awe-
some," said senior Chandler Fox, co-president of the campus Gay-Straight Alliance. "I want people to know 
about it so maybe it can happen at another school." 
 

Decked out in Davis Senior High's colors of blue and black, sophomore Charlotte ter Haar and two friends 
agreed that the election was significant because it came straight from the students -- Raphael and Gatewood 
won in a write-in ballot election. Couples could campaign for their class titles -- king and queen for seniors, 
prince and prince(ss?) for juniors, etc. -- but no names appeared on the ballot. Students wrote in their own 
candidates. "The students voted for who they wanted to win," ter Haar said. 

Parent Lorna Bernard said she was taken aback by the news -- only because in her day, a gay couple stood to 
be harassed by their peers, not elected. But Raphael and Gatewood, she said, are "not just accepted, they're 
popular -- popular enough to be elected as homecoming princes." And that, she said, is "really cool." 
 

As for the boys, they said they campaigned hard in anticipation of the election. But their goal, they said, was 
not to make a political statement. "We wanted to be nominated and win," Raphael said.  Added Gatewood: 
"Just like anybody else." 

�
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VISALIA YOUTH CONFERENCE TARGETS HOMOPHOBIA 
by Marissa Martinez and Luann Baldwin and submitted by CCA member Slade Childers. 

 

Being a teenager can be challenging- peer pressure, drug and alcohol abuse, unwanted pregnancy, STD's and 
daily stress in the school environment can pose an impact worthy of note. And, that is exactly the focus of the 
19th  annual "Finding Your Space 2007 Teen Survival Conference" at the Visalia Convention Center on Oc-
tober 9th. Helping youth cope with their problems by creating awareness of the tools necessary to transition 
into adulthood with resilience was the theme of this event. 

 

Approximately 150 high school students from Tulare County ranging in age from 13 to 18 years of age at-
tended the day long conference sponsored by Tulare County Medical Society Alliance and the University of 
California Cooperative Extension.  Invitation to the conference was extended by teachers and counselors to 
students maintaining at least a 2.0 grade point average. 

  

Thirteen workshops were offered as break-out sessions at the event. Topics ranging from Homophobia to 
Sexuality, to Love, Depression, Obesity to Gangs were selected by the students prior to their arrival at the 
conference. One of the workshops entitled,  "Respecting Individual's Choices:  Opening Doors To Under-
standing" spoke to the issue of homophobia and methods of dispelling myths in order to become allies to 
GLBTQI people in the school environment.  
 

Luann Baldwin, Tulare County Mental Health Family Advocate, presented research and anecdotal informa-
tion to engage the teens in dialogue about the risks and solutions possible in the schools of the south San Joa-
quin Valley district. "It takes a lot to come out. If someone comes out to you-treat it as a true gift", Baldwin 
exhorted the group.  

 
Opportunities to reach adolescents with a message of hope and positive direction may make the difference be-
tween inspiring them to higher goals and positive change in society as our future leaders... or missing the mo-
ment. This Teen Survival Conference hit the mark in terms of setting the tone for a more educated and peace-
ful generation developing in our central California region.    
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- by Blue Elijah Riggs 

 

 
Hi again! We just finished talking about the research that indicates that gender may be hardwired in the 
brain. We also noted that the research is not conclusive. There is still room for debate, although the findings 
open a huge cavernous crack in previously socially accepted understandings of gender. In the upcoming dis-
cussion, it will be important to remember that the phenomenon of “Trans-phobia (an irrational fear of trans-
gender individuals)” or Trans-discrimination is a cultural one. In other cultures, gender expression, identity 
and roles are viewed differently.   

 

Because of the structure of our society and its common understanding of gender, the vast majority of its insti-
tutions are fundamentally discriminatory toward transgender individuals, the most obvious of which include 
marriage, family, many religions/churches, insurance, and education. However, what is not often seen are 
many of the more subtle discriminations and oppressions experienced by transgender people on a daily basis. 
This will be the topic of discussion for a couple of columns. 

 

One that may seem obvious is BATHROOMS. Some of you may have, at one time or another, wondered if it 
was safe for you to use your gender-appropriate restroom, but have you ever wonder which you should use 
based on your knowledge of your own gender identity? Many transgender people must face the restroom 
question. Do you use the one that is appropriate to the way you understand yourself to be? Do you use the one 
that is most suitable to your outward appearance? Or do you use the restroom assigned by your genitalia. And 
what if you are intersexed? People who are transgender will usually go with the one most suitable to their out-
ward appearance; and hope that no one discovers that their anatomy differs. 

 

The bathroom situation is more invasive than you may think. The bathroom is an intricate component of eve-
ryone’s life. At work, at school, out to dinner, shopping, spending your day at the DMV; all involve the occa-
sional bathroom jaunt. School children who openly identify as differently-gendered have had to resort to us-
ing the nurse’s bathroom for safety. They have also had to seek safety in the nurse’s bathroom when dressing 
for gym.  

 

I don’t know if it is common knowledge but there is a big cultural difference between the men’s restroom and 
the women’s. In the women’s bathroom, conversation, using the facilities in small groups, and cleanliness are 
common. In the men’s restroom rarely does anyone speak to anyone else, get done and get out is the goal, and 
a clean restroom is someone else’s responsibility. This is not intended as a slam toward men; it’s merely an 
observation. Why do I mention this? These behaviors are learned. Most people learn them as they are growing 
up. Transgender people must learn these skills from someone they trust or pick them up as they go (trial and 
error). 

This may begin to give you an idea of the daily challenges to someone who knows themselves differently than 
society is constructed to accommodate. We will continue to discuss such challenges in upcoming columns. Let 
me know your thoughts. www.ccafresno.org    
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Rev. Dr. Norman Broadbent, Pastor 

10am Worship & Sunday School 
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Celebrating 14 Years of Pride & Service 


